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International markets available for Afghanistan saffron or red gold
Due to its high prices in the world markets and its frequent use, saffron has
been named “Red Gold”. It is a herb that has been planted since few years
in Herat and growers and traders earn good benefit from it. Hundreds hectar land in Enjil, Gozara, Ghoryan, Zindajan and Pashtonzarghoon districts,
Herat province are under saffron plantation that has caused many people
to call Herat as the saffron city. The name of saffron has been tied with Herat. Despite the ...full story

Afghanistan Ranked 173 In World Bank’s ‘Doing Business’ Index
According to the report, Afghanistan’s position has dropped by six points
in this year’s index of doing business against last year. The report states
that based on the World Bank’s assessment, Afghanistan had no visible
achievement in at least 7 indexes in trade and business sectors. Meanwhile,
officials from the Chamber of Commerce ...full story

Azerbaijani trade port joins TITR International Association
Baku Hovsan International Sea Trade Port OJSC has joined the TransCaspian International Transport Corridor (TITR) International Association, a source within ADY Container company of Azerbaijan Railways has
informed. In addition, Azerbaijani and Kazakh ports have reached an
agreement on the automatic exchange of information in a bid to increase
the overall efficiency of transportation in the...full story

Azerbaijan, Iran to build joint industrial town
Azerbaijan has reached an agreement with its southern neighbour Iran to
establish a joint industrial town. The construction of the industrial town
will start soon, Iranian Ambassador to Azerbaijan Javad Jahangirzadeh
has said. In his words, given the great potential for agricultural development in both countries, the construction of the town should create a processing industry for agricultural products. “The products will be exported first to Azerbaijan and then to the Iranian....full story
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Iran Agrifood Exports Reach $1.9b in Five Months
More than 2.5 million tons of agrifood products worth $1.95 million were exported
from Iran during the first five months of the current Iranian year (March 21-Aug. 22).
“This accounts for 10.97% of Iran’s total non-oil exports during the period,” Abdolmehdi Bakhshandeh, deputy agriculture minister for planning and economic affairs, added. “Iran’s main export destinations were Iraq, Afghanistan, the UAE, Pakistan, Russia, India, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Germany and some East Asian countries,” he was
quoted as saying by Young Journalists Club....full story

Iran H1 Auto Output Dips Near 35%
Iran’s automotive output declined by 34.8% during the first half of the fiscal 2018-19
compared to a year earlier. According to data published by Fars News Agency in the
six months to Sept. 22, Iran produced 377,517 cars and commercial vehicles, indicating
a 34.8% decline on year. During the period, 348,268 passenger vehicles were made in
Iran, down 35.9% year-on-year. Production of vans, minibuses and buses plummeted
85.7%, 65.9% and 35.9% respectively compared to a year earlier. Iran’s ...full story

Kazakhstan jumps three spots to 25th in World Bank Doing Business Report
Kazakhstan moved up three spots to 25th on the World Bank Doing Business 2020 report,
according to the report published on Oct. 24. Kazakhstan made improvements in issuing
permits, ease of getting a loan and starting a business. However, difficulties in registering
property and resolving insolvency remain, according to the report. “Improving the position of Kazakhstan in the Doing Business rating was made possible thanks to the ongoing
systematic work of the government to reform existing legislation....full story

Kazakh PM instructs government to prioritise development of public-private
partnerships
Prime Minister Askar Mamin directed government agencies Oct. 22 to prioritise the
development of private-public partnerships (PPP). “The development of PPP is one of
the priorities in the work of the government. The most significant projects belong to
the transport, infrastructure, energy, housing and communal services, education and
healthcare sectors,” the prime minister said during an Oct. 22 conference call with government officials. Mamin instructed the officials to continue implementing major infrastructure projects, including transport, energy and utilities.... full story
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Kyrgyzstan to get $ 55 million for tourism development
Kyrgyzstan will get $ 55 million through a program to improve regional communications in Central Asia. Money will be allocated by the International Development Association to support the sustainable development of tourism in Issyk-Kul region. The draft
agreement has been submitted to the Parliament for ratification. It is planned to spend
the received funds on rehabilitation of the section of road Tyup — Karkyra checkpoint
in order to establish a road connection with ... full story

Kyrgyzstan expects export growth thanks to green economy
«Thanks to the principles of green economy, we plan to step up and unlock the export
potential in the supply of organic products,» said the Deputy Prime Minister of Kyrgyzstan Zamirbek Askarov at the World Green Economy Summit held in Dubai (United
Arab Emirates). According to him, nowadays, the country is actively working to create
a legislative framework for adapting the economy to the switch to green principles. The
practice of introducing and supporting ... full story

Planning Ministry Authorizes Release Of Over Rs 203.563 Billion For Development Projects
The Ministry of Planning, Development and Reform has so far given authorization for
the release of over Rs 203.563 billion for various ongoing and new social sector uplift
projects under its Public Sector Development Program (PSDP) 2019-20, as against the
total allocation of Rs 701 billion. Out of this total amount, the authorities concerned
were sanctioned to release an amount of Rs 106.067 billion for Federal ministries, Rs
41.790 billion for corporations and Rs15.925 billion for special areas, according to the
latest data released by the Planning Commission of Pakistan. ... full story

Improvement In WB, EODB Ranking To Pave Way For More Foreign Investment: Abdul Razak Dawood
Adviser to Prime Minister on Commerce, Industries and Investment Abdul Razak
Dawood said on Friday said that improvement of country's ranking in Ease of Doing
Business by the World Bank (EODB) would pave way to create a conducive business
environment to attract more foreign investment. Addressing a news conference here,
the adviser said the World Bank had improved Pakistan's ranking in ease of doing business from previous 136 to 108 out of total 190 big and small economies of.... full story
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Tajik Minister of Internal Affairs Meets with Pakistan’s Ambassador
The Minister of Internal Affairs of Tajikistan Ramazon Rahimzoda met with the Ambassador of Pakistan Imran Haider. The meeting focused on strengthening cooperation in
the fight against organized crime, exchange of advanced experience, as well as interaction of internal affairs agencies of both countries in prevention and elimination of crimes
committed by terrorist groups, reported the Tajik Ministry of Internal Affairs.
end of story

Tajikistan Moves Up 20 Places in Doing Business 2020 Ranking
After having moved up 20 places, Tajikistan is now in the 106th place in the Doing Business 2020 ranking. Last year, Tajikistan was in 126th position, according to the latest
World Bank (WB) report. “The decision taken by the government of Tajikistan to focus
on addressing critical business climate constraints that had dissuaded enterprises from
contributing more actively to the country’s ambitious development objectives have
shown first results,” notes the report. The WB Group’s Doing Business 2020 report has
recorded three related reforms in the past year earning Tajikistan a...full story

British consul praises Turkey's 'vibrant environment' for investors
Britain's consul general in Istanbul praised Turkey's "very vibrant environment" for British businesses. Turkey has been facing challenges over the last few years but big names
are still making money there and are enjoying being in Turkey, said Judith Slater, who is
also the trade commissioner for Eastern Europe and Central Asia. Addressing developments in the Turkish economy, Slater told Anadolu Agency: "We're looking to see if the
reform program takes off and really gets going and helps to solve some of the challenges
which the economy is currently facing."... full story

Govt's reform effort leads Turkey's Ease of Doing Business rank to jump to 33
Turkey has managed to greatly improve its position in this year's ranking of countries in
ease of doing business, a success that has emerged as a result of intense efforts by the
government over recent years. Turkey has jumped up 10 places to be 33rd among 190
nations in the World Bank's Ease of Doing Business Index released yesterday. Over last
15 years, Turkey has jumped 60 places in the index, boosted by the efforts of the economic administration, multiple amendments and regulations and reforms have led to an
improvement in the business environment in the...full story
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Presidents of Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan exchanged views on the prospects for
cooperation between the two countries
On October 25, 2019, a meeting was held in the Baku Congress Center between President Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov, who arrived in the Azerbaijani capital to participate in the XVIII Summit of the Non-Aligned Movement, with President Ilham Aliyev.
Thanking the President of Turkmenistan for participating in the Forum, the President of
Azerbaijan, the country that assumed the chairmanship of the Non-Aligned Movement
in 2019-2022, praised the open-door and multi-format international cooperation policies
pursued by neutral Turkmenistan......full story

Ashgabat stands for formation of global energy security system
Turkmenistan advocates for intensifying the formation of a global energy security system, Trend reports referring to President Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov’s speech in Baku at the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) Summit. “The basis of the energy security
system should include fair and transparent principles, equal access to energy sources
and means of their delivery, taking into account and recognizing the interests of suppliers, buyers and transit countries of energy resources,” the Turkmen president said, the
Turkmenistan State News Agency reported. For many years, Turkmenistan has been
taking steps to establish broad ....full story

The first finished products of Hyundai cars to be produced in the first half of 2020
On 24 October 2019, in Tashkent, a business meeting was held between representatives
of Namangan region khokimiyat and heads of South Korean companies, as a result of
which an additional investment agreement was signed to accelerate the construction of
the Hyundai automobile plant, one of the largest projects in region. The document was
signed by the khokim of the region Khayrullo Bozarov, Vice President of Hyundai Motors Commercial Vehicles Division Lim Hyun Jung, Hyundai Corporation Commercial
Cars and Railways General Director Pak Yong Hwan and Evergreen....full story

Uzbekistan plans to up export of oil, gas products
Uzbekistan’s President Shavkat Mirziyoyev held a meeting to discuss ongoing work to
develop the oil and gas industry, Trend reports citing presidential press service. The
issues in the oil and gas industry were analyzed, and the importance of measures taken
in recent years as part of the reforms to improve efficiency and improve the system of
managing the industry was noted. Instructions were given to take measures to fill in the
possible backlogs by the end of the year, as well as to formulate a forecast for the production and distribution of oil, oil products, natural and liquefied...full story

