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Work On TAPI Project Discussed
Work on implementation of the first phases of the TAPI gas pipeline project
is underway based on its timeline and that there are no security threat
against it, officials from Ministry of Mines said. According to the ministry,
at least 90 percent of the first phase of the work on the project has been
completed. Pakistani media have recently reported that Pakistan is not
ready to be part of the TAPI project ...full story

Presidential Elections Campaign Officially Kicks Off in Afghanistan.
Afghanistan’s presidential elections campaign officially started July 28,
2019, and will be concluding on September 25th. The campaign has 18 candidates, with current President Ashraf Ghani and Chief Executive Abdullah Abdullah in the race. Hawa Alam Nuristani, the chairwoman of the
election commission, called on the presidential...full story

Economy minister: Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan seek to further develop economic relations
The trade relations between Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan will be further
expanded as a result of the opening of Azerbaijan’s Trade House in the
capital of Kazakhstan Nur-Sultan, Azerbaijani Economy Minister Shahin
Mustafayev said. Mustafayev made the remarks in Baku at a meeting
with Kazakh ambassador to Azerbaijan Beibit Issabayev in connection
with the end of his diplomatic term in Baku, Trend reports referring to the
Azerbaijani Ministry of Economy....full story

Azerbaijan increases export of electricity
Azerbaijan exported 101.8 million kilowatt-hours of electricity in July
2019, which is 9.8 times more than in July 2018 (10.4 million kilowatthours of electricity), Trend reports referring to Azerenergy OJSC on Aug.
2. The main reasons were the crisis caused as a result of the accident in
the power system in July 2018, as well as the measures to restore the lost
power in the power sector within the “Rehabilitation Program” and ensure the reliability....full story
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Iran-Azerbaijan 6-month trade more than doubled
The trade turnover between Iran and Azerbaijan has grown 2.2 times in the past six
months compared to the same timespan last year, IRIB reported, quoting Iranian Minister of Finance and Economic Affairs Farhad Dejpasand as saying. Dejpasand made
the remarks after a meeting with Azerbaijan`s Minister of Economy Shahin Mustafayev in Tehran on Saturday. He mentioned the positive cultural, political and economic relations between the two nations, saying that the two sides have joint investment
projects underway in various fields such as rail industry....full story

Energy projects worth $7.6b to be inaugurated by March 2020
Iranian Energy Minister Reza Ardakanian said on Thursday that 217 major energy
projects worth 320 trillion rials (about $7.62 billion) will be inaugurated by the end of
the current Iranian calendar year (March 19, 2020). Speaking in the opening ceremony
of a dam project in East Azarbaijan province, Ardakanian noted that the ministry will
also commence 23 new projects worth 360 trillion rials (nearly $8.6 billion) during the
current year. The official underlined the inauguration of 60 trillion rials (over $1.42
billion) of water and electricity projects during President... full story

$139 million in metallurgy, renewable energy projects launched in Karaganda
Region
Four more Kazakh Invest-supported projects worth $438 million are under construction
and installation, two of which will be completed this year. Among the projects are Linde
Group’s industrial gas production plant and Solarnet’s renewable energy project, which
are expected to create 1,800 jobs in the region. “Since the beginning of the year, nine new
investment projects worth 280 billion tenge (US$728.28 million) on renewable energy,
chemistry, manufacturing, metallurgy and agriculture are under…full story

Kazakhstan to build two sugar plants, seeks to reduce dependence on imported
sugar
The Ministry of Agriculture seeks to reduce the nation’s dependence on imported sugar by building two sugar plants by the end of 2021. The plants will be in the Zhambyl
and Pavlodar regions and cost $775 million. The plants will have a capacity of 100,000
tonnes per year and will use local raw materials. Sugar production in Kazakhstan fell
45.4 percent in the first five months of this year compared to 2018. Total production the
first five months of 2019 was 91,100 tonnes. The largest volumes of production are traditionally concentrated in the Zhambyl region at 67,200 ... full story

ECO REGION NEWS
VOLUME 4, ISSUE 125

Page 3

Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan to apply common approaches to administration of import
volumes of goods
Bilateral meeting of Chairman of the State Customs Service of Kyrgyzstan Almaz Onolbekov and Chairman of the State Revenue Committee of Kazakhstan’s Ministry of Finance Marat Sultangaziyev took place in Nur-Sultan yesterday, July 30. In the course of
the meeting, the sides discussed topical issues of bilateral cooperation and prospects for
further cooperation, as well as issues within the framework of the implementation of
paragraphs of Protocol of the Kazakh-Kyrgyz .... full story

Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan continue negotiations over railway
«For further dynamic development of the transport potential of our countries, we are
working to complete the negotiation process over the project on construction of ChinaKyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan railway network as soon as possible,» the Prime Minister of Uzbekistan Abdulla Aripov said today after the talks with his Kyrgyz counterpart
Mukhammedkaly Abylgaziev. According to him, the parties should actively use the
opportunities of Andijan-Osh and Irkeshtam-Kashgar highways... full story

Turkish company keen to establish partnership with Pakistani companies
A delegation of Turkish investors led by Ali Kurt, Director Technology Transfer and
Project Management, M/s. Incubation Istanbul visited Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry and showed keen interest to setup partnerships in Pakistan in areas
of interest. The delegation was representing various sectors including automobile,
home appliances, IT, financial technology, LED lights and education. The delegation
members said that they considered Pakistan as their second destination and wanted to
establish business partnerships in automobile, IT, home... full story

Govt focusing on promoting tourism: Bokhari
Special Assistant to the Prime Minister for Overseas Pakistanis, Human Resource Development (HBD) and Chairman National Tourism Coordination Board Syed Zulfiqar Abbas Bukhari paid a visit to the Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (RCCI)
here on Saturday. Addressing business community, Syed Zulfiqar Bukhari said that
government is focusing on promoting domestic tourism and in partnership with Chamber of Commerce and business community we will promote tourism... full story
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FAO, EU boost early warning system on climate in Tajikistan
An automatic agrometeorology station of pilot agrometeorological network was
launched today in Tursunzoda district with the support of the European Union (EU), the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and in close collaboration with the Agency for Hydrometeorology of the Committee for Environmental Protection.
The pilot agrometeorological network intends to introduce new approaches for
collecting and analyzing weather data to provide early warning to farmers on climate,
plant diseases and yield forecasting....full story

Meeting of the Government of Tajikistan
The Chairman of the Committee for Tourism Development Numon Abdughafforzoda
delivered a report on the procedure of the implementation of the tourism development
program in Tajikistan through 2020 and on Action Plan for the Implementation of the
Tourism Development Strategy in the Republic of Tajikistan for the period up to 2030.
President Emomali Rahmon instructed the government to take concrete measures for the
timely and effective implementation of the tourism development program as well as for
the development of the necessary ...full story

Turkish exports increase by 8.32% in July to hit $16 billion
Despite multiple downside global risks that continue to negatively affect the global
economy and trade, Turkey's exports have managed to maintain their upward trend so
far this year. What's more, they even manage to put forth their best performance in the
country's history. Turkey's exports surged 8.32% to reach $15.96 billion in July, said
Trade Minister Ruhsar Pekcan on Friday. The figure under the general trade system
makes July the best performing July in the country's export history,...full story

The 26th meeting of the Executive Committee of the ECO Chamber of Commerce
and Industry ends in Istanbul
The 26th meeting of the Executive Committee of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and the 17th meeting of the General
Assembly were held in the building of the Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey (TOBB) in Istanbul on 27-30 July. It was attended by representatives
of chambers of commerce and industry of the Organization’s member states - Uzbekistan, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Pakistan, Turkey, Kazakhstan,... full story
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Turkmenistan increases export of fruits and vegetables
Turkmenistan continues to strengthen its positions as an exporter of fruits and vegetables, Trend reports referring to Neutral Turkmenistan newspaper. More than 15,000
tons of tomatoes and cucumbers were grown in greenhouses and sent abroad in 2019,
which is almost twofold more compared to 2018. Moreover, over 7,500 tons of onions
were shipped to foreign consumers. Vegetables worth $16 million and produced in
greenhouses have been exported since the beginning of the year. According to the statistics, the harvest of tomatoes grown in the country ...full story

Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan sign border demarcation protocol
Working groups of the Uzbek-Turkmen Intergovernmental Commission on delimitation and demarcation of the state border between Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan held a
meeting in Bukhara, Uzbekistan from July 22-28, 2019, Trend reports with reference to
the press service of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Uzbekistan. The parties reviewed
the proposals for the project demarcation line of the State border at its individual sites
and agreed at subsequent meetings to present recommendations...full story

The Prime Minister of Uzbekistan meets with the President of Kyrgyzstan
Prime Minister of the Republic of Uzbekistan Abdulla Aripov held talks with President
of the Kyrgyz Republic Sooronbay Jeenbekov. Abdulla Aripov is on a working visit to
Kyrgyzstan. During the meeting, the parties discussed the prospects for further development of bilateral cooperation between Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan, including issues
of cross-border, energy, inter-regional and inter-parliamentary cooperation. The head
of Kyrgyzstan noted that deepening Kyrgyz-Uzbek cooperation is always considered a
priority in the country's foreign policy....full story

ADB helps Uzbekistan to improve district heating in Tashkent city through public-private partnership
Mayor of Tashkent city municipality Mr. Jahongir Artikkhodjaev and Country Director
of Asian Development Bank’s (ADB) Uzbekistan Resident Mission Ms. Cindy Malvicini
signed the memorandum of agreement to advise on a public-private partnerships (PPPs)
to improve district heating services in Tashkent city. The Government of Uzbekistan
has set an ambitious target to significantly increase energy efficiency in all sectors via
modernization, technological re-equipment of existing facilities, introduction of energyefficient technologies, and wider utilization of renewable.....full story

