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UK Funds $6 Million Project to Improve Local Governance
The British embassy in Afghanistan in collaboration with the Independent
Directorate of Local Governance (IDLG) and the Aga Khan Foundation
(AKF) has launched a $6.7m project “ACCESS” aimed at improving the
delivery of services to Afghan citizens in the country. The project is expected to be implemented in at least six provinces of the country within the
framework of “Citizens' Charter” program. The project will ....full story

Work on TAPI Project on Track: Ministry
The Ministry of Mines and Petroleum (MoMP) on Wednesday said the government has taken the necessary steps to implement TurkmenistanAfghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) pipeline in the country. The MoMP
added that the Afghan government is ready to roll out the project in its
country. Construction work on the TAPI pipeline is likely to start in Afghanistan in February, the ministry said...full story

China increasing cargo deliveries to Europe through Azerbaijan
Urumqi, capital of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region of China, began
deliveries of cargo through Azerbaijan to Europe, the Chinese media reported Jan. 20. A China-Europe freight train carrying 36 containers of auto parts, engineering equipment, and daily necessities has recently left
Urumqi. The train will travel through Xinjiang’s Alataw Pass and stop at
a port in Kazakhstan where the containers will be transferred to ships
which are bound for Baku, capital of Azerbaijan, according ....full story

Azerbaijan replaced by Argentina as chair of UNWTO
A solemn ceremony has been held in the Executive Board of the World
Tourism Organization (UNWTO) on the transition of the Presidency of the
organization to Argentina in 2018. Ambassador of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the Kingdom of Spain, permanent representative of the Republic
of Azerbaijan to the organization Anar Maharramov noted that tourism
development is one of the priorities of the state policy of Azerbaijan, and
in this regard, the country had successfully chaired the Executive Council
in 2017. Expressing his confidence that Argentinean presidency will also
contribute to the development of tourism, ...full story
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Iran, Pakistan in accord to revive Zahedan-Quetta railway service
Iran and Pakistan agreed to revive passenger train service between Iran’s Zahedan in
south eastern province of Sistan-Baluchestan and Pakistan’s Quetta in Balochistan till
mid-September 2018, IRNA reported on Thursday. During a two-day meeting held to
collaborate on Iran-Pakistan railway transportation joint committee at the place of
Pakistan Ministry of Railways, the two sides agreed on revival of the named railway
when security situations are improved in Pakistan. The meeting was headed by Head
of Zahedan Railways ...full story

Iran-France joint transport task force holds 1st meeting
The first meeting of Iran-France joint transport task force was held in Tehran on Tuesday, IRNA reported. During this meeting, headed by Iranian Deputy Transport Minister Asghar Fakhrieh Kashan and the French Transport Minister's representative
Christian Esse Ei, the two sides reviewed the previously accorded mutual contracts for
the purchase of Airbus and ATR aircrafts as well as some other issues including radar
purchasing agreement between the French company Thales and Iran Airports Company. A roadmap has been designed to be ...full story

Iran invests in meat processing plant construction in Semei
Iranian company Agro Portal, with the help of Kazakh Invest, has invested in the construction of the halal meat processing plant in the Ondiris Industrial Zone in Semei.
Foreign investment in the project stands at about $21.5 million. The construction of
the plant will start this year, reported the Kazakh Invest press service Jan.18. The Iranian company signed a contract for the implementation of an investment project that
provides investment and investment preferences with the Investment Committee of
the Kazakh Ministry of Investment and Development..... full story

Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan expand cooperation in tax sphere
The Kazakh parliament has approved a bill aimed at expanding cooperation with Azerbaijan in the tax sphere. The bill entitled "On the ratification of the protocol between
Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan on the introduction of amendments and additions to the
Convention between Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan to avoid double taxation and prevent
tax evasion with respect to income and property", dated Sept.16, 1996 . The document
aimed at developing cooperation between the tax authorities of both states by increasing the exchange of information, as well as applying domestic legislation when tax evasion and abuse of the provisions of the Convention are revealed.......full story
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Kyrgyzstan, Finland discuss bilateral cooperation
Prime Minister of Kyrgyzstan Sapar Isakov met on Thursday with the parliamentary
delegation of the Finnish Republic headed by deputies Ville Skinnari and Kari Kulmal,
Kabar with reference to the Kyrgyz Government’s press service reported. During the
meeting topical issues of bilateral cooperation between the countries were discussed.
The Kyrgyz prime minister emphasized that the visit of the Finnish parliamentary delegation to Kyrgyzstan is a testimony to the intensification of bilateral cooperation.
...full story

Kyrgyzstan invites Japan to jointly develop e-health care
«E-health care should become a priority area of cooperation with JICA. The state will
direct all efforts to modernize the infrastructure in this area,» the Prime Minister Sapar
Isakov said at a meeting with the Resident Representative of the Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) in the Kyrgyz Republic Kikuchi Kazuhiko. «However, we
need Japanese know-how, knowledge and technologies for introduction of electronic
medicine: electronic prescriptions, telemedicine...full story

Pakistan joins Trillion Dollar Markets Club after economic boom in 2017
Pakistan has become a member of the Trillion Dollar Markets Club, according to officials. Members of the Trillion Dollar Markets Club are countries whose economies,
measured by GDP on a purchasing power parity basis in current dollars, have grown
larger than one trillion dollars. The collective purchasing power of consumers in these
countries is estimated to be in excess of one trillion dollars. Based on October 2017 IMF/
World Bank estimates, Pakistan’s economy is believed to have grown to $1.056 trillion.
According to Federal Secretary for Trade Younis Dhagga,.... full story

Emirates offers exclusive discounted fares for Pakistani passengers
Emirates says Hello to 2018 by launching its much-awaited global sale to inspire and
encourage travellers from Pakistan to explore new destinations and revisit their favourite cities. For a limited time, Emirates is offering special offers on Business and Economy class fares to a wide range of cities across six continents. Bookings have to be made
between January 16 to January 29, 2018, for travel between January 19 and June 30,
2018.. .. full story
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Tajik Foreign Minister meets the UN Secretary-General in New York
The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Tajikistan Sirodjidin Aslov met with
the UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on January 18 in New York. According to
the MFA Information Department, during the meeting, the parties discussed the key
issues of cooperation between Tajikistan and the United Nations, including the issues of
social and economic development of the country and the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals......full story

Uzbekistan provided Tajikistan with discounts on the transit of railway goods
Uzbekistan provided Tajikistan with discounts for the transit of railway goods on its territory from 30 to 50%. As the Ministry of Transport of the Republic of Tajikistan reports
NIAT “Khovar”, this information was received by telephone message of the “Uzbekiston
Temir Yollari” railway company, addressed to the Ministry of Transport of the Republic
of Tajikistan. The message notes that a 40% discount relates to the transit of goods across
the railway along the “Keles-Kudukli” route. The discount for the transportation of petroleum products along the “Karakalpakstan-Kudukli.... full story

EBRD, Turkey sign donor fund agreement
Turkey's Treasury and the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
(EBRD) on Friday signed a donor fund agreement to support what they called "socially
important projects". The agreement was signed by Deputy Prime Minister Mehmet
Simsek and EBRD head Suma Chakrabarti in the presence of President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan in Istanbul. According a statement, the Turkish government will co-finance
socially important projects which will be executed in line with EBRD standards and
requirements. Erdogan said Turkey had an active .....full story

Number of newly launched companies up in 2017
Turkey's new business filings were up in 2017, an umbrella association of Turkish business community said Friday. The number of newly launched companies in the country
rose by 14.4 percent year-on-year in 2017, the Turkish Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges (TOBB) said in a report. TOBB said 72,871 companies were established last year, up from 63,709 in 2016. The report showed that 13,517 companies went
out of business in 2017, marking a 22.5 percent increase compared to the previous year.
.... full story
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Ashgabat to host int’l industrial exhibition
An international exhibition of industrial products, equipment and modern technologies
will be held in the exhibition center of Turkmenistan’s Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Ashgabat from Jan. 31 to Feb. 2, 2018, according to a message of the Chamber.
International Fairs Group is a co-organizer of the event. Technical equipment, construction materials, vehicles and equipment for the chemical, energy, oil and gas industries
and food enterprises will be showcased at the exhibition. High-level conferences and
consultations of international ......full story

Turkmenistan, Pakistan sign visa deal
Turkmenistan and Pakistan have signed an intergovernmental agreement on abolition of
visa requirements for holders of diplomatic passports, the Neutral Turkmenistan newspaper reported Jan. 20. The results of the recent negotiations in Islamabad were reported
by Turkmenistan’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Rashid Meredov. The
agenda of the Turkmen-Pakistani political and economic consultations included the issues of interstate cooperation. The sides also exchanged views on intensification of international and regional cooperation...full story

Uzbekistan adopts measures to ensure stable supply of materials and raw materials to industries
Uzbekistan introduced an order on selling 27 high-liquidity products, manufactured by
monopoly enterprises, on the basis of market principles exclusively through exchange
trades starting from 1 January 2018. President of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev signed
a resolution “On measures to ensure stable provision of the country’s economy with demanded types of products and raw materials”. The document said that gasoline, copper
cathode, copper wire rod, secondary aluminum, zinc metal, and forage wheat are sold at
the ...full story

President gets acquainted with innovative silkworm farm
President of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev began his trip to Surkhandarya region with
a visit to silkworm farm in “Inter Silk Pro” joint venture, in Termez district, the press
service of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan said. Cocoons of silkworm are
harvested and supplied for processing here on the basis of Chinese technology. Presentation of projects on development of agriculture in the region, organization of greenhouses, pomegranate, walnut plantations, intensive gardens and vineyards, cousinia and
pistachio plantations, fish and poultry ....full story

