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Afghanistan’s Post Office Begins Online Services
The country’s postal services have been “partially digitalized” as the offices
of the Afghan Post, the national postal organization in Afghanistan, were
connected to the fiber optic network through a one-year project, the Communication and Information Technology Minister Shahzad Aryubi said at a
ceremony on Thursday. He said this phase of the project has cost $900,000
and that other phases will also be implemented through which the provincial offices will be connected to the fiber optic network...full story

Minister Vows To Increase Afghanistan’s Exports
As part of the Afghan government’s accountability assessment, some cabinet ministers at a ceremony in Kabul on Wednesday briefed media about
their activities of the last year. Acting Minister of Industry and Commerce,
Ajmal Ahmadi, said Afghanistan’s exports will exceed $1.5 billion next year
while according to him, it was at least $900 million this year...full story

Overhaul of tracks, switches at Azerbaijan's Astara railway station begins
The overhaul of six station tracks and ten railroad switches has begun at
Azerbaijan's Astara railway station, Trend reports referring to Azerbaijan
Railways CJSC. The length of each of the tracks that form the basis of the
station fleet is 950 meters. The overhaul is carried out as part of the work
under the North-South project.
Considering that in the future cargo
transportation in this direction will be intensive, it is important to have a
solid basis for transport safety, and thus, the railways management attaches great importance to the matter......full story

Sumgait Technologies Park starts exporting power cables to Kazakhstan
Azerbaijan’s Sumgait Technologies Park (STP) has already launched the
largest cable export in the country's history. STP has started exporting a
big cargo of high-capacity power cables to Kazakhstan, according to the
company’s message. Six tent semi-trailers with cargo are already on their
way, according to the message. Also, under the contract, 77 tent semitrailers containing reinforced and other types of cables worth $5 million
will be sent to Kazakhstan...full story

ECO REGION NEWS
VOLUME 4, ISSUE 110

Page 2

Tehran to host intl. hoteling exhibition in late April
The 2nd international specialized exhibition of hoteling, managing, training, equipment and consumable items (Hotel Expo 2019) is due to be held at Tehran’s Shahr-eAftab International Exhibition Center during April 24-26. As reported by IRIB, exhibitors from Iran and various foreign countries including Italy, Switzerland, Germany,
Malaysia, China and South Africa are due to present their latest achievements and
services at the exhibition. According to the organizers, the exhibition is aimed at introducing and identifying active executive,...full story

Iran plans to double exports to neighboring countries by 2021
Iranian industry, mining and trade minister said the country plans to double its exports to the neighboring countries by the Iranian calendar year of 1400 (which starts in
March 2021), Tasnim news agency reported on Friday. According to Reza Rahmani,
currently the value of exports to the neighboring countries stands at $25 million and it
should increase to at least $50 million in two years. Mentioning the fact that only two
percent of the total imports of Iran’s neighbors comes from the Islamic country, Rahmani noted that his ministry is going to focus on... full story

Young Kazakh entrepreneurs to pitch start-ups at Echelon Asia Summit 2019
Ten teams from the acceleration programme Smart Zholy will present their start-up
projects at Singapore’s Echelon Asia Summit May 23-24. Twenty teams of Englishspeaking Kazakh entrepreneurs aged 18 to 30 were selected on a competitive basis
and given access to world-class experts to develop innovative products and services
that have potential in markets in Kazakhstan and Southeast Asia. “[Smart Zholy]
finalists are implementing their projects with the largest companies in Kazakhstan –
their solutions are used by the largest insurance companies,... full story

Kazakh GDP grows 3.8 percent in first quarter of 2019
Kazakhstan’s GDP rose 3.8 percent in the first quarter of 2019, said Kazakh First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance Alikhan Smailov at an April 10 meeting of
the Kazakh Security Council chaired by the country’s First President, Nursultan Nazarbayev. Smailov noted a 4.8 percent decrease in inflation. Investments in fixed capital increased 7 percent, while industrial production surged 3.2 percent. Car production rose 33 percent, he said. Chemistry and construction materials production and
machinery grew 10 percent. Production in agriculture, a key sector of the Kazakh
economy, saw 3.6 percent growth....full story
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Turkish Airlines opens new central office in Kyrgyzstan
Turkish Airlines on Friday opened a new two-story central office in Bishkek, the capital
of Kyrgyzstan, reports Trend citing to yenisafak.com Speaking at the opening ceremony, Zhenishbek Nogoibaev, the deputy Kyrgyz transport and roads minister, said Kyrgyzstan enjoys close cooperation with Turkish Airlines. The two countries have historical ties and expanding cooperation. Turkey's Ambassador to Bishkek Cengiz Kamil
Firat, who also attended the ceremony, said Turkish Airlines is Turkey’s flag carrier and
most valuable brand..... full story

Emergency Ministries of Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan discuss establishment of early warning system
The Emergency Ministries of Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan had the first joint
meeting in Bishkek, the Ministry of Emergency Situations of Kyrgyzstan said, reports
Trend citing to akipress.com Representatives of three countries considered several issues related to further development of cross-border cooperation, including cooperation
and sharing practices in respond to transboundary natural and … full story

Fresh move to check terror financing, money laundering
In compliance with the requirements of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), the Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) has announced new measures to
combat money laundering and terror financing. The new measures relate to SECP’s
fresh guidelines on anti-money laundering (AML), combating the financing of terrorism
(CFT) and proliferation financing — act of providing funds for acquiring weapons of
mass destruction. The fresh guidelines pertaining to “know your customers” (KYC) for
the insurance sector, stock brokers and the non-banking ... full story

ADB President lauds Pakistan’s reform process, assures continued support
Finance Minister Asad Umar and the Pakistani delegation he has been leading, met with
representatives of Asian Development Bank (ADB), World Bank representatives and his
Saudi Arabia counterpart, to discuss issues related to economy and reforms’ measures
taken by the country. They also held a number of bilateral meetings on the sidelines of
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank (WB) spring meetings in Washington DC, said a press statement received Friday... full story
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Tajikistan assumes chairmanship in OSCE Forum for Security Cooperation
Tajikistan will hold the chairmanship of the OSCE Forum for Security Cooperation
(FSC) from May to August 2019. The Forum’s Security Dialogues are an opportunity for
the 57 OSCE member States to discuss issues of military security and stability in Europe,
reports Trend with reference to news.tj At a meeting that took place in Hofburg Palace
in Vienna on April 10, Ambassador Claude Wild, Switzerland's Permanent Representative to the OSCE, handed over attributes of FSC chairperson to Ambassador Idibek Qalandar, Tajikistan’s Permanent Representative to the OSC, according to the Tajik MFA
information department...full story

Tajik defence minister lauds Pakistan Army's efforts towards regional stability
Defence Minister of Tajikistan General Sherali Mirzo on Thursday called on Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa and expressed his appreciation for Pakistan Army’s efforts towards regional stability, reports Trend citing to tribune.com.pk
The Tajik defence minister also praised the army’s professionalism as both senior defense officials discussed the regional security situation and matters of mutual interest
including enhancement of bilateral defence and security ... full story

This new $12 billion airport will be the biggest in the world — take a look inside
On April 6, Istanbul Ataturk Airport — which was considered one of the busiest airports in the world with 70 million annual passengers — officially ceased operations. All
commercial flights were transferred to Turkey’s new flagship international airport,
which means Istanbul New Airport is open for business. The first flight at Istanbul
New Airport took place October 2018, and now the airport’s first phase of construction,
which includes three runways and 15 million square feet of terminal space, is finished.
There are four phases to be completed by 2025, with a total cost of about $12 billion....full story

Turkish FM: Azerbaijan-Turkey co-op promotes stability in
region
The format of Turkey-Azerbaijan-Georgia, Turkey-Azerbaijan-Iran, as well as TurkeyAzerbaijan-Turkmenistan cooperation contributes to the strengthening of stability in the
region, Turkey's Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu said, Trend reports via Turkish
media. Cavusoglu noted that such cooperation formats are very important for Turkey.
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Turkmenistan, Afghanistan discuss use of transboundary rivers
A regular meeting of the Turkmen-Afghan water coordination group is taking place in
the Turkmen capital of Ashgabat, Trend reports referring to the local Altyn Asyr TV
channel. The event is attended by representatives of Turkmenistan’s State Committee
for Water Management and the Ministry of Agriculture and Environmental Protection,
as well as the representatives of the Afghan Ministry of Energy and Water, the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, and the Afghanistan Geodesy and Cartographic High Office
(AGCHO) ....full story

Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan mull development of cross-border trade
Chairperson of the Senate of the Kazakh parliament Dariga Nazarbayeva has received
Ambassador of Turkmenistan to Kazakhstan Toyly Komekov in Kazakhstan’s NurSultan city, Trend reports referring to the press-service of the Kazakh Senate. The prospects for cross-border cooperation were discussed. Nazarbayeva drew attention to the
proposals of the Mangystau region on thirteen spheres that were submitted to the Turkmen side for consideration. The projects for the construction of the TurkmenbashiGarabogaz-Kazakhstan highway and a new bridge across the Garabogazgol Bay will
contribute to an increase in trade turnover, cargo and passenger traffic...full story

Construction of “Kabul Corridor” considered in Uzbekistan
On 8 April 2019, a meeting of special representatives on Afghanistan from Uzbekistan
and the People’s Republic of China on Afghanistan was held in Beijing (China). As emphasized, our countries attach great importance to the consolidation of the efforts of the
international community to resolve the long-standing conflict. Highly appreciating Uzbekistan’s efforts to implement various projects in Afghanistan, the Chinese side expressed its readiness to join the development of the Mazar-i-Sharif – Kabul – Peshawar
railway project...full story

CAREC member countries discuss energy cooperation in Tashkent
The 29th meeting of the Energy Sector Coordinating Committee (ESCC) of the Central
Asian Regional Economic Cooperation Program (CAREC) was held in Tashkent. Delegates were welcomed by the Deputy Minister of Energy of the Republic of Uzbekistan
Sherzod Khojaev, as well as the Director of the Central and West Asia Department of
the Asian Development Bank Ashok Bhargava. Reported by the Press Service of the
Ministry of Energy of Uzbekistan. The meeting included sessions on the reform of state
-owned enterprises in the CAREC countries ....full story

