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Publication of this issue of the ECO
Chronicle coincides with some developments
in the Organization. The reform process with-
in ECO is still ongoing. This entails, among
others, prospects for the future. The ECO
Vision 2016-2025 is being developed by the
Secretariat and the Member States which will
define new directions of the Organization in
the coming ten years.

The Secretary General-elect, Ambassador
Halil Ibrahim Akca from Turkey, will take over
his duties as of 13 August 2015 replacing
Ambassador Aleskerov. He will be the
eleventh ECO Secretary General whose lead-
ership in the ECO Secretariat will be of great
importance in the times of envisaged plans
for changes. ECO Chronicle wishes him suc-
cess in his tenure.

The ECO Council of Ministers (COM) will
convene its extra-ordinary meeting on the
sidelines of the UN General Assembly in early
October this year in New York. This meeting
is of great significance in terms of its agenda
and timing. The ECO highest decision making
body, the Council of Ministers, is expected to
address in its meeting in New York some
important agenda items and make decisions
on crucial issues. Ministers will also exchange
views on the directions ECO should take in
the next ten years. Their views will be guiding
the ongoing ECO reform process as well as
the recently launched process of drafting the
ECO Vision 2016-2025. This ECO high level
event on the sidelines of important meetings
such as the "Seventies Anniversary of United
Nations" and the "UN Summit to adopt the
Post-2015 Development Agenda" is also
important in terms of ECO visibility and
external relations.

This issue of Chronicle is also produced in
the time when newly concluded nuclear
negotiations seems to be changing the cir-
cumstances in our region and beyond. The
new environment, especially with the Iran's
sanctions to be removed in near future, will
in one way or another create more favorable
conditions for economic exchanges of Iran
with the outside world. Economic
Cooperation Organization may be one of the
beneficiaries of the new envisaged enabling
atmosphere.

The prevailing form of cooperation within
ECO emanates from the development para-
digm dominating in early 1990s when ECO
expanded its membership to 7 new member
countries. The sustainable development of
the countries and enhanced welfare and
prosperity of the peoples, as the very objec-
tives of the Organization and coupled to
regional projects and programmes, still consti-
tute the main drive for ECO and its activities.
In the last three decades or so, ECO Member
States expanded their cooperation into some
sectors and areas of interests. Various regional
frameworks and networks have been devel-
oped to foster regional cooperation and inte-
gration while the rate of participation by the
Member States in the activities varies from
sector to sector. This less-than-full participa-
tion by Member States in ECO projects, pro-
grammes and initiatives has been partly
attributed to the parallel membership. Some
ECO Member States are also members of
other regional organizations and programmes
in the same geography which provide them
with possibility to make choices from among
them.  At the same time, ECO has proved its
validity, and uniqueness, for outsiders. To the
international community and development
partners, ECO is now a reliable and credible
regional partner to implement global agenda
in this part of the world. UN agencies and
other global players have been drawn to
many partnerships with ECO targeting coun-
tries of the South and West Asia as well as
Caucasus and Central Asia. Addressing this
anomalous phenomenon, i.e. acknowledged
more by outsiders than members, ECO needs
to revisit its profile.

The above mentioned ongoing reform
process and the newly launched process for
developing the ECO Vision for the next ten
years as well as the global efforts to agree on
post-2015 development agenda are making
conditions all but conducive for devising a
new cooperation architecture for ECO. The
year 2015 can be a turning point in the ECO
history. The forthcoming events and develop-
ments in the ECO and in the United Nations,
as referred to above, can provide for a blue-
print for the envisaged ECO architecture for
2015 onward.
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The ECO Ministerial
Conference on Climate Change

was held on 27 March 2015 in Safranbolu,
Turkey. It was preceded by the Experts Meeting
on 25-26 March 2015. The Meeting was attend-
ed by high-level delegations from ECO Member
States and observers as well as Balkan countries
and international organizations. The ECO
Secretariat delegation headed by ECO Deputy
Secretary General, Mr. Seyed Jalaledin Alavi
Sabzevari, also attended the Meeting. 

As a 2nd consecutive high level ECO environ-
ment forum in 3 month organized by Turkey and
the ECO Secretariat, the Conference indicated
regional aspirations and resolve for bringing and
integrating vital climate agenda into ECO`s envi-
ronmental umbrella. It also highlighted the need
for meaningful and regular engagement by all
regional and international stakeholders for identi-
fying and formulating common regional
approaches and policy options, as well as the
imperative of a regional ambition before Paris
Climate Conference.

In his opening Statement in the Ministerial
Conference, the ECO Deputy Secretary General
gave policy overview of ECO`s environmental
profile and the important decisions taken during
the ECO Consultative Meeting on Environment
held on 25 June 2014 in Nairobi, Kenya and the
5th ECO Ministerial Meeting on Environment
held on 17 December 2014 in Istanbul, as well as
Secretariat`s engagement with international and

regional organizations, including UNEP and
United Nations Forum on Forest Secretariat
(UNFF)for maximizing existing synergies and opti-
mizing collective efforts to address environmental
challenges of the Region, including climate
change. He also underscored the importance of
ECO Safranbolu Ministerial Conference as a cata-
lyst and great opportunity for Member States to
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make accelerated preparations for the forthcoming
UNFCCC COP-21 Meeting in December 2015 in
Paris. 

The ECO Director for Energy, Minerals and
Environment, Mr. Orkhan Zeynalov, in his state-
ment during the opening session of the Experts
Meeting of the Conference on 25 March gave an
update and all-inclusive state of ECO`s environ-
mental dimension and climate change activities
vigorously pursued by the ECO Secretariat. The
ECO Director touched upon post-UNFCCC (COP
20) scenario in the context of regional aspirations
and commonalities, common challenges ahead of
Paris Conference, including, inter alia, identifica-
tion of scope and ground rules of submission of
Intended Nationally Determined Contributions
(INDCs) and underscored the importance of estab-
lishing formal relations with Green Climate Fund
(GCF) for all Parties, including ECO Member
States. 

In their statements, the ECO Ministers/Head of
Delegations expressed their grave concern over
burgeoning climate change affecting the ECO
Region and noted that this phenomenon has led to
extreme poverty, financial crisis, water scarcity,
droughts, floods, changes in coastal and terrestrial
ecosystems, forests degradation, sea level rise and
health issues. They called for a greater synergy to

bridge the gaps and ensure necessary complemen-
tarities, as well as enhanced arrangements within
the frameworks of time-bound targets for climate
resilient pathways. 

The Conference mandated the ECO Secretariat
to establish working relationship with UNFCCC
and help Member States through stimulating
regional technical dialogues for scope, submission
and other pertinent details on INDCs before COP
21. The Conference also emphasized that the
COP 21 agreement, a protocol, or an agreed out-
come with legal force to be concluded at COP 21
should include the principles of equity and com-
mon but differentiated responsibilities and respec-
tive capabilities, as well as, all elements such as
mitigation; adaptation and loss and damage; pro-
vision of finance; technology development and
transfer; capacity building and related matters like
transparency of actions, timeframe and facilitating
action in a balanced manner. The Member States
also agreed to increase regional ambition pre-COP

21 and adopted the Safranbolu Declaration on
Climate Change.

On the sidelines of the Conference, official 
"ECO Plaque" was presented by the ECO

Deputy Secretary General to H.E. Mr. Idris
Güllüce, Minister of Environment and
Urbanization of Republic of Turkey.
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The
Twenty-Fifth

Meeting of the Regional
Planning Council (RPC) of the
Economic Cooperation
Organization (ECO) was held
on 1-5 March 2015 at the
ECO Secretariat in Tehran. 

The Meeting was attended
by the delegations from the
Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan, Republic of
Azerbaijan, the Islamic
Republic of Iran, Republic of
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic,
the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan, Republic of
Tajikistan, Republic of Turkey
and Republic of Uzbekistan.
The delegations from the
Turkish Cypriot State and the Cooperation Council of
Turkic Speaking States also attended the Meeting as
Observers. The presidents and representatives of ECO
Specialized Agencies, Regional Institutions and
Affiliated Bodies, namely ECO Cultural Institute, ECO
Science Foundation, ECO Trade & Development Bank,
ECO College of Insurance, ECO Regional Center for
Risk Management for Natural Disasters (ECO-RCRM),
ECO Research Centre and ECO Institute of
Environment and Science Technology also participated
in the Meeting.  The Meeting was opened by introduc-
tory remarks by the ECO Secretary General,
Ambassador Shamil Aleskerov and inaugural statement
by Dr. Mohammad Khazaee, Deputy Minister of
Economic Affairs and Finance of the Islamic Republic

of Iran. Secretary General in
his report to the opening ple-
nary session highlighted the
main activities of the
Organization during the year
2014. Referring to the current
reform process, he requested
the Member States to develop
reform-supportive work pro-
gramme for Organization. 

The Iranian dignitary also in
his inaugural statement
expressed the hope that the
Meeting will help in initiating
result-oriented activities, com-
patible with the available
resources and the priorities of
Member States which would
also increase the overall effi-
ciency and performance of

the Organization.
The eight sectoral Committees of the RPC in their

deliberations took stock of the work done in the previ-
ous year and developed draft work programmes and
calendar of events for the different sectors, which were
later adopted by the plenary session of the RPC meet-
ing. In a separate meeting, ECO Secretary General and
heads of delegation of the Member States exchanged
views on the state of play of the ECO Vision 2015 and
discussed the possible directions for the new ECO
Vision 2016-2025. 

Regional Planning Council (RPC) is the most impor-
tant planning body within ECO which evolves annual
programmes for realization of the objectives of the
Organization. 
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The 12th Meeting of Heads
of ECO Railway

Authorities/6th Meeting of the Railway
Committee of the TTCC was held in Tehran on
17-18 May 2015. Delegates from all ECO
Member States except Uzbekistan participated
in the Meeting. The Meeting was also attended
by representatives from the Islamic
Development Bank (IDB), ECO-TDB,
UNESCAP, OTIF and UIC. 

The Meeting was inaugurated by His
Excellency Dr. Abbas Akhoundi, honourable
Minister of Transport and Urban Development
of the Islamic Republic of Iran. In the inaugural
session, the new "Map of the ECO Transit
Railways" was unveiled by the honourable
Minister of Iran and the Heads of the partici-
pating delegations. The Map was further
approved by the Meeting.

During the 2 day Event, the Heads of

Delegation of the ECO Member States deliv-
ered comprehensive statements/ presentations
on the latest developments and projects in their
respective railway systems. The Meeting also
considered a range of proposals focusing on
reduction and unification of tariff rates, utiliza-
tion of cargos, dates of dispatching of train and
infrastructure development along the routes
which were proposed by the Member States for
smooth functioning of the trains along the ECO
Railway Routes. The Meeting agreed on a range
of decisions in this regard. 

The Meeting also took note of the status of
cooperation with international and regional
organizations and recommended the ECO
Secretariat to take necessary measures to organ-
ize the railway related events at the national
and regional levels, in cooperation with these
organizations and in line with the existing
MoUs. 

Utilizing the opportunity of the presence of
two funding institutions in the Meeting (IDB
and ECO-TDB), a brainstorming session was
also held which discussed the ways and means
of promoting the regional partnership for imple-
mentation of the "ECO Railway Network
Development Plan". 

Moreover and on the sidelines of the
Meeting, an informal trilateral Meeting
between Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and Iran
(KTI) was held at the ECO Secretariat where
officials from the three enroute countries dis-
cussed and agreed on a number of issues to be
followed within the context of this Corridor. 

Heads 
of ECO

Railways
met in 
Tehran
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The 2nd ECO
Health

Ministerial Meeting was held on
19 May 2015 on the sidelines of
68th World Health Assembly in
Geneva, Switzerland. 

It was attended by honorable
Ministers and high level officials
from the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan, the Islamic Republic
of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyz Republic, the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan, Republic of
Tajikistan, Republic of Turkey and
Turkmenistan. Senior officials
from World Health Organization
(WHO) also participated in the
Meeting. A delegation from the
ECO Secretariat headed by
Deputy Secretary General also
attended the Meeting.

The Meeting, chaired by Dr.
Ghazizadeh Hashemi, the honor-
able Minister of Health and

Medical Education of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, reviewed the
state of play of health coopera-
tion in the ECO Region and
agreed on the outline for an ECO
Plan of Action on Health
Cooperation in post 2015. 

The outline, drafted by the ECO
High-level Experts Group
Meeting, defines priorities for
regional actions on health in line

with the emerging global health
agenda. 

Ministers also adopted the
"Geneva Declaration on Better
Health for ECO Region in post-
2015". 

Ministers decided to continue
to convene their meetings on the
sidelines of World Health
Assembly in the future. 
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The 3rd High
Level Experts

Group (HLEG) Meeting on
Energy, hosted by the Ministry of
Petroleum of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, was held in
Tehran on 25-26 May 2015. The
Meeting was attended by senior
experts from Afghanistan,
Azerbaijan, Iran (host),
Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan,
Turkey and Turkmenistan, as well
as, representatives from ECO-

TDB and ECO-CCI. The ECO
Secretariat delegation, led by Mr.
Seyed Jalaledin Alavi Sabzevari,
ECO Deputy Secretary General
also attended the Meeting. 

The Meeting proceedings
focused on evaluation of the
progress done in key action areas
of ECO Plan of Action for
Energy/Petroleum Cooperation
(2011-2015) and its projected
extension/revision, ways and
means to increase the role of

national stakeholder groups in
advancing regional energy agen-
da, and the important topics of
renewable energy and environ-
mental footprints of energy-relat-
ed activities in the context of
Rio+20 goals and sustainable
development agenda. Delegates
also deliberated on emerging pri-
orities of the Organization for
years to come, inter alia, estab-
lishment of ECO regional power
market, gas-to-power generation
and transmission, preparation of
energy master plan for the ECO
Region, promotion and facilita-
tion of B2B energy cooperation,
and deployment of environmen-
tally sound energy technologies. 

The Meeting adopted its Report
with reflection of key priorities
and objectives for ECO`s energy
domain to be endorsed during
the 4th Ministerial Meeting on
Energy to be held in Ankara in
November 2015.

ECO
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ECO Secretary General
Ambassador Shamil

Aleskerov attended and addressed the
high profile executive business luncheon
organized by the ECO Trade and
Development Bank (ETDB) in Istanbul on
2 June 2015. 

The Event was held on the occasion of
the 2015 Annual Board of Governors
Meeting of ETDB. Along with the ECO
Secretary General, Dr. Hossein Ghazavi,
President of the ETDB, and Mr. Cavit
Dagdas, the Turkish Governor of the
ETDB, made their statements in the busi-
ness gathering. 

ECO
CHRONICLE

The 6th Meeting of "ECOTA Cooperation Council", the
body responsible for implementation of ECO Trade

Agreement (ECOTA), and "Workshop on Implementation of ECOTA" were
organized by Republic of Turkey on June 15-16, 2015 in Ankara. The two
events were attended by the delegates from the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan,
Republic of Tajikistan and Republic of Turkey, as well as representatives from
the ECO Secretariat. Mr. Hasan Yalcin, Deputy Director General of
Agreements, Ministry of Economy of Republic of Turkey, chaired both the
Cooperation Council and the Workshop. 

The 6th "ECOTA Cooperation Council" reviewed the progress on the imple-
mentation of the decisions of its 5th meeting held in Islamabad in April 2014.
The Meeting also deliberated at length on the completion of legal and proce-
dural requirements for implementation of ECOTA and related matters.
However, no agreement could be reached on the dates for the start of tariff
reduction under ECOTA. At the end of the Meeting, the Council adopted its
Report. 

During the Workshop on ECOTA implementation, presentations were
made on Regional Trade Agreements, ECOTA Implementation, Rules of
Origin and Republic of Turkey's Free Trade Agreements. The presentations
were made by officials from Republic of Turkey and ECO Secretariat. Each
presentation was followed by a question-answer session. The participants
were of the view that such workshops can make immense contribution to
ECOTA implementation.

ECO
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Cooperation Council
convened in Ankara

Secretary General  
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Among the attendees of the luncheon,
along with the ETDB governors and repre-
sentatives of the ECO Member States, there
were the executives of banking sector from
the Member States as well as from some
international organizations and financial
institutions (D8, BSEC BC, IMF, EIB, etc).

It provided an opportunity to present the
ETDB with its expanded Membership to the
business community as well as the opportu-
nities and needs for financing, the chal-
lenges which have a bearing on the eco-
nomic development of the ECO Region. 

They were also informed about ECO and
its activities in different sectors of economy.

On the sidelines of the Event, ECO
Secretary General had an informal trilateral
meeting with the Secretaries General of
BSEC and GUAM, Ambassadors V. Tsvirkun
and V. Chechelashvili where they
exchanged the information on the activities
and developments related to their organiza-
tions and discussed the issues of regional
cooperation, prospects and possibilities of
implementation of common projects, as
well as necessity of closer coordination of
regional organizations' activities.

Ambassador of Republic
of Uzbekistan to ECO, H.E.

Dr. Ilkhom Akramov, whose stint as Uzbek
Ambassador to the Islamic Republic of Iran
has come to an end, paid a farewell visit to
ECO Secretary General H.E. Ambassador
Shamil Aleskerov on 13 April 2015. 

The Secretary General appreciated the
cooperation extended to the Organization
by Ambassador Akramov, who holds accred-
itation to the ECO since 1999, and wished
him success in his future work in the diplo-
matic service. They also discussed issues of

interest to the ECO and Uzbekistan. 
The outgoing Ambassador of Uzbekistan

also attended the 201st meeting of the
"ECO Council of Permanent Representatives
(CPR)", held in the Secretariat premises,
where Ambassadors of the ECO Member
States extended their best wishes to him. 

Uzbek
Ambassador
paid Farewell

Visit to
Secretary

General
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ECO Secretary General H.E. Dr.
Shamil Aleskerov received a delega-

tion representing TASIM (Trans-Eurasia Information
Super Highway) of Republic of Azerbaijan as well as
Representatives from a Financial Engineering
Company of Iran on 10th of June 2015. 

In the meetings, the possibility of involvement of
private sector companies in the ECO projects and
programmes was widely discussed between Secretary
General and private sector representatives. It was
agreed that the Organization could benefit from the
private sector in ECO Region especially in the field of
financial engineering services. The private sector rep-
resentatives also held meetings with the other con-
cerned officials of the Secretariat.

The idea of having these bilateral talks emerged
when H.E. Secretary General Dr. Shamil Aleskerov
participated in the "International Innovation and
Technology Exhibition" on 9th of June 2015 in Tehran
where two sides had brief talks and decided to have
meetings in the ECO Secretariat to examine the pos-
sibility of further involvement of private sector in the
ECO projects.

The Fourth ECO Steering
Committee Meeting on

Entrepreneurship and SMEs Development was
hosted by the Small Industries & Industrial Parks
Organization (ISIPO) of the Islamic Republic of
Iran on May 24-25, 2015 in Tehran. 

Delegations from the Islamic Republic of Iran,
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of
Turkey and ECO Secretariat participated in the
Meeting.

The Meeting reviewed progress made in the
implementation of the decisions of previous meet-
ings and agreed on new activities for further devel-
opment of SMEs and entrepreneurship in the

Region.
Organization of various workshops and exhibi-

tions, collection and exchange of data, exchange
of experts and focal points networking were
among the decisions of the Meeting.

The Islamic Republic of Pakistan offered its readi-
ness to host the next meeting of the Steering
Committee in Pakistan. 

The Meeting concluded its work by a field visit to
Charmshahr Industrial Estate, an Iranian leather
and footwear production complex.

ECO
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The 2nd Experts Group meeting for Finalizing
necessary formalities/ documents for establish-
ment of ECOPOL was held on 28-29 July 2015
at the ECO Secretariat in Tehran.

The Meeting was attended by delegates of
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, the Islamic
Republic of Iran, Kyrgyz Republic, Republic of
Tajikistan, Republic of Turkey, the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan as well as the officials of
ECO Secretariat. 

The Meeting was aimed  to accelerate the
process of establishment of the ECOPOL
(Economic Cooperation Organization Police), a
decision made by the ECO Ministers of

Interior. 
In a two day meeting, the police officers and

experts from the Member States and the rele-
vant officials from the Secretariat managed to
finalize mot part of the draft Statute of the
ECOPOL. 

They also agreed on the need for an interim
coordination unit to facilitate the establishment
of ECOPOL.

The envisaged Unit will be in charge of
organizing training and capacity building pro-
grammes for the police officers and officials
from the ECO Member  States.

ECO Police
officials made
progress
towards
ECOPOL
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ble implementation options. The
workshop was attended by delega-
tions from Republic of Azerbaijan,
Iran, Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan,
Turkey and Uzbekistan.
Representatives from the ECO

Secretariat and other international organizations and
interested donors also participated in the workshop. 

In his inaugural address, Mr. Laurent Thomas,
Assistant Director General of the FAO, emphasized
on the access to statistical and real-time data man-
agement as a key to understand regional dynamics
and evaluate their actual and potential impacts on
local economies and peoples' welfare. Referring to
the FAO and ECO joint cooperation for establish-
ment of CountrySTAT system in Afghanistan, he
pointed out that it is a starting point for moving for-
ward with this ambitious objective and expressed the
readiness of the FAO to provide all necessary techni-
cal and institutional support to the ECO Member
States to improve information quality and monitoring
system in agriculture and food security. 

The regional
Workshop on
"Stocktaking and
Lesson Learnt
from the Implementation of
CountryStat in ECO Countries"
was organized by Food and
Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) in joint col-
laboration with the Economic
Cooperation Organization (ECO)
on 25-26 June 2015 in Rome.

The main objective of the work-
shop was to present the achieve-
ments of the first phase of
CountrySTAT Project in
Afghanistan and to highlight the
importance of sustainability of
implementation of CountrySTAT
in the ECO Region through possi-
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CHRONICLE

FAO and ECO
conducted Workshop 
on Implementation 

of CountryStat



News in
ECO

EC
O

C
H
R
O
N
IC

LE

15

Mr. Pietro Gennari, Director of the FAO Statistics
Division, in his welcoming statement underlined the
success of the CountrySTAT activities in Afghanistan
and positive feedbacks from the ECO Member States
in the previous workshops which is encouraging for
continuation of this programme in the ECO Region.
He briefly reviewed the joint collaboration of the
FAO with other regional and international partners
and donors for successful implementation of
CountrySTAT in other countries and expressed hope
that with interest of all partners, improvement of
data sharing network and open access to agriculture
and food security data in the ECO Region would be
achieved. 

The ECO Secretariat was represented in the
Workshop by Mr. Amini, Programme Officer of
"Directorate for Projects, Economic Research and
Statistics" who appreciated the continuous support of
the FAO to the development of agriculture and food
security activities in the ECO Region, including the
improvement of the knowledge of CountrySTAT. He
highlighted the outcomes of implementation of
CountrySTAT project in Afghanistan which was
achieved despite all the problems and difficulties fac-
ing the Country. He stressed on the need for sustain-
ability of CountrySTAT Programme in the region
through active participation of the project partners.

The Workshop was briefed about the latest status of
implementation of CountrySTAT Project in
Afghanistan and on the achievements of the first
phase of the project that was presented jointly by
Mr. Azizullah Faqiri and Mr. Inayatullah Ghairat,
members of National CountrySTAT Team of
Afghanistan, who participated through videoconfer-
ence in the Workshop. While explaining the prob-
lems and impediments for implementation of the
Project in the Country, they recognized the Project
and its outcomes as structural programme for devel-
opment of agriculture and food security statistics in
Afghanistan. 

The Workshop continued its work with presenta-

tion on the framework, contents
and outcomes of the new
CountrySTAT Programme by the
FAO CountrySTAT Team with par-
ticipation of the participating del-
egates in the discussions on the
aspects of the Programme. The
Workshop welcomed the pro-
posed Action Plan on the
Implementation of CountrySTAT
Progamme in the ECO Region
presented by the FAO Statistics
Division. According to the pro-
posed Plan, the CountrySTAT
Programme will be implemented
in two phases in the ECO Region,
where in the first phase three
countries of the region, including
Afghanistan, will participate in the
implementation of the Project.

The Workshop was concluded
with a list of recommendations on
the future activities for develop-
ment of CountrySTAT Programme
in the ECO Region that was sup-
ported by participating delega-
tions from the ECO Member
States.

Two regional training workshops
on the implementation of
CountrySTAT for ECO Member
States had been conducted jointly
by the FAO and ECO. The first
regional training workshop was
organized in joint collaboration
with SESRIC within 21-25
October 2013 in Ankara and the
second regional training was host-
ed by the ECO Secretariat within
10-13 November 2014 in Tehran.



of Afghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan, the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan and Republic of Turkey.

The 3-day Workshop was inaugurated by H.E. Mr. Serdar
Denta?, Deputy Prime Minister, H.E. Mr Özdil Nami, Foreign
Minister of the Turkish Cypriot State, H.E. Ambassador Halil
Ibrahim Akca in Lefkose and Mr. Maraslioglu Deputy Secretary
General of the ECO in City of Girne (Kyrenia), Turkish Cypriot
State.

During the Workshop different topics including the potential of
cooperation for sustainable tourism development in the Region;
tourism potential in Turkish Cypriot State; the new trends in
tourism; protection of tourism assets; tourism planning and prepa-
ration of tourism master planning for ECO Region; joint tourism
and marketing strategies; and potential for travel industry were
presented and discussed. The ECO Secretariat also delivered a
presentation on sustainable tourism development in the Region. 

A 1- day sightseeing tour to the cities of Girne, Lefkosa,
Gazimagusa and Bafra Tourism Zone was also arranged by the
host authorities. The participants also visited the Eastern
Mediterranean University in Gazimagusa and were informed of
the activities of this University.

The Workshop on
Tourism was co-organ-

ized by Republic of Turkey and the Turkish
Cypriot State (ECO Observer) from 28 to
30 April 2015 in Girne (Kyrenia), Turkish
Cypriot State. The Workshop was attended
by the delegates from the Islamic Republic
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The 6th
Meeting of Board

of Trustees (BoT) of the ECO
Cultural Institute (ECI) was held in
Khojand, Tajikistan on 22 March
2015 preceded by the 5th High
Level Experts Group (HLEG)
Meeting on 21 March 2015. The
Meeting was organized by the
Ministry of Culture of Republic of
Tajikistan in collaboration with the
ECI. The Meeting was attended by
the delegations of the four ECI
Member States i.e. Afghanistan,
Iran, Pakistan and Tajikistan and
was chaired by H.E. Mr.
Shamsiddin Orumbekzoda,
Minister of Culture of Republic of
Tajikistan. The ECI was represented
by Professor Iftikahr Arif, President
of the Institute and Ambassador
Mohammad Reza Haji Karim
Jabbari, ECI's Executive Director.
The ECO Secretary General was
represented by Assistant Director
in-charge of International Relations
of the ECO Secretariat.

The 6th Meeting of the Board of
Trustees considered the compre-
hensive report of the ECI President
on the activities and programmes
of the Institute and reviewed and
approved its strategies, policies
and programmes for the period

2015-16. The Meeting also delib-
erated upon the financial and
budgetary matters of the Institute
and approved the budgets for the
years 2014 and 2015.

The representative of the ECO
Secretariat in his remarks stressed
on the significance of promoting
cooperation among the ECO
member states in the fields of cul-
ture, literature and arts. Referring
to the ongoing reform process of
the ECO, he emphasized upon the
need to enhance and expand the
role of the ECO Specialized
Agencies in supporting the broader
objectives of the Organization. 

Towards the end of the Meeting,
the participating delegations
appreciated the Ministry of Culture
of Tajikistan and the ECI for organ-
izing the Meeting in an efficient
manner. The delegations also
expressed their gratitude to the
host authorities for their excellent
arrangements and warm hospitali-
ty. 

Khojand
hosted the 

6th Meeting   

of ECI
Board of
Trustee
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The 1st Workshop on ECO
Seismic Hazard Reduction

Programme (ECO-SHARP), was hosted by the
Geological Survey of Iran (GSI) on 10-11 May
2015 in Tehran. The representatives from
Azerbaijan, Iran (host), Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan and
Turkey, as well as, ECO Secretariat delegation par-
ticipated in the Workshop. 

During the Workshop participants deliberated
extensively on the ways and means to enhance
synergy among the ECO Member States needed for
harmonized mechanisms for seismic hazard reduc-
tion in the Region. Issus such as formulation of
regional database and maps on seismic hazard,
inter alia, regional probabilistic seismic hazard
analysis by GIS-Ready layer/map based data, a
GIS-based database for the active faults across the
Region, compilation of data on historical and
instrumental seismicity, earthquake parameters,
seismic sources (active faults), analysis and presen-
tation of accurate data through Remote Sensing
and GIS techniques were also addressed in the
Workshop. 

Participants also attended in a technical site visit
arranged by the host organization to the active
fault lines in Kan Valley and Chitgar Park on the
outskirts of Tehran. At the end of the Workshop, all
participants were awarded with Certificates of
Participation.

ECO
Workshop on

Seismic Hazard
Reduction

ECO
CHRONICLE

ECO Member States discussed
Cooperation  on Handicrafts  

At the invitation of the Iran Cultural Heritage,
Handicrafts and Tourism Organization (ICHTO), a
meeting was held at Tehran Niyavaran  Cultural
Complex on 3rd August 2015 to discuss regional coop-
eration in the field of handicrafts. Representatives from
the Embassies of ECO Member States in Tehran, ECO
Secretariat and ECO Cultural Institute participated in
the Meeting.  The Meeting reviewed the activities by
the ECO for promotion and development of handicrafts
industry in the Region particularly through organizing
exhibitions. Dr. Soltanifar, the Head of Iran Cultural
Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Organization
(ICHTO) highlighted the important role of handicrafts in
creating jobs and low cost employment and invited the
Member States to pay due attention to this Sector
through devising practical measures. He also invited the
Member States to participate in a meeting of high rank-
ing officials of the ECO Member States in Tehran to dis-
cuss regional cooperation  on handicrafts. The
President of the ECO Cultural Institute, Mr. Iftekhar
Hussain Arif,  and the ECO Deputy Secretary General,
Mr. Seyed Jalaledin Alavi Sabzevari, also delivered state-
ments. The ECO Deputy Secretary General  presented
a brief history of ECO activities and elaborated on the
potential contributions of handicrafts industry into the
local, national, regional and international development,
particularly in poverty reduction, women empower-
ment and  job creation. He also expressed readiness of
the ECO Secretariat for promoting cooperation among
the Member States.  Ambassadors and representatives
of some Member States also shared their views on how
to preserve common cultural heritage of the ECO
Region, particularly handicrafts,  and ways and means
to cooperate in the industry within the Region. The
participants also visited an exhibition of Iranian handi-
crafts at the end of the Meeting. 

ECO 
Member States

discussed
Cooperation on
Handicrafts
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Upon the invitation of
the Mayor of the City of

Kashan, the ECO Council of Permanent
Representatives (CPR) convened its 202nd
Meeting on 11 May, 2015 in Kashan,
Isfahan Province, Iran.
Ambassadors/Permanent Representatives
and Representatives of the ECO Member
States except
Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan attend-
ed the Meeting.
The ECO Secretary
General H.E.
Ambassador Shamil
Aleskerov also
headed the delega-
tion of the ECO
Secretariat. 

In the opening
ceremony organ-
ized in the famous

"Fin Garden", Kashan Mayor Mr. Seyed
Mohammad Nazem Razavi welcomed the
distinguished Ambassadors/Permanent
Representatives and Representatives of
the ECO Member States as well as the
ECO Secretary General to Kashan and
thanked them for convening their 202nd
CPR Meeting in this cultural and historic

city of Iran (Kashan).
He also presented a
list of areas where
Kashan city is inter-
ested to cooperate
with ECO and its
Member States.
ECO Secretary
General and
President of ECO
Cultural Institute
(ECI) also made
statements in the
opening ceremony. 
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External
Relations

A delegation from Secretariat of United Nations
Forum on Forest (UNFF) visited the ECO

Secretariat on 8-9 March 2015 and discussed with ECO officials ways
and means to follow up the key recommendations of the "ECO-UN
Tehran Workshop on Harnessing Climate Change Financing for
Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) in the ECO Region" (April
2014) and reviewed the envisaged regional strategy for mobilizing cli-
mate financing for SFM in the ECO region. The two sides also
exchanged views on the three project proposals prepared by UNFF
consultant team encompassing outcomes of Tehran Workshop and
inputs from national focal points of the ECO Member States .
Representatives of the ECO Institute of Environmental Science and
Technology (ECO-IEST) and "Tehran Process Secretariat for Low
Forest Cover Countries" (TPS LFCC) were also presented during the
discussions. During the meeting, the UNFF consultant, Mr. Victor
Novikov from "ZOI environment" a Geneva based consultancy firm",
presented detailed presentations on ECO Region`s prospects in for-
est-related climate change financing, including newly-established
Green Climate Fund (GCF), Adaptation Fund and various GEF mech-
anisms. Special emphasis was given to the consolidated role of ECO
as a suitable regional platform for mobilizing relevant stakeholders
and policy makers across the region to formulate and submit forest-
related projects to appropriate multilateral financing mechanisms.
consultations on areas of mutual interest, including on enhanced
communication strategy and capacity building, seeking sources of
financing through existing and emerging climate funds, joint work on
providing ECO Member States with special tools for preparing and
submitting congruent and compatible Intended Nationally
Determined Contributions (INDCs) before 21st session of the
Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC (COP21) in Paris 2015.

UNFF was established in October 2000 by Resolution 2000/35 of
the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations (ECOSOC)
and is a global intergovernmental policy forum with the main objec-
tive to promote "…the management, conservation and sustainable
development of all types of forests and to strengthen long-term politi-
cal commitment to this end…" based on the Rio Declaration, the
Forest Principles, the outcome of the IPF/IFF Processes and other key
milestones of international forest policy.

Following a success-
ful ECO ministerial

meeting on the sidelines of the first
meeting of the United Nations
Environment Assembly (UNEA) in June
2014 in Nairobi which, among others,
resulted in wider interactions and
cooperation between UNEP and ECO,
the UNEP Executive Director, Mr.
Achim Steiner, in a letter addressed the
ECO Secretary General, extended a
standing invitation to ECO to partici-
pate as Observer in the sessions and
work of the UNEA and its subsidiary
organs.

The ECO-UNEP relations were given
a strong boost in the aftermath of the
Nairobi meeting. A high-level special
envoy of UNEP Executive Director visit-
ed the ECO Secretariat on 19 January
2015 and discussed with ECO officials
the state of affairs of cooperation
between two organizations where both
sides agreed on the frameworks to
enhance cooperation and interactions. 

Environment is now a cross sectoral
priority of ECO following the decision
by the 5th ECO Ministerial Meeting on
Environment held in December 2014
in Istanbul. The same ministerial meet-
ing also gave mandate ECO Secretariat
to expand its relations with UNEP,
including through observer status.

ECO
is granted
Observer
Status in
United
Nations

Environment
Assembly

ECO-UNFF
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The ECO
Secretary

General Ambassador Shamil
Aleskerov addressed the high
level participants of the third UN
World Conference on Disaster
Risk Reduction (14-18 March
2015) in Sendai, Japan. In a
statement delivered on 16 March
2015, the ECO Secretary
General briefed the high level
audience on the ECO activities,
including in the area of disaster
reduction and outlined ECO
prospects in post-Sendai era. 

ECO Secretary General also
attended "ECO Ministerial Lunch"
on the sidelines of the UN
Conference where ministers/high
level officials from the ECO
Member States and the Secretary
General explored enhanced
regional cooperation on disaster
risk reduction in post- Sendai

era. H.E. Mr. Ragim Lativof,
Deputy Minister of Emergency
Situations from Republic of
Azerbaijan; H.E. Mr. Kubatbek
Boronov, Minister of Emergency
Situations and H.E. Mrs. Elvira
Saieva, Minister of Education and
Science from Kyrgyz Republic;
H. E. Mr. Syed Tariq FATEMI,
Special Assistant to Prime
Minister from Pakistan; and H. E.
Numan Kurtulmus, Deputy Prime
Minister of Turkey (host) partici-
pated in the ECO Lunch. 

ECO Secretary General also
attended the Asian Ministerial
Roundtable on 16 March 2015
where ministers from India,
Thailand, Indonesia, South
Korea, Kazakhstan, China and
officials from Asian regional
organizations including ECO,
SAARC and ASEAN exchanged
views on the Asian approach to
disaster risk reduction in the Post
Sendai era. In his intervention in
the Meeting, the ECO Secretary
General highlighted the impor-
tance of cooperation between
Asian sub-regions in the course
of implementation of the Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction in Asia. 

ECO and Asian Disaster
Reduction Center (ADRC) also
reviewed possible cooperation
on the sidelines of Sendai
Conference. In a meeting with

ADRC President Mr. Hamada,
ECO Secretary General
Ambassador Shamil Aleskerov
shared his views on the ways and
means to establish cooperation
between two organizations
whose membership are overlap-
ping (7 ECO Member States are
members of ADRC).

On 17 March 2015, ECO
Secretary General also had a very
fruitful meeting with Ms.
Margareta Wahlström, the
Special Representative of the UN
Secretary-General for Disaster
Risk Reduction. Both sides dis-
cussed about enhanced UNISDR
and ECO cooperation for the
period to come, particularly in
implementation of the Sendai
outcomes. 

Several thousand representa-
tives of the countries from all
regions of the world, including
Heads of State and senior repre-
sentatives from governments, the
UN, regional and international
organizations, private sectors and
NGOs have attended the
Conference where implementa-
tion of the Hyogo Framework for
Action (2005-2015) was
reviewed and the "Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction 2015-2030" and the
"Sendai Declaration" were
approved.

ECO 
Secretary General 

addressed the
UN Conference

on Disaster Risk
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in line with internationally-accepted data template
and metadata on short-term statistics for use in
macroeconomic surveillance and early warning of
economic and financial vulnerabilities. The QNA pro-
vide timely, coherent, accurate, comprehensive and
reasonably detailed data to serve as a framework for
assessing, analyzing and monitoring current economic
development. It uses same standard classification as in
Annual National Accounts, in a higher level of aggre-
gation and timelier than provided by ANA, that focus-
es on growth rates and their temporal characteristics
such as acceleration and deceleration. 

In the opening session of the Workshop, ECO
Deputy Secretary General welcomed the participants
and appreciated the Statistical Centre of Iran and
UNSD for their contributions to organizing this region-
al training. He highlighted the importance of technical
trainings on development of the Systems of National
Accounts in the Region. In the opening message of
the Head of the SCI, he stressed on importance of
availability of timely key high-frequency data in
detecting sources of vulnerability and implementing
corrective actions in time and highlighted the compi-
lation of Quarterly National Accounts which provide a
picture of current economic development in more
comprehensive manner than provided by individual
short-term indicators. 

The training materials were presented by three
resource persons from the UNSD, Turkish Statistical
Institute (TurkStat) and the Statistical Centre of Iran.
Also a number of sessions were allocated to country
presentations by participating countries, where the sit-
uation of compiling Quarterly National Accounts
along with scope and coverage of QNA, data sources
for compiling QNA, benchmarking techniques in use,
seasonal adjustment methods used, if any, price and
volume measures, revision policy and dissemination
practices in their respective counties were presented
to the participants. The training workshop was attend-
ed by participants from Republic of Azerbaijan, Iran
(host country), Kyrgyz Republic, Pakistan, Tajikistan
and Turkey. The training workshop was concluded
with awarding the Certificates of Completion to par-
ticipants.

The regional
training workshop

on "Compilation of Quarterly
National Accounts for ECO Member
Countries" was conducted jointly by
the United Nations Statistics
Division (UNSD), Statistical Centre
of Iran (SCI) and Economic
Cooperation Organization (ECO)
from 8 to 11 March 2015 in
Tehran. The Statistical Centre of
Iran hosted the training workshop in
its Statistical Research and Training
Centre.

The training workshop was organ-
ized in the framework of ECO-
UNSD joint cooperation for imple-
mentation of statistical capacity
building programme for ECO
National Statistical Offices. This
joint cooperation has so far resulted
in co-organizing a number of
regional training workshops on
developing the System of National
Accounts (SNA) for ECO member
countries in 2007, 2012, 2013 and
2015. 

The main objective of this training
workshop was to provide basic
knowledge about compilation of
Quarterly National Accounts (QNA)

Iran hosted joint 
Training Workshop with
UN and ECO

on National Accounts
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The "Multi-year
Expert Meeting

on Investment, Innovation, and
Entrepreneurship for productive
Capacity-building and Sustainable
Development" was organized by
the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNC-
TAD) on 30-31 March 2015 in
Geneva, Switzerland. The Meeting
was attended by representatives
from several national, regional and
international organizations respon-
sible for the above mentioned
subject matter. The ECO
Secretariat was represented by
Deputy Secretary General Mr.
Hayri Maraslioglu.

The Meeting concentrated on
entrepreneurship and its construc-
tive role in driving economic
growth, enhancing productive
capacity, creating employment
and decent work to eradicate
poverty in developing countries
and economies in transition, with
special focus on micro, small and
medium-sized enterprises. 

The Meeting was organized in
four panel discussions, addressing:
(i) lessons learned for formulating
a national entrepreneurship strate-
gy, (ii) upgrading entrepreneurial
skills to promote inclusive and sus-
tainable value chains, (iii) enhanc-
ing the entrepreneurship eco-sys-

tem for youth, and (iv) best prac-
tices in key areas for inclusive
growth.

UNCTAD is the principal organ
within the United Nations dealing
with trade, investment, and devel-
opment issues. The Organization's
goals are to "maximize the trade,
investment and development
opportunities of developing coun-
tries and assist them in their efforts
to integrate into the world econo-
my on an equitable basis." In
1999, ECO signed an MoU with
UNCTAD and agreed to cooper-
ate on different development
related activities.

The FAO
and OIE

International Conference for
the Control and Eradication
of Peste des Petits Ruminants
(PPR), was held from 31
March to 2 April 2015 in
Abidjan, Cote d'Ivoire. The
Conference was organized
and hosted by Government
of Côte d'Ivoire, FAO and
World Oranization of Animal
Health (OIE), and attended
by more than 300 experts from
about 70 couintries as well as
representatives from regional and
international
organizations,
namely, AU-IBAR,
IGAD, COMESA,
WAEMU, ECOW-
AS, SADC, UMA,
CEN-SAD, ASEAN,
SAARC, EU, ECO,
etc. The ECO
Secretariat was
represented in the
Conference by Mr.
Gokten Damar,

Director of Agriculture, Industry
and Tourism.

The Conference concentrated

on reviewing global PPR situ-
ation and the key elements
for implementing a control
and eradication strategy on
PPR. Representatives of par-
ticipating regional and inter-
national organizations made
their presentations on the
subject. The Closing session
was presided over by Mr.
Daniel Kablan Duncan, the
Prime Minister of the
Republic of Côte d'Ivoire and

attended by Mr. Jose Graziano da
Silva, the Director-General of
FAO and Dr. Bernard Vallat, the

Director-General
of the OIE, where
a three-pillar strat-
egy against PPR
(eradication of
PPR, overall
strengthening of
veterinary services
and control of
other small rumi-
nants diseases)
was approved and
launched.

ECO Participated in the UNCTAD's  
Meeting on Entrepreneurship

ECO
Secretariat 

participated
in the

FAO/OIE
Conference 
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The Head of the Liaison
Office of United Nations

Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA)
in Iran Ms. Joanna Nathan visited the ECO
Secretariat on April 6, 2015 in Tehran and
was received by the ECO Secretary General
Ambassador Shamil Aleskerov. At the outset,
Ms. Joanna Nathan thanked the Secretary
General for the opportunity to become
familiar with the ECO and informed him
about her experiences, including in
Afghanistan. 

Secretary General congratulated the
UNAMA Representative for her appoint-
ment as the head of the Liaison Office in
Iran and briefed her about the structure and
the current activities of ECO. Secretary
General also elaborated on the current pro-
grammes and activities of ECO for
Afghanistan. He referred to some already
completed projects as well as ongoing proj-
ects such as a maternity hospital in Faryab
province, construction of a school in
Bamyan province, construction of public
park and rehabilitation of Kabul Zoo and
construction of a training center affiliated to
the Ministry of Rural Development, all
financed by the ECO Member States
through "ECO Special Fund for
Reconstruction of Afghanistan". 

Secretary General also informed the UN
Representative about some other specific
ECO projects directly targeting Afghanistan,
such as the EU funded project on fight
against trafficking from/to Afghanistan. He
underlined that almost all ECO activities and
projects contribute to the national, regional

and global attempts to address developmen-
tal challenges in Afghanistan. He specifically
referred to ECO policies and activities in
areas such as transport and transit; trade
promotion and facilitation; renewable ener-
gy; environment; disaster reduction; and
drugs and organized crime. 

Ms. Joanna Nathan also briefed ECO
Secretary General about UYNAMA activities
in Afghanistan and the way ahead. Referring
to the UN decision to review its all opera-
tions in Afghanistan, she elaborated on the
new atmosphere created in Afghanistan fol-
lowing the 2014 presidential election which
will have bearing on future UN programmes
in Afghanistan. 

ECO Secretary General in return referred
to the recent decision by the ECO to organ-
ize a review meeting and develop new poli-
cy approach towards Afghanistan which will
take place in the first half of 2015 in the
ECO Secretariat. Referring also to the
recently expanded cooperation between
ECO and UN bodies such as FAO, UNIDO,
UNEP, UNODC, UNFF, UNFCC and UNIS-
DR, Secretary General expressed readiness
to engage in Afghanistan-friendly partner-
ships with UN relevant bodies, including
UNAMA to help economic development in
Afghanistan.  Both sides agreed to continue
contacts with a view to elaborating further
any possible cooperation arrangement. 
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The "2nd
South Caspian

Petroleum & Energy Summit" was
held in Vienna, Austria on 14-16
April 2015. The meeting bought
together major oil & gas compa-
nies, policy makers, energy indus-
trialists, executives, and various
stakeholders from the ECO
Region and beyond to fast track
imperative topics of energy secu-
rity and sustainability, role of the
Caspian region, in particular Iran,
in global energy outlook, environ-
mental footprints and numerous
cross-cutting issues of regional
and global agenda importance.
The ECO Secretariat was repre-

sented in the discussions by Mr.
Orkhan Zeynalov, Director of
Energy, Minerals and
Environment.

The proceedings of the Summit
proved to be useful stock-taking
exercise with a view to elaborat-
ing potential energy scenarios
and options, inter alia, possibili-
ties of oil and gas exports from
South Caspian region in the con-
text of European energy security,
transit facilitation measures for
energy, possibilities for establish-
ment of Caspian Energy Grid as
well as various options encom-
passing energy arbitration mecha-
nisms.

Policy statement delivered by
ECO Director focused on perti-
nent matters for the enhance-
ment of synergy and coherence
among key energy stakeholders in
the ECO Region in the context of
global energy outlook, inter alia,
measures to be taken to advance
an energy master plan for the
Region, evaluation of current
bilateral projects from regional
perspective, establishment of
ECO Power Market, deployment
of environmentally sound energy
technologies, and promotion &
facilitation of B2B energy cooper-
ation.

ECO Secretariat attended
the 2nd South Caspian 

Petroleum & Energy Summit

The "Training
Seminar for the

benefit of the countries of
Economic Cooperation
Organization (ECO)", organized
by Islamic Centre for
Development of Trade (ICDT),
Islamic Development Bank (IDB)
and Permanent Committee of
Social and Economic
Cooperation (COMSEC) was held
on 7-9 April 2015 in Istanbul,
Turkey. The Seminar was attend-
ed by 8 ECO Member States,
namely, Afghanistan, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan,
Turkey, Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan as well as the repre-
sentatives of IDB, ICDT, COM-
CEC, and the ECO. The ECO
Secretariat was represented by
Mr. Hayri Maraslioglu, Deputy
Secretary General. 

The Seminar was an extension
of the training and awareness rais-
ing activities of ICDT on the OIC
Trade Preferential System (TPS) for
the member countries and was
aiming at the familiarization of the
ECO Member States with the said
Preferential System. ECO Member

States are also members of OIC and
3 of them, namely, Iran, Pakistan
and Turkey have already signed and
ratified the TPS/OIC and the
Protocol on the Trade Preferential
Tariff Scheme for TPS/OIC (PRE-
TAS). Like the Economic

Cooperation Organization Trade
Agreement (ECOTA), TPS of OIC
is considered as a major tool to
liberalize the trade regimes of its
member states.

During the Seminar, various
aspects of TPS/OIC Framework
Agreement, the Protocol on the
Preferential Tariff Scheme for
TPS/OIC and the Rules of Origin
were presented by the represen-
tatives of the said organizations
and discussed with the partici-
pants. In his opening statement,
Mr. Hayri Maraslioglu, the ECO
Deputy Secretary General out-
lined the ECO trade strategy. He
also made a presentation in the
first session of the Seminar, focus-
ing on the current status of ECO
trade and various aspects of ECO
Trade Agreement (ECOTA).

IDB and ICDT representatives
expressed their willingness to

work closer with the ECO
Secretariat in various areas especial-
ly in trade. ICDT recently has
devoted a special chapter in its
periodical TIJARIS (Issue nr. 139,
January February 2015) to the ECO
and its activities.

OIC
Organized
Seminar 
for the 
ECO

Member
States in
Istanbul
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A delegation from the
Embassy of the Bolivarian

Republic of Venezuela in Tehran headed by
H.E. Ambassador Amenothep Zambrano visited
the ECO Secretariat in Tehran on April 12, 2015
and was received by the ECO Secretary General
Ambassador Shamil Aleskerov. 

At the outset, Ambassador Zambrano thanked
the ECO Secretary General for receiving the del-
egation and shared his opinion about the impor-
tance of the ECO as a regional organization.
Ambassador informed the Secretary General
about the recent visits of Venezuelan govern-
ment officials to the ECO Member States with a
view to enhancing the bilateral relations
between Venezuela and ECO Member States. 

He also pointed out that Venezuela is a mem-
ber of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and is
keen to have stronger economic ties with the
ECO Member states. 

Ambassador further stated that Venezuela both
as an individual country and also as a Member
of a regional economic initiative, namely, ALBA
(Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples of Our
America), is eager to establish relations with the
ECO. 

He also added that Embassy of Venezuela in
Tehran follows closely the major activities and
decisions by the ECO, including its programme

of work, with a view to identifying possible
areas of cooperation between ECO and ALBA. 

Secretary General Aleskerov in return thanked
the Ambassador for his visit and congratulated
him on his appointment as the Ambassador of
Venezuela to the ECO Region.

He also thanked him for his genuine interest
in the ECO affairs and ECO Region. Secretary
General informed the delegation about the
interest from ECO side to engage into partner-
ships with different regional groupings. He
expressed his belief that although inter-regional
cooperation in areas such as transport are geo-
graphically uncertain, there are other areas like
finance, investment, energy, trade and tourism
where cooperation may be explored. He also
added that the exchange of knowledge and
information between the two organizations
would be very beneficial, including through
exchanging observership status. 

At the end of the meeting it was decided that
two sides would stay in touch with each other
and the Embassy would convey to the ECO
Secretariat its proposed areas of cooperation.

It was also agreed that there could be further
contacts between the Embassy and the relevant
technical directorates of the ECO Secretariat. 

Ambassador of Venezuela
Visited the ECO Secretariat
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Director
General of the

Italian Institute for Environmental
Protection and Research, ISPRA,
Mr. Stefano Laporta, visited the
ECO Secretariat on 27 April 2015
to explore ways and means for ini-
tiating potential partnership frame-
works. 

During discussions with ECO
Deputy Secretary General Mr.
Seyed Jalaledin Alavi Sabzevari and
his colleagues, as well as with the
delegation of the ECO Institute of
Environmental Science and
Technology (ECO IEST) led by its
President, Dr. Asghar Mohammadi
Fazel, the two sides exchanged
views to establish synergic and
coherent dialogue in on environ-

ment, including in the areas of cli-
mate change, management of
high-carbon terrestrial and coastal
ecosystems, air pollution, biodiver-
sity conservation, disaster manage-
ment, water pollution, research
and capacity building. 

The ECO officials outlined ECO's
robust activities in numerous sec-
tors and underscored the impor-
tance of environment as a cross-
sectoral priority of the Organization
and its active engagements with
regional and international actors,
inter alia, UNEP, UNFF, UNFCCC
and IPCC for bringing and integrat-
ing vital climate agenda into ECO`s
environmental umbrella and show-
casing need for meaningful and all-
inclusive engagement by all stake-
holders for identifying and formu-
lating common regional approach-
es and policy options, as well as

enhancement of regional ambition
prior to COP21 Climate
Conference in Paris.

Mr. Stefano Laporta, while pro-
viding an overview of Institute's
broad environmental portfolio,
stressed that mutual collaboration
could be reinforced through regu-
lar interactions and exploring areas
of common interest. 

In an official ceremony at the end
of the meeting, a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was signed
between ECO-IEST and ISPRA for
bilateral cooperation, including on
capacity building; exchange visits
of scientists and specialists;
exchange of scientific and technical
information; joint research pro-
grammes; and organization of
training and joint conferences and
seminars. 

Italian
Environment
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ECO Secretary General Dr. Shamil Aleskerov
attended the 48th Annual Meeting of the Board

of Governors of the Asian Development Bank held on 4-5 May
2015 in Baku, Republic of Azerbaijan. Along with the ECO
Secretary General, Dr. Hossein Ghazavi, President of the ECO
Trade and Development Bank (ECO-TDB) also participated at the
Meeting. Around 3000 participants representing ADB Member
States, international and regional organizations, banks and finan-
cial institutions, private sector, NGOs, etc. attended this ADB
annual meeting. During the Meeting, held under the title
"Fostering Partnership for Development", a wide array of the
development issues faced by the countries of Asia and the Pacific
as well as the role of the ADB in this regard were discussed in the
plenary sessions and a big number of seminars.

In his intervention made at the "Seminar on Central Asia,
Southern Caucasus and the Future of Regional Cooperation and
Integration", the ECO Secretary General described the ECO activi-
ties, particularly in development of transport connectivity in the
ECO Region, and called for cooperation between ECO, ECO-TDB
and ADB with a view to raising required financing for the imple-
mentation of the ECO projects.

ECO 
Secretary

General 
attended Annual

Meeting of Asian
Development

Bank 
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A delegation from JICA
(Japan International

Cooperation Agency) visited the ECO
Secretariat on 22 July 2015. The Japanese
delegation, headed by Mr. Kohei Sato, the
Chief Representative of JICA in Tehran was
briefed by ECO Deputy Secretary General
and other senior staff of the ECO Secretariat
on the ongoing activities within the ECO
Region. The ECO representatives also
informed the JICA delegation about the
recent boost in external relations of the ECO
through accelerated rate of partnerships with
partners from within and outside the UN sys-
tem. 

The visiting JICA Official in return briefed
the ECO officials on the assistance pro-
grammes of JICA in general and in the JICA
Tehran Office in particular. 

He underlined that JICA is assisting the tar-
get countries through ODA, grant aid and
technical assistance programmes. The two
sides continued their meeting with exchange
of views on the possible areas of bilateral
cooperation. They agreed to utilize other
opportunities to discuss further the optimal
format for possible cooperation in the areas
of interest to JICA and the ECO Region. 

ECO and
JICA

reviewed 
possible

Cooperation  
ECO
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A delegation from German Federal
Ministry for the Environment,

Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety,
led by Mr. Jürgen Keinhorst, Director of "Cooperation
with Eastern European Countries, Central Asia and
South Caucasus, the Middle East and North Africa"
visited the ECO Secretariat, Tehran, on May 6, 2015. 

At the beginning of the visit, Mr. Orkhan Zeynalov,
Director for Energy, Minerals and Environment of the
ECO Secretariat briefed the German delegation
about ECO's recent interactions with regional and
international actors, including UNEP, UNFF, UNFC-
CC, GIZ, GEF and IPCC for bringing and integrating
vital climate agenda into ECO`s environmental
umbrella and showcasing need for meaningful and
all-inclusive engagement by all stakeholders in identi-
fying and formulating common regional approaches
and policy options, as well as, intensifying regional
ambition prior to COP21 Climate Conference in
Paris this year.

Mr. Jürgen Keinhorst, while recalling his meeting
with the Secretary General Ambassador Shamil
Aleskerov in Tehran on 9 October 2014, reiterated
his resolve that the both sides shortly embark on
some joint projects and requested the Secretariat to
follow-up and facilitate the issue of placement of an
integrated expert from GIZ in the ECO Secretariat. 

The two sides exchanged views on ways and means
of further enhancement of synergic and coherent
dialogue, inter alia, possible designation of integrated
expert from GIZ in the ECO Secretariat, pre-COP 21
agenda, especially adaptation component, sustain-
able forest management in the ECO Region, high-
carbon ecosystem management, biodiversity conser-
vation and capacity building.

Delegation of
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The 1st Forum of Ministers and
Environmental Authorities of Asia Pacific

was organized by the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) in Bangkok, Thailand on 19-20 May
2015. The Forum was attended by ministers and high level
environmental authorities of 33 Asia-Pacific countries, includ-
ing 3 ECO Member States. The ECO Secretariat was repre-
sented by Mr. Orkhan Zeynalov, Director of Energy, Minerals
and Environment. The Forum proceedings focused on post-
2015 Development Agenda and emerging Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs); climate change and environmen-
tal outlook for Asia and the Pacific; implementation of resolu-
tions and priorities for United Nations Environment Assembly
(UNEA); and ways and means to overcome common envi-
ronmental challenges in the backdrop of emerging priorities in
Asia Pacific with a stronger and more unified voice at global
and regional environmental fora. The ECO Director delivered
a policy statement during the session on "Environmental
Outlook for Asia Pacific", highlighting recent progress in
ECO`s environmental domain and way ahead, common
efforts by ECO Member States and the Secretariat in tackling
environmental challenges, including those of trans-boundary
nature and interactions with key international players to bene-
fit from commonalities and complementarities.  The Forum
was a part of the UNEP`s response to the mandate given by
the Rio+20 for strengthening UNEP's regional presence and
implementation of resolutions and decisions made at the first
session of the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA-
1) and helping identify the regional inputs and resolutions to
be submitted for the next UNEA in 2016 and UNEP's medi-
um term strategy for 2018-2021.
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ECO
Secretariat attended

the 1st Forum 
of Environment

Ministers of Asia
and the Pacific An ECO delegation,

headed by Deputy
Secretary General  Mr. Seyed Jalaledin Alavi
Sabzevari, held bilateral talks with senior offi-
cials of World Health Organization on the
sidelines of the World Health Assembly and
ECO Ministerial Meeting in Geneva (21 May
2015). In his meeting with Dr. Bruce Aylward,
the WHO Assistant Director General for
Emergencies, the ECO Deputy Secretary
General briefed the WHO Official about the
newly adopted Outline for envisaged "ECO
Plan of Action on Health Cooperation in the
ECO Region" and requested WHO to help
the ECO Secretariat for preparing the "Plan of
Action" as mandated by the ECO Ministers.
He also referred to the ECO unique member-
ship and expressed readiness to help WHO
implement its agenda in the ECO Region and
its Member States. In return, WHO Assistant
Director General emphasized on the need to
primarily concentrate on more achievable
goals, including Non-Communicable Diseases
(NCDs). He also enumerated other areas of
possible cooperation with and within ECO
such as "Resilient Health Systems",
"International Health Regulations" and "Global
Health Security". The two sides also discussed
the possibility of cooperation between ECO
and WHO on disasters and emergency situa-
tions. In a separate meeting, Dr. Oleg
Chestnov, WHO Assistant Director General
on Non-Communicable Diseases and his
team elaborated on the WHO profile in
NCDs, including its activities in the ECO
Member States. Two sides agreed to maintain
contacts and to exchange further information
regarding their activities. 

The two sides also reiterated their interest to
explore areas in which cooperation between
ECO and WHO can be established with a
view to helping ECO fulfill its mission to
enhance health status in the Region. WHO
officials also accepted invitation to attend
ECO relevant meetings in the future.

ECO & WHO
Officials

Discussed
Cooperation 

in Geneva
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Secretary General, H.E.
Dr. Shamil Aleskerov,
participated in the 71st
session of the United
Nations Economic and
Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP) held in
Bangkok from 26-29
May 2015. The theme
for the session was
"Balancing the three
dimensions of sustain-
able development:
from integration to
implementation".

In his statement delivered dur-
ing the Ministerial segment of the
session, the Secretary General
highlighted the role being played
by the Economic Cooperation
Organization (ECO) for promot-
ing cooperation in various areas
for achieving sustainable develop-
ment of the ECO Region. He also
touched upon the measures
being adopted by the ECO and
its Member States to promote a
balanced and effective integration
of the three dimensions of sus-
tainable development, namely,
economic growth, social inclusion
and environmental sustainability.
Acknowledging the role of ESCAP
in working towards a more con-
nected and prosperous region,
the ECO Secretary General
stressed upon the need for
greater collaboration at regional
and sub-regional levels in order
to address the common chal-

lenges faced by the Asia and the
Pacific region. 

On the sidelines of the session,
the Secretary General held a
meeting with Dr. Shamshad
Akhtar, Under-Secretary-General
of the United Nations and
Executive Secretary of ESCAP.
The Secretary General briefed the
ESCAP Executive Secretary about
the status of ongoing cooperation
between the two sides in various

sectors and empha-
sized the importance
of technical and
financial assistance of
ESCAP for ECO's pro-
grammes and activi-
ties. The senior staff
members of the
ESCAP Secretariat
were also present
during the meeting. 

Earlier, the Secretary
General participated
in the side event
hosted by the
Government of
Pakistan on
"Prosperity through

Regional Trade and Transport
Connectivity". He shared ECO's
perspectives regarding trade and
transport connectivity in the
region and highlighted the impor-
tance of ECO Trade Agreement
for achieving greater regional
integration geared towards higher
economic growth, as well as
transport connectivity promotion
by ECO in the region. 

On the sidelines of the session,
the Secretary General also
attended the luncheon event on
"Energy for Sustainable
Development- From Plan to
Action" hosted by the
Government of the Russian
Federation. The luncheon event
focussed on the launching of the
Asia Pacific Energy Portal and the
first Regional Trends Report on
Energy for Sustainable
Development in Asia and the
Pacific.

ECO Secretary General
attended the 71st annual

session of
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H.E.
Mr.

Shamil Aleskerov, the
Secretary General of
the Economic
Cooperation
Organization partici-
pated at the 4th
International
Innovation and
Technology Exhibition (INOTEX
2015) which was held on 9-12
June 2015 in Tehran.

In his statement delivered during
the inaugural ceremony of
the Exhibition, the
Secretary General
described the current pace
of global developments as
unsustainable, both in their
inadequacy of fulfilling the
social and economic devel-
opment needs of billions of
inhabitants of the planet,
and in the dangers they

pose to environmental resources
and life-support systems.

He further emphasized the role
of science, technology and inno-
vation (STI) as important forces

behind both positive
and negative develop-
ment trends and the
need for making the
science, technology
and innovation (STI) to
be more participatory
and inclusive, hence
the enhanced public
engagement in the sci-
entific endeavors from

the full spectrum of social actors,
including women, young people
and indigenous communities. 

The Secretary General also
referred to the ECO's
capacity to promote South-
South cooperation and to
disseminate and create
technologies and the need-
ed capacity to absorb new
technologies in the
Member States through
establishing necessary
mechanisms.

ECO
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The 4th Meeting of the Customs
Transit Committee of the ECO

Transport Transit Cooperation Council is scheduled
to be held on 26th August 2015 in Kabul, the
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan. The Meeting will
consider and discuss, inter alia, the status of imple-
mentation of customs related provisions of the ECO
Transport Transit Framework Agreement (TTFA) and

accession of the ECO Member States to the
"International Convention on the Simplification and
Harmonization of Customs Procedures" as well as
the arrangements for facilitation of customs services
along the ECO road corridors. The ways and means
of implementation of the "ECO/IDB Feasibility Study
on Customs related Provisions of the TTFA" will be
also considered in the Meeting. It is expected that
all ECO Members States as well as representatives
from international organizations such as IRU will
participate in the said meeting. 

The Meeting will be preceded by some national
capacity building workshops on transport related
international conventions/agreements for Afghan
officials on 24-25 August 2015 in Kabul. The aim of
these workshops is to assist the accession of the
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan to the conventions
such as CMR, ADR and TIR.

Concerned stakeholders in Afghanistan, including
government agencies, customs authorities and trans-
port operators as well as resource persons from
UNECE, IRU and ECO will participate in these
workshops.

ECO
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mbassador Shamil Aleskerov is the tenth
ECO Secretary General who started his
tenure in August 2012. As the end of his
term of office was approaching, the ECO
Chronicle invited him for an interview

which is reproduced bellow:

ECO Chronicle: You are at the end of
your term as the 10th Secretary General of the
Economic Cooperation Organization. How do
you feel when you look back into your time in
ECO? 

Secretary General: Overall, I feel sat-
isfied. This time was very interesting and full
with challenges and opportunities, which we
have tried to address and use in order to
meet the expectations of the Member States
taking forward the cooperation in different
fields. 

ECO Chronicle: In the last three
decades, ECO has expanded its membership
and scope of activities. A mixed record of per-
formance attests to the fact that ECO still needs
to identify its strengths and weaknesses with a
view to concentrating on more conducive areas
of regional cooperation. This is also important
when ECO is developing its vision for post 2015.
As the outgoing ECO Secretary General, what is
your advice to the ECO Member States on the
way forward? 

Secretary General: It is necessary to
accomplish successfully the reform process
which the Organisation has embarked on in the
last two years. The reform process should con-
centrate on the implementation of the activities
and projects in the priority fields of cooperation
and related goals; which are development of
trade in the Region, enhancement of transport
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connectivity, ensuring sustainable energy supply
with wider use of renewable energies and
increased energy efficiency. Of major impor-
tance is to strengthen the ownership of ECO
activities and projects by the concerned min-
istries and organizations of the Member States.

ECO Chronicle: Regional platforms form
a critical component of many global agendas the
international community and UN system are
pursuing. One can hardly find a global pro-
gramme or initiative sponsored by UN or other
international players with no regional compo-
nent. Regional organizations have always proved
a critical mass of credibility in implementing
global agenda in certain regions. In the recent
history of ECO, especially in the last three years
under your leadership, how ECO contributed to
global agendas as a regional partner?

Secretary General: The Political
Declaration on Strengthening Cooperation
between the United Nations and Regional and
Sub-regional Organizations
adopted two months back by
the General Assembly of the
United Nations is a vivid testi-
mony to the importance
attached to the role of the
regional organisations in this
regard. ECO has always been
striving for such cooperation to
the benefit of our Region.
During recent years we have
managed to enhance our
cooperation with the UN sys-
tem, particularly with FAO,
UNIDO, UNODC, UNEP, WHO, UNESCAP and
UNECE. The ECO has been attracting new inter-
est from other UN agencies such as United
Nations Forum on Forest (UNFF). 

ECO Chronicle: For regional organiza-
tions and blocs, enlargement and expanded out-
reach constitute an instrument of visibility and
credibility. Enlargement happens frequently in
the regional blocs and organizations. It has not
been the case in ECO despite its huge potential
for attracting new members. In three decades of
its existence, ECO has experienced only one
enlargement in 1992, when 7 new members
joined the Organization. Was there any self-
imposed moratorium on further enlargement in
ECO since 1992?

Secretary General: I would not say that
there was a self-imposed moratorium in this

respect. In principle, ECO is an open organiza-
tion, but there was a need for elaborating and
adopting modalities regulating this process and
related decision-making. After such modalities
were adopted, it is now possible to consider any
possible application for membership or
observership status. There are two observers in
ECO now, and I believe more observer statuses
will be granted to countries and international
organizations in the near future. In the mean-
time, our Member States are interested in mak-
ing the Organization with present membership
more effective and efficient.

ECO Chronicle: Excellency, ECO is con-
ducting a reform process with a view to making
it more responsive to the needs and aspirations
of its individual Member States and the people
of the Region as a whole. You are leaving the
Organization in the middle of the reform
process. In your opinion, which directions the
reform process should take from now on?

Secretary General:: I
believe we have already done
a great deal of work in this
regard taking into account the
findings and recommenda-
tions of the Eminent Persons
Group (EPG), and it is neces-
sary now to maintain the
momentum gained to contin-
ue and accomplish the ongo-
ing process at the earliest, so
that ECO can function as a
more effective and productive
regional economic coopera-

tion organization delivering tangible results with
greater impact on the development of the
Member States and on the region as a whole.  

ECO Chronicle Final words? Any advice
or recommendation to your successor?

Secretary General:I wish my successor
to have a very successful term of office as the
ECO Secretary General, and to accomplish the
ongoing process of reforming this organization
which will make it able to fulfil all the expecta-
tions of the Member States. 

ECO Chronicle: Thank you very much
Excellency. We also wish you and your
esteemed family all the best. We remain hopeful
that ECO can still benefit from your contribu-
tions.
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E. Mr. Amenothep
Zambrano is the
Ambassador of the
Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela in Tehran. 

In his interview with the ECO
Chronicle, Ambassador kindly

shares his ideas in details on
regional and inter-regional coop-
eration and the experiences of
Venezuela in this regard. 

ECO Chronicle: Since its
enlargement in 1992, ECO with
its diverse membership from
Caucuses and Central Asia, as well
as South and West Asia has devel-
oped into a full-fledged regional

organization with growing interna-
tional profile and has been
engaged with national and region-
al stakeholders in formulating
result-oriented strategies and elab-
orating new partnership frame-
works for enhanced regional
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cooperation and dialogue.
On the other hand, the

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
is actively pursuing partnership
frameworks within Latin American
regional arrangements, inter alia,
UNASUR, Mercosur and ALBA. 

It would be interesting to learn
more about Venezuela`s experi-
ence, good practices and results
achieved in the context of collab-
oration within major regional
groups. 

Ambassador: 200 hundred
years ago Simon Bolivar wrote in
the Letter From Jamaica "I wish
more than anyone else to see
America form the greatest
nation in the world, less
for its extension and
wealth than for its
liberty and glory".
Since the founda-
tion and libera-
tion of
Venezuela, our
liberator thought
of our Latin
America as a great
pole and block of
geopolitical power as
long as it kept itself unit-
ed. A few years later in Panama,
the Amphictyonic Congress was
convened by Bolivar in 1826; its
objective continued to be intact-
the motherland is America- and it
pretended to found a confedera-
tion of nations, to establish ties
amongst the states and the gov-
ernments, and to promote the

integration of our peoples. 
Nevertheless, it was not

achieved, instead of keeping
together and strong we derailed,
each one on a different path, we
were separated, little and weak,
furthermore we were dominated

by foreign powers.
The Leader of the Bolivarian

Revolution, Hugo Chavez, raises
the flag of Bolivar, and re-vindi-
cates his unifying thought, his
integrating vision, the diplomacy
of the peoples; all from a rhetoric
totally opposed to the one that
kept us giving each other our
backs during the XX century.

Chavez promoted the comple-
mentarity as an alternative to the
competition, the solidarity instead
of domination, cooperation as a
substitute for exploitation, and
respect to sovereignty over the
corporate rule. 

The matter is to unify ourselves
or to see us sink; it is an existen-
tial necessity for the political, eco-
nomic, and social survival of the
region. Bolivar said "we cannot

expect anything but from
ourselves". 

Therefore,

Venezuela
during the
last years has
walked the path
of alternatives, a path that truly
integrates us and not the oppo-
site, nor that integrates us at the
expenses of others. 

Venezuela has played a key role
as a middle power in the Latin-

American region, closing gaps and
differences in social matters, cat-
alyzing economic asymmetries,
and unifying diverse political fac-
tors. Such phenomena takes place
in ALBA (Bolivarian Alliance for
the Peoples of Our America) for
the social, in MERCOSUR
(Southern Common Market) the
economic, and in UNASUR
(Union of South American
Nations) the political [factors]. 

These mechanisms aim at the
contribution of a greater social
inclusion and eradication of
poverty, for a greater economic
development and commercial
complementarity of our countries,
and for a renovated political con-
centration and in defense of our
sovereignties. 

ECO Chronicle:
ECO Region contains

one third of the
global hydrocar-

bon resources
and is an
important sup-

plier of oil and
natural gas to

the world market,
contributing to the
international energy
security.

As a holder of
world`s largest

proven oil reserves
and founding member of

OPEC, Venezuela also plays key
role in global energy outlook. 

Would you please share your
insights on ECO Region`s poten-
tial energy scenarios and consider-
ations taking into account your
country`s interest in this region as
well as the global need for more
robust and resilient energy archi-
tecture? 
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Ambassador: ECO has an
infinite potential on new modali-
ties of oil integration and energy
security. In one hand, they have
clients with high payment capacity

and industrial development, but
they also have less advantaged
countries with high poverty levels
that do not have access to fossil
energy and that cannot afford the
high prices of the oil industry; this

translates into poverty, hunger and
malnutrition. 

On this scenario exists an unex-
plored niche that cannot be
attended to from the traditional
position of a provider-consumer;
perhaps another form of relation-
ship could be established as part-
ners with different types of wealth
and hence complementary to

each other. 
I'll give you an example of what

Venezuela has been doing since
June 25th 2005:

Venezuela takes very seriously
the international energy security,
as you said, we possess one of the
greatest oil reserves in the world,
and without a doubt, we know

and believe that we have a great
responsibility with our region first,
and then with other farther coun-
tries and their energy and food
security. For this reason we found-
ed PETROCARIBE ten years ago.

Petrocaribe is a booster
initiative for the energy
integration driven by the
Government of the
Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela under the
leadership of
Commander Hugo
Chavez Frias; and its aim
is to secure energy sover-
eignty, integral develop-
ment and the political
unity of the Centro-
American and Caribbean
peoples. 

Petrocaribe is a multilat-
eral organism formed ini-
tially by fourteen
Caribbean nations;
Antigua and Barbuda,
Bahamas, Belize, Cuba,
Dominica, Dominican
Republic, Grenada,
Guyana, Jamaica, Saint
Vincent and the
Grenadines, Saint Lucia,
Saint Kitts and Nevis,
Surinam, and Venezuela. 

In 2007, Haiti,
Honduras and Nicaragua
joined the mechanism as
did Guatemala in 2008,
and the most recent
addition, El Salvador, in
2014 to reach the current
19 member countries.
Petrocaribe is an integral

proposal conceived under the
principles of cooperation, respect,
solidarity and complementarity
that promotes the direct energy
supply with financial facilities and
without speculation; additionally
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contributes with the expansion of
processing, storing and distribu-
tion capacities of hydrocarbons,
and the equitable and just
exchange among the member
countries with the objective to
drive the social productive partici-
pation and to rise the life quality
levels of the peoples.

One of the main challenges of
Petrocaribe is to help re-designing
an energy policy that accompa-
nies a social development in order
to face poverty, social inequalities,
technological dependen-
cies, energy asymme-
tries, and other situa-
tions that affect the
Centro American and
Caribbean region in
which population reach-
es over 83 million peo-
ple.

This way, Petrocaribe
develops several social
projects which are
directly related with the
agricultural, health, and
educational sectors of
the Caribbean member
countries through the
Fund ALBA-CARIBE,
which aims to reduce
the energy importations
and dependency. 

Oil and gas-main
resources of the world's energy
matrix- are natural goods that pro-
vide opportunities for the energy
integration of the peoples from
Centro America and the
Caribbean, and are priority mat-
ters in the Venezuelan diplomatic
agenda and foreign policy. Within
this framework of ideas,
Petrocaribe during its 10 years of
existence has played a key role in
providing "energy for life", becom-
ing a revolutionary unification

mechanism of its signing coun-
tries, while supplying energy that's
being used for the sustainable and
integral wellbeing of the region. 

According to some data provid-
ed by the performance report of
Petrocaribe 2015, some of the
achievements we can highlight
since its creation are: compensa-
tion of 3,471MMUSD of the oil
invoice with 3,018,829 metric
tons of food, and 10,621,035
units of products; development of
social-productive projects; energy
supply to the people of member
countries; establishment and
operation of 15 joint companies
in 12 countries; increase of the

store and distribution capacity of
hydrocarbons; and the refining
capacity of 135,000 barrels per
day for the benefit of the region.

Petrocaribe secures the supply of
35% of the energy requirements
in the region. It currently provides
hydrocarbons to 13 member
countries with the input of 88,000
barrels per day by year 2014 and
an cumulative of 313 MMB
between the years 2005 and
2014. 

Other benefits of Petrocaribe
includes the Agreement of Energy
Cooperation which encompasses
a financial mechanism with a

scale that can reach up to 50% of
the oil invoice, depending on the
oil barrel price, at an interest rate
of 1%. The energy agreement of
Petrocaribe also includes initia-
tives in areas of transport, logis-
tics, repairs, maintenance, energy
infrastructure, storing and distribu-
tion of fuels, technical formation,
and transfer of technology. 

For the country members of
Petrocaribe, the benefits of the
integration scheme are just simply
revolutionary. This mechanism

that already grouped 19
countries of mainly
Centro America and the
Caribbean, has been
named the "Anti-misery
Shield" for its immediate
effects in the energy
security and its repercus-
sions in the food security
of the peoples; helping
dramatically to contain
the advancement of
poverty in many cases,
and to reduce it in oth-
ers as long as the gov-
ernments implement
actions and complemen-
tary policies for social
justice and redistribu-
tion. The benefits for the
buying countries of
Petrocaribe are diverse:

Independence from transna-
tional oil corporations and their
intermediaries who raise the price
and speculate with the oil.

By having a common
provider, it is possible to establish
distribution policies that are ade-
quate to the scales of each coun-
try, guaranteeing this way a secure
and constant access to oil.
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Equilibrium of their fiscal
accounts with the allowance of
the financing of the oil invoice.

Elimination of financial inter-
mediaries by the establishment of
a direct relation with the producer
and distributor of oil.

Betterment of the external
debt profile of the country by the
increase of the payment periods
for an energy market that has
always been speculative and paid
for in cash. 

Economic protection from the
world financial crisis by the possi-
bility of access to energy in real
conditions of solidarity, coopera-
tion and complementarity.

The possibility to pay in a
complementary way with goods
and services.

ECO Chronicle: As a
young and dynamic intergovern-
mental platform, the Bolivarian
Alliance for the Peoples of our
Americas (ALBA) includes 11
countries of Latin America and
the Caribbean and embraces
wide-range aspects of economic,
social and political integration of
its members. 

As a former Executive Secretary
of ALBA, could you name some
potential areas where ECO and
ALBA can engage in exchange of
knowledge and best practices?

Ambassador:In many areas
and matters, an urgent one is the
climate change and the preserva-
tion of the planet.

It is of vital importance to
define political positions during
the next events and multilateral

meetings. Another topic is the oil. 
We are oil producer countries,

some of us OPEC members and
some others not, but we all have
a common denominator: our
economy and national budget
depend on a high degree on the
oil income, therefore we have to
establish strategies for a just crude
price, as well as other decisions of
interest for our peoples in the
energy matter. It is mandatory to
establish a mechanism of dialogue
and permanent consultation.

Furthermore, we must create an
extended political council formed
by our Ministers of foreign affairs
to establish agreements and to
politically agree in the different
international forums.

Additionally, it is indispensable
to have a group of financial action
which would follow the world
financial crisis and that would
provide a mechanism of solutions
for protection of our economies. 

We can also implement a com-
mittee of commercial comple-
mentarity to evaluate the necessi-
ties and potentialities of our dif-
ferent mechanisms of regional
integration, and being able this
way to establish trade flows of
goods and services that could
complement our balances. There
are many other areas we can
observe in the basic structure of
ALBA and that without a doubt
could complement the structure
of ECO. 

Together we can attend forgot-
ten areas and reinforce common
matters.

ECO Chronicle: ECO
Ministers of Environment has
recently adopted a historic "ECO
Climate package" adopting set of
recommendations in line with
ongoing global climate negotia-
tions.

ECO Ministers also adopted the
Istanbul Declaration on climate
change and green economy which
captured, inter alia, the impor-
tance of the transition to the use
of renewable energy sources,

existing energy resources with
clean technologies and environ-
ment friendly alternatives in order
to address more effectively chal-
lenges posed by environmental
pollution and climate change.
Venezuela ranks among the top
10 of the world's most ecologically
diverse countries, but still it suffers
from environmental degradation,
including deforestation and soil
degradation. 

What is your country's approach
to any new global climate regime
expected from Paris Conference?
What role you perceive for the
regional organizations like ECO in
this process.

Ambassador: Venezuela
and ALBA are committed to the
preservation of the planet and the
salvation of the human kind; we
do not accept any climate regime
that ignores the responsibilities of
the countries that caused the cli-
mate change and the detriment.
We reject equalitarian measure-
ments among the countries for the
next actions to be undertaken
with the objective to mitigate and
revert the effects of climate
change.

In this sense, we believe this is
a test of fire for the UN and all of
our sub-regional integration
mechanisms. We have to ade-
quate to the height of the circum-
stances and give answer to the
great problem of the climate
change. From ALBA, we are will-
ing to work with ECO with the
aim to achieve credible and appli-
cable solutions in the short term. 

ECO Chronicle: Thank
you for your time.
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E. Ambassador Naseer
Ahmad Noor is the top
Afghan Diplomat in
Tehran and the
Permanent Representative

of the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan in ECO. He was so
kind to accept ECO Chronicle invi-
tation for an interview:

ECO Chronicle: Afghanistan joined Economic
Cooperation Organization in early 1990s. What was
the main reason for Afghanistan to make such impor-
tant decision? 

Ambassador: Afghanistan has always attached
a great importance and paid special attention to
enhancing and extending economic cooperation

Interview with
Ambassador of 

the Islamic Republic 
of Afghanistan 

in Tehran
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among the countries of the region
as one of the main priorities of its
foreign policy. Thus our country
has put lots of efforts to secure
close and constructive economic
cooperation with the regional
countries particularly in the fields
of trade, transit and transportation
which are fortunately amongst the
main objectives of Economic
Cooperation Organization (ECO).
Furthermore, Afghanistan is locat-

ed in the heart of the ECO
Region, so it seemed quite a natu-
ral choice for us to be part of this
organization. In addition,
Afghanistan has a lot in common
with all ECO Member States from
historical, religious, cultural, social
and neighbourly aspects which
have paved the way and created
a suitable groundwork for bilateral
and multilateral cooperation with
esteemed ECO Member States.   

Considering these reasons Afghanistan decided to be
one of the active members of the Economic
Cooperation Organization.     

ECO Chronicle: Five out of six Afghanistan's
neighbours are members of ECO. In addition to bilat-
eral relations between Afghanistan and its ECO neigh-
bouring countries, ECO has been collectively commit-
ted to assist Afghanistan's efforts to foster economic
development and welfare of its people. ECO Special
Fund for Reconstruction of Afghanistan has financed
some projects in Afghanistan. ECO sectoral activities
in, among others, trade, transport, energy, environ-
ment, health, food security, disaster management,
etc., in one way or another, benefit Afghanistan. What
are the areas of immediate needs for Afghanistan
where ECO may contribute more?   

Ambassador: First of all I would like to express
my deepest gratitude for the generous and timely
contributions of the ECO member countries for the
reconstruction of Afghanistan. As we all know, more
than three decades of war and adversities have left
numerous damages and imposed lots of problems
upon Afghan nation and tackling these problems is
not easily possible for the Afghan government, there-
fore regional and international organizations have
been invited to assist Afghanistan and to play a pivotal
role to support the Afghan government's efforts. We
do hope that the regional and international organiza-
tions particularly ECO and the esteemed ECO
Member States will remain steadfast to fulfil their
commitments. 

Having been damaged by wars, Afghanistan is cur-
rently in process of reconstruction, thus it welcomes
any assistance in every fields particularly in the areas
of health, education, infrastructure, capacity building
and rural development.   

ECO Chronicle: In December 2014, ECO and
its partners completed an  EU-funded project on "traf-
ficking from/to Afghanistan". It was implemented over
5 years through cooperation between Interpol,
UNODC, German Criminal Police (BKA), German
Development Agency (GIZ) and ECO Drug and
Organized Crime Unit (DOCCU). The Project
addressed areas such as capacity building, border
measures and regional networking. Is there any inter-
est in Afghanistan to continue such projects?

Ambassador: we appreciate the efforts of ECO
Secretariat for encouraging the international organiza-
tions to take part in countering and combating nar-
cotics. Unfortunately, in the case of narcotics (like
many other issues), Afghanistan has become a victim.
You see before the imposed war, there were no
addicts nor a single poppy had been cultivated in
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Afghanistan. The war and conflicts fostered the suit-
able ground for growth of criminal economics in
Afghanistan, including drug trafficking. Now the ques-
tion is "how do the illicit drugs traverse thousands of
kilometres to reach the market? And how do the pre-
cursors travel thousands of kilometres to Afghanistan?"
Unfortunately, many countries are engaged in this
repellent cycle. There is a fact that if the market does-
n't exist, not even a single Afghan farmer will be will-
ing to cultivate poppy. We believe drug trafficking is
an immense threat and danger to all countries and
combating it is a universal responsibility, particularly
for those countries who are main consumers of illicit
drugs.  In fact the countries of resources (in case of
precursors and some other drug-related issues, other
countries are considered as resource country), the
countries on the narcotics transit routes and consumer
countries who are often more self-sufficient financially
must rally together to tackle this problem. It certainly
needs the international and regional commitments to
eradicate this misfortunate phenomenon. 

Afghanistan welcomes any effort and initiative to
eradicate the cultivation and trafficking of narcotics
and actively cooperate in this project and similar proj-
ects that aim at combating drug trafficking.  

ECO Chronicle: Reconstruction of Afghanistan
has been among the top agendas of the international
community, particularly donor community. The "Sixth
Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on
Afghanistan" will be held in Kabul in September this
year. As mandated by RPC, ECO Secretariat is also
planning a special Conference on Afghanistan in
2015. The Conference is expected to develop a new
ECO advocacy policy for Afghanistan. How can ECO
play a complementary role vis-a-vis that of interna-
tional community?   

Ambassador: Since enhancing and expanding
economic cooperation in the Region is one of the
main goals of ECO, it can play an active and construc-
tive role alongside other donating institutions and
organizations in the reconstruction process of
Afghanistan. Afghanistan is in dire need of supporting
role of this organization (ECO) alongside other con-
tributing institutions and welcome its active role and
participation in the conferences which are held for
the stability and reconstruction of Afghanistan. 

Many different countries and organizations including
the Economic Cooperation Organization have been
invited to participate in the upcoming Regional
Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan
(RECCA). we hope that ECO Secretariat and ECO
Member States will actively participate in this
Conference at the highest level because we believe
the presence of  ECO Secretariat and ECO Member

States will enrich this Event,
secure its success and contribute
to its objectives. 

ECO Chronicle: ECO is
now undertaking a reform
process. Would you please share
your opinion with our readers on
how ECO should look like in post
2015?

Ambassador: The govern-
ment of the Islamic Republic
Afghanistan appreciates and wel-
comes all initiatives and efforts
which lead to further functioning
and effectiveness of the Economic
Cooperation Organization.

Afghanistan has a positive vision
towards the ECO reform process
and its implementation is very
important and vital for the effec-
tiveness of ECO`s activities.
Afghanistan in consultation with
other member countries is
endeavouring to play an active
and constructive role in the
reform process of Economic
Cooperation Organization, and
eagerly pursue this purpose. 

ECO Chronicle:
Excellency, thank you very Much
for your time.
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ost of the Member States
of the Economic
Cooperation Organization
(ECO) have identified food
security as one of their pri-

mary concerns. This makes agri-
culture a key sector in achieving
food security for the ECO Region,
as it is the case in the developing
world. 

Agricultural production and pro-
ductivity growth secure the nutri-
tion by making food available and

accessible through
their income

generating

and employment creating capabil-
ities.  This is more so for countries
where agriculture occupies a con-
siderable share in the GDP  and
labor force. Constituting  more
than 11 percent of the  overall
value-added and  employing
nearly  37 percent of total active
population of the Region,  agricul-
ture is one of the major source of
growth and development   in  the
ECO Region. The Region is very
rich in variety of soil, environmen-
tal and climatic condi-
tions,

suitable for crop and livestock
diversification. Major farm prod-
ucts of the ECO member coun-
tries are wheat, barley, rice, sugar
cane, sugar beet, seed cotton,
potatoes, tomatoes, meats, milk
and milk products. Livestock pro-
duction in the ECO countries is
predominately based on tradition-
al systems, including small hold-
ings of cattle, sheep and goats in
villages and small towns for
their household require-
ments of milk and meat.
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Food Security in 
the ECO Region 



Agricultural production
in the ECO Region
reached 137 billion USD
in 2013, nearly  3.5 per-
cent of total agricultural
production of the world.
However, most of ECO
countries are net
importers of agricultural
products with total
imports valued at USD
48,444 million in 2013.
Total exports of agricul-
tural products in ECO
countries reached USD
35,442 million in 2014, a net
deficit of USD 13,002 million.
Despite the modest increases seen
in recent years, there is still an
untapped potential for the  growth
of agricultural  production and
trade.  

As indicated in the Table, over

the period 2012-2014, it is
estimated that about 12.9
percent of the population in
the ECO Region was under-
nourished with marked vari-
ation among countries.
According to FAO estimates,
the proportion of under-
nourished population
ranged from 32.3 percent in
Tajikistan, 24.7 in
Afghanistan to  21.7 percent
in  Pakistan. Kyrgyzstan and
Uzbekistan decreased their
unnourished population
compared with the past
indica-

tors. The most important develop-
ments have taken place in
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Iran and
Turkmenistan where  they reached
the international rate  of <5%. 

The incidence of poverty and
hunger is more prevalent in the
rural areas of the ECO Region,

especially among
women, children,
nomadic populations,
peasants with little or no
land, and agricultural
laborers in addition to
refugees. Women and
children are the most
vulnerable groups.
There is a concentration
of poverty among
nomadic populations
with small herds and
semi-arid-land shep-
herds. A smaller group

of the extremely poor includes
widows, sick and disabled older
people, who depend heavily on
direct state support. Malnutrition
and lack of medical services, espe-
cially in rural areas remain a seri-
ous health problem in some ECO
states. Under-nourishment (stunt-

ing) and micronutrient defi-
ciencies are more prevalent
in rural areas. Iron deficien-
cy anemia is a common
problem, goiter is endemic
and rickets and other nutri-
tional deficiencies, for
example of zinc and other
micronutrients, are also
found.

ECO, as a regional organi-
zation dedicated to eco-
nomic and social develop-

ment of  its Member
States accords top

priority to food
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Figure: Agricultural Production in the
ECO Region

Source:FAO 



security and agricultural develop-
ment in the Region.  The ECO
Regional Programme for Food
Security (RPFS), was prepared
with the technical assistance of
FAO  in 2004-05 and updated in
2008 and 2010. Comprising 9
regional components along with
various national projects, the
Program focuses on enhancing
agricultural production and trade
of agro-products in the ECO
Member States. The Republic of
Turkey has been elected as the
coordinating country to imple-
ment the Programme. A coordina-
tion center (ECO-RCC) was set up
in Ankara, in 2012.

The  9 regional components  of
the Programme are as follows:

1. Combating Transboundary
Animal Diseases

2. Integrated Pest Management
3. Coordinated Research on

Wheat Improvement
4. Inter-and intra Regional Trade

Promotion
5. Support to

Agricultural Advisory Services
6. Development and

Maintenance of Pastures
7. Establishment of Regional

Plant Gene bank
8. Strengthening of Regional

Seed Supply
9. Support to the Regional

Centre for Risk Management of
Natural Disasters

With respect to the provision of
food security, a significant progress
has been recorded in the field of
seed. ECO has started Technical
Cooperation Programmes (TCP)
with FAO on strengthening seed
supply in the ECO Region, which
aims to promote the integration of
the seed sector and promotion of
seed trade within and beyond
ECO member countries. ECO
Seed Association (ECOSA) was
created as an  outcome of the First
Phase of ECO-FAO Technical
Cooperation Programme (TCP)
signed in 2006. 

In line with the 8th
compo-

nent of RPFS, the ECO/FAO-SEC
Project on Seed Sector
Development in the Region,
amounting to USD 400.000,  co-
financed by Turkey within the
scope of FAO-Turkey Partnership
Programme (FTPP) and ECO (USD
350.000 and USD 50.000 respec-
tively), started its implementation
in May 2013 and will be complet-
ed at the  end of 2015. The
Project has been implemented
with the participation of  seven
Member States, namely,
Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kyrgyz
Republic, Pakistan, Tajikistan,
Turkey and Uzbekistan.

ECO-FAO Project on technical
assistance for the formulation of
strategies peste des  petits rumi-
nants (PPR) at global and regional
level,  developed by FAO,  started
with the participation of ECO
Secretariat. The Sub-regional
Workshop on PPR Control for
ECO Region is scheduled to
be held in

September/October
2015 in
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Table : ECO Population, Per Capita Dietary Energy Supply, 
and Prevalence of Under-nourishment, 2012-14

Source:  State of Food Insecurity in the World, 2012-14, FAOSTAT              ns*- Not stated.
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one of the ECO Member States.
The implementation of the said
Project is expected to be complet-
ed in 2015. 

The ECO Agricultural Bio-tech-
nology Network (ECO-ABN) is
under establishment process. The
main purpose of this Project is to
provide the national agricultural
research institutes (NARIs) in ECO
countries with an efficient tool for
collaborative research in biotech-
nology. 

ECO has started a process of
institutionalization regarding food
security in recent years. The deci-
sion making bodies of ECO have
approved the establishment of
various ECO affiliated bodies and
institutions in the field of agricul-
ture to facilitate the implementa-
tion of the RPFS. The Regional
Coordination Center for
Implementation of the RPFS
(ECO-RCC) was inaugurated in
Ankara, Turkey (2012); the ECO
Seed Association (ECOSA) was
established in Ankara, Turkey
(2009); and the ECO Regional
Center for Risk Management of
Natural Disasters (ECO-RCRM)
was set up in Mashhad, Iran
(2007). Institutions such as the
ECO Meteorological Calibration
Center (ECO-MCC) in Ankara,
Turkey, the ECO Veterinary
Commission (ECO-VECO) in
Tehran, Iran and the ECO Center
for Efficient Utilization of Water
for Agriculture (ECO-CEUW) in
Islamabad, Pakistan are also in the
process of being established. 

The mission of the ECOSA is to
promote and develop the seed
and plant breeding industry in
the Region. The

Association provides a forum for
cooperation and information
exchange among national seed
and plant breeders associations
and companies and represents the
interests of its members at the
national, regional and internation-
al level. Six International Seed
Trade Conferences have been
organized by ECOSA since 2009.
Experts and representatives from
private sector, seed sector special-
ists from ECO and OIC Member
States' public and private compa-
nies and various other internation-
al organizations and institutions
participated in these conferences.
As the results of these confer-
ences, around 900 professionals
working in the seed sector were
trained through technical work-
shops and had the opportunity to
establish business contacts. 

The ECO-RCRM was inaugurat-
ed on 4 September 2007 in
Mashhad with MOU establishing
the Regional Center for Risk
Management, which  was signed
by nine ECO Member States. It is
an affiliated body of ECO aiming
to promote cooperation among
Member States in the fields of
meteorology, climatology, hydrolo-
gy and climatic disasters for effec-
tive risk management of natural
disasters. ECO-RCRM has organ-
ized various Working Group
Meetings and Training courses for
the establishment of the Centre.  

The ECO-RCC for
Implementation of ECO-RPFS was
inaugurated during the 5th
Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture
(November 2012, Antalya,
Turkey). Housed at the Ministry of
Food, Agriculture and Livestock of

the Republic of Turkey in Ankara,
Turkey, the Center is meant to
mobilize and coordinate the
implementation of the RPFS in
collaboration with the Member
States. The concerned Turkish
authorities appointed a coordina-
tor and other staff of the Center.
The ECO-RCC has so far organ-
ized activities to coordinate and
facilitate  the effective implemen-
tation of the ECO-RPFS.

Although ECO-RPFS provides a
well designed integrated frame for
prospective regional and national
projects under its relevant compo-
nents, the Programme has not yet
been fully implemented due to
lack of  relevant project proposals
in desired quantity and quality,
lack of necessary financial mecha-
nisms for available projects as well
as failure to access the internation-
al donors. 

To ensure further achievements
and developments in the imple-
mentation of the ECO-RPFS, ECO
Secretariat in cooperation with the
Member States focuses on plan-
ning to organize training courses,
projects and programmes on pre-
venting trans-boundary animal dis-
eases, seed sector development,
food losses and waste reduction
and management of post harvest
waste. ECO aims at reaching the
international rate of undernour-
ished population (FAO definition)
which is  below 5 per cent in the
ECO Region, in next ten years.

------------------------------------------
About the author: Mr. Gokten

DAMAR is the Director of "Agriculture,
Industry and Tourism" at the ECO

Secretariat in Tehran.
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Preamble
Disasters triggered by nat-

ural hazards continue to
cause human and material
damages and losses and
affect the socio-economic
development of various
communities and countries.
New phenomenon like cli-

mate change and rapid
urbanization have multi-
plied the negative impact of
disasters due to their role in
creating widespread vulner-
abilities in communities and
nations.

Over the past decade,

Third World 
Conference on Disaster 

Risk Reduction: 
Outcomes and

Prospects for ECO
Region
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over 700 thousand people lost their lives,
over 1.4 million were injured and
approximately 23 million were made
homeless as a result of disasters. Overall,
more than 1.5 billion people were affect-
ed by disasters in various ways. 

Women, children and people in vulner-
able situations were disproportionately
affected. 

The total economic loss was more than
$1.3 trillion. In addition,
between 2008 and 2012,
144 million people were
displaced by
disasters.(SFDRR , page 4)

Local and national
efforts to face the chal-
lenge of disasters has a
long history, but it has
been only in the recent
decades that the interna-
tional community consid-
ered disaster risk reduc-
tion and management in
its list of priorities. 

As a result of major
impact of disasters on the
outcomes of development
of many countries in the
20th Century, internation-
al and regional bodies
such as the United
Nations and a number of
regional inter-governmen-
tal organizations as well
as Non-governmental
organizations and acade-
mia engaged in the agen-
da of so called natural
disaster management. 

Based on the UN
General Assembly
Resolution (A/RES/42/169)
in 1987, the 1990s was
declared the International
Decade for Natural
Disaster Reduction. 

In 1989, the United Nations General
Assembly adopted the "International
Framework for Action for the
International Decade for Natural Disaster
Reduction" (A/RES/44/236). the first
World Conference on Natural Disaster

Reduction in 1994 adopted the
"Yokohama Strategy and Plan of Action
for a Safer World". 

But a turning point was the United
Nations General Assembly endorsement
of the International Strategy for Disaster
Reduction (A/RES/54/219). And in 2005,
in Kobe, Japan, the 2nd World
Conference on Disaster Reduction adopt-

ed the "Hyogo Framework for Action
2005-2015:

Building the Resilience of Nations and
Communities to Disasters" (HFA). 

Adoption of the Hyogo Framework for
Action (HFA) in January 2005 which
coincided with the consequences of the
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Asian Tsunami in December 2004 shifted
the global and regional directions toward
disaster risk reduction. 

The HFA contributed to raising aware-
ness; more political space and commit-
ment; new international, regional and
national set ups and structures; and in
some cases dedicated legislation for dis-
aster risk reduction and management. But
the final outcomes of disaster risk reduc-
tion had to yet emerge at national and
local levels. 

Third world Conference on
Disaster Risk Reduction, Sendai
2015

In 2012, the United
Nations General Assembly
decided to convene the 3rd
World Conference on
Disaster Risk Reduction
(WCDRR) to review imple-
mentation of the Hyogo
Framework for Action and to
adopt a post-2015 frame-
work for disaster risk reduc-
tion (A/RES/67/209).

The 2012 resolution
requested UNISDR to serve
as Secretariat of the World
Conference in 2015, to facil-
itate development of a post-
2015 framework for disaster
risk reduction (HFA2), and to
coordinate the preparatory

activities in consultation with all relevant
stakeholders. 

The objectives of the 3rd WCDRR
were:

a) To complete assessment and review
of the implementation of the Hyogo
Framework of Action;

b) To consider the experience gained
through the regional and national strate-
gies/institutions and plans for disaster risk
reduction and their recommendations as
well as relevant regional agreements
under the implementation of the Hyogo
Framework of Action;

c) To adopt a post-2015 framework for
disaster risk reduction (HFA2);

d) To identify modalities of cooperation
based on commitments to implement a
post-2015 framework for disaster risk
reduction;

e) To determine modalities for periodic
review of the implementation of a post-
2015 framework for disaster risk reduc-
tion.

On 20 December 2013, the United
Nations General Assembly passed a reso-
lution to hold the 3rd World Conference
on Disaster Risk Reduction from 14 to 18
March 2015 in Sendai, Japan, outlining
the modalities for the preparations of the
3rd World Conference (A/RES/68/211).

The 3rd UN World
Conference attracted
6,500 delegates who
attended the intergov-
ernmental and multi-
stakeholder events
where over 40,000 par-
ticipants attended the
Public Forum. One
hundred eighty seven
countries represented
by over 25 Heads of
State, Vice Presidents,
Heads of Government
and around a 100
Ministers attended this
grand Conference.
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Forty two intergovern-
mental organizations,
236 non-governmental
organizations, 38 UN
entities and over 300
private sector represen-
tatives also attended
the Event. 

There were 150 inter-
governmental and
multi-stakeholder
events which included
opening and closing
sessions, meetings of
Intergovernmental
Preparatory Committee,
3 High Level
Partnership Dialogues,
5 Ministerial Round Tables, plenary ses-
sions for official statements, Informal
Preparatory & Stake-holders meetings,
Thematic/HFA working sessions as well as
official events. 

There were also 350 side events within
the  framework of Public Forum which
were open to both WCDRR participants
and Japanese public. 

Events included side events, exhibition
booths and poster exhibitions.

Key outcomes of WCDRR
The main outcomes of the WCDR are

Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction 2015-2030, Sendai
Declaration, and voluntary commitments. 

The Sendai Framework,  the main out-
come of the WCDRR, endorses  progress
in Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) in
raising public and institutional awareness
& generating political commitment; and
focuses on actions by all stakeholders
around key themes (namely, understand-
ing disaster risk, strengthening disaster
risk governance and investment; enhanc-
ing preparedness, response and recov-
ery). 

Sendai Framework is expected to
ensure "substantial reduction of disaster
risk and losses in lives, livelihoods and
health and in the economic, physical,
social, cultural and environmental assets

of persons, businesses, com-
munities and countries"
(SFDRR, page 6).

Its goal is to "prevent new
and reduce existing disaster
risk through the implementa-
tion of integrated and inclu-
sive economic, structural,
legal, social, health, cultural,
educational, environmental,
technological, political and
institutional measures that
prevent and reduce hazard
exposure and vulnerability to
disaster, increase prepared-
ness for response and recov-
ery, and thus strengthen
resilience" (SFDRR, page 7).

To support the assessment of global
progress in achieving the outcome and
goal of Sendai Framework, seven follow-
ing global targets have been agreed.
These targets will be measured at the
global level and will be complemented
by work to develop appropriate indica-
tors. 

National targets and indicators will con-
tribute to the achievement of the out-
come and goal of this Framework:

(a) Substantially reduce global disaster
mortality by 2030, aiming to lower aver-
age per 100,000 global mortality
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between 2020-2030 compared to 2005-
2015.

(b) Substantially reduce the number
of affected people globally by 2030, aim-
ing to lower the average global figure per
100,000 between 2020-2030 compared
to 2005-2015. 

(c) Reduce direct disaster economic
loss in relation to global gross domestic
product (GDP) by 2030.

(d) Substantially reduce disaster dam-
age to critical infrastructure and disrup-
tion of basic services, among them,
health and educational facilities, includ-
ing through developing their resilience by

2030.

(e) Substantially increase
the number of countries with
national and local disaster
risk reduction strategies by
2020.

(f) Substantially enhance
international cooperation to
developing countries through
adequate and sustainable
support to complement their
national actions for imple-
mentation of this framework
by 2030.

(g) Substantially increase
the availability of and access

to multi-hazard early warning systems
and disaster risk information and assess-
ments to the people by 2030.

Priorities for action
Taking into account the experience

gained through the implementation of
the Hyogo Framework for Action, and in
pursuance of the expected outcome and
goal, there is a need for focused action
within and across sectors by states at
local, national, regional and global levels
in the following four priority areas: 

1. Understanding disaster risk; 

2. Strengthening disaster risk gover-
nance to manage disaster risk; 

3. Investing in disaster risk reduction for
resilience; 

4. Enhancing disaster preparedness for
effective response, and to "Build Back
Better" in recovery, rehabilitation and
reconstruction.(SFDRR, page 9)

Sendai Framework for Disaster
Risk Reduction and ECO Region

ECO Region is one of the most disaster
prone regions of the world and faces vari-
ous types of natural hazards. 

It seems that despite considerable
efforts made at national level, regional
cooperation on disaster risk reduction
and management among ECO countries

can be further
improved in the years
ahead. 

The Sendai Framework
for Disaster Risk
Reduction can be used
by the ECO member
countries to boost their
regional and cross-
regional cooperation to
reduce risk of disasters
in the Region. The fol-
lowing areas may be
pursued by ECO as
appropriate fields of
cooperation for disaster
risk reduction:
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To develop and
agree on a regional
framework for disaster
risk reduction and man-
agement which provide
the common under-
standing and strategic
directions as well as
priority areas of coop-
eration across the
Region,

To develop, support
and implement a joint
plan of action which is
built on needs, priori-
ties and capacities of
the member countries
as well as the potential
of cooperation and partnership with the
other regional and international bodies
and organizations,

To establish the appropriate set-ups
and mechanisms to share and exchange
data, information, skills, knowledge and
good practices on disaster risk reduction
within and outside the Region in cooper-
ation with the partner institutions,

To promote effective use of knowl-
edge, science and technology, including
those of local and indigenous communi-
ties, to improve understanding of risk,
hazard monitoring and early warning,
disaster preparedness, etc. by bridging
the existing gap between communities of
science and practice in disaster risk man-
agement,

To develop a joint regional reporting
platform to record and report the
progress made in the advancement of
disaster risk reduction and implementa-
tion of the Sendai Framework,

To review and develop means for the
improvement of risk governance at
national and local levels, including the
improvement of institutional and opera-
tional capacities, legislative foundations,
and organizational and structural set-ups
and systems,

To integrate disaster risk
reduction into development
agenda and programmes
including national and local
development plans.

ECO has the capacity and
potential for not only over-
coming the challenges of dis-
aster risks in the Region, but
also to present good exam-
ples of success in reducing
disasters risk. 

This will require commit-
ments and investment by all
actors and sectors,  impor-
tantly by the ECO member
governments.

-------------------------------------------------
About the author: Mr. Mostafa Mohaghegh is

the Manager for "Partnership for Urban Disaster
Risk Reduction" at the International Federation
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC)
in Geneva.
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Disaster Indicators 
in the ECO 

Region

Total number of natural disasters in ECO Member States-(1994-2004 and 2005-2014)

Total number of natural disasters in ECO Member States-(1994-2004 and 2005-2014)

Compiled by: Javad Heidari
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Total number of people reported killed and affected by all kind of disasters by ECO Countries
(1994-2003; 2004-2013; and 2013)

Total number of natural disasters, people killed and affected and damages in ECO Member
States (2000-2015)

Source: EM-DAT  at http://www.emdat.be
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The new issue of the ECO Statistical
Report has been published by the ECO
Secretariat in April 2015. Since 2013, the
ECO Secretariat has regularly published
the "ECO Statistical Report" that consists of
the last updated data on major socio-eco-
nomic indicators of the countries of the
region. The "ECO Statistical Report 2015"
with coverage of the last available data on
demography, economy and foreign trade
of ECO Member States in 2013 intends to
give a comprehensive picture of the region
through presenting and analyzing the key
socio-economic indicators of countries of
the region. 

According to the Report, total population
of ECO region reached to 441 million in
2013 that shares 6.21% of total world pop-
ulation. Growth rate of population of the
region shows 1.58 percent increase in the
size of population of the region, compared

with the previous year. It indicates a faster
trend of increase in the size of population
of the region in comparison with total
world population changes in the reported
year. 

Total Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of
ECO countries at current prices in 2013
passed 1,863 billion US$ that indicates
2.49 percent share of the ECO region in
total world economic performance in the
reference year. Total GDP of the ECO
region in current prices in 2013 decreased
by 2.4 percent, compared to the previous
year. Turkey is the first economy of the
region with 44.1 percent share from total
economic performance of the region in
2013 while small economies of the region,
Kyrgyz Republic and Tajikistan have totally
less than one percent of total GDP of the
region that indicates dramatic differences
in the size of economies of countries of
the region.

Total foreign trade of goods and services
of ECO countries in 2013 amounted to
995 billion US$ that shows 7.7 percent
decrease, compared to the previous year.
It shows 1.3 percent decrease in total for-
eign trade of merchandise while for servic-
es a sharp decrease in 2013, equal to 34
percent, is reported. Turkey with 47.4 per-
cent and Tajikistan with 0.7 percent have
the highest and lowest share from total
foreign trade of goods and services of the
region in 2013. 

The Report has been supported by charts
and maps to give a better picture of the
region and its member counties in differ-
ent areas of study. The Report has utilized
the last updated data and statistics from
reliable international sources to meet con-
sistent and harmonized data with full cov-
erage of data for all countries of the
region. The "ECO Statistical Report 2015"
has been compiled by Directorate for
Projects, Economic Research and Statistics
(PERS). The electronic copy of the Report
is available on the ECO webpage
(www.eco.int) as well as on the ECO
Statistical Network-ECOSTAT
(www.ecosn.org).

ECO
Statistical

Report 2015
Review by: 

Mohammad Hossein Amini, 
ECO Secretariat
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The new issue of ECO Annual Economic
Report for year 2013 has been published
by the ECO Secretariat in July 2013. The
current issue of the ECO Annual
Economic Report reviews the major
development in the socio-economic con-
ditions of the ECO Member States and
tries to give a picture of economic per-
formance of the countries in the refer-
ence year.

Also, development in the regional coop-
eration and implementation of regional
programmes, projects and activities have
been provided in this Report. 

Trend of changes in the key macroeco-
nomic indicators of the region shows
downtrend in some major indicators of
the region in 2013. In the reported year,
contribution of economies of the region
to total world economy has been 2.49
percent.

In same trend, GDP per capita in whole
region shows decrease in the value with
the same rate of decline in the total GDP
of the region. 

Downward trend is also observed in the
changes of total Foreign Direct
Investment of the region that dropped by
18 percent in 2013 and resulted in less
absorption of capital flow from interna-
tional market by economies of the region.
In the meantime, total external debt of
the region increased by 11 percent in
2013 that indicates increased burden of
financial liabilities by countries of the
region. 

Decrease in total foreign trade of goods
and services of the region with abroad
have also impacted the total economic
performance of countries of the region in

the reference year.
The Report has been contributed by

country reports on economic perform-
ance of the Member States in the refer-
ence year. Moreover, data and reports
from reliable international sources as well
as documents of ECO, including reports
of decision making bodies of the
Organization have been utilized for com-
pilation of the Report. 

The "ECO Annual Economic Report
2013" has been compiled by Directorate
for Projects, Economic Research and
Statistics (PERS). The electronic copy of
the report is available on the ECO web-
page (www.eco.int).

ECO Annual
Economic
Report 2013
Review by: 
Mohammad Hossein Amini, 
ECO Secretariat
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ECO Member

Countries
Transit Railways

Review by: 
Zukhra Abisheva, ECO Secretariat

In line with Article 6 of TFA which provides for adoption
of the prescribed road, railway and inland water transit
routes of the ECO Region, the ECO Secretariat managed,
with the technical assistance of Gitashenasi, the Geographic
and Cartographic Institute of the Islamic Republic of Iran, to
publish in 2011 the “ECO Railway and Road Transit Routes
Maps”. 

The 8th Ministerial Meeting on Transport and
Communications (Ashgabat, June 2011) expressed satisfac-
tion over the published maps and decided that the aforesaid
maps need to be revised every three years.

Accordingly, the ECO Secretariat approached the Member
States for updating on developments/changes in the status
of the road and railway transit routes in their respective ter-
ritories based on the previous versions of the ECO Road and
Railway Transit Routes Maps.

The 12th meeting of the Heads of ECO Railway
Authorities/6th meeting of Railway Committee of the TTCC
(Tehran, May 2015) approved and formally unveiled the
new version of the “ECO Railway Routes Map" and recom-
mended for its publication and distribution. Accordingly,
ECO Secretariat, with the assistance of Gitashenasi, pub-
lished the Map in different sizes for different end users
within the Region and beyond.

This version of the “ECO Railway Routes Map”, already
circulated among the Member States, reflects developments
and changes in the ECO railway network since the last ver-
sion including all newly constructed, under construction and
under feasibility studies rail corridors within the ECO
Region. Preparations and coordination are ongoing to final-
ize the new version of the “ECO Road Transit Routes Map”
to be adopted by the 7th Road committee of TTCC, sched-
uled for November 2015 in Turkey.

Publications
EC

O
C
H
R
O
N
IC

LE

56



Publications

EC
O

C
H
R
O
N
IC

LE

57



Report
EC

O
C
H
R
O
N
IC

LE

58

Int'l
Conference

on Allama Iqbal Lahori
Thoughts and Philosophy,
was organized by the ECO
Cultural Institute in collabora-
tion with Huzeh Hunari (Art
Department) of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in Tehran on
14 June 2015. The
Conference was attended by
senior officials, diplomats and
cultural authorities as well as
prominent Iqbal scholars
from Pakistan, Iran, India
and Afghanistan. 

The Conference was graced by
the messages from H.E. Mr.
Mamnoon Hussain, President and
H.E. Mr. Mian Muhammad Nawaz
Sharif, Prime Minister of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan as
well as H.E. Dr. Mohammad Javad
Zarif, Minister of Foreign Affairs of
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Three books "Iqbal: His Life and
Our Times", a new look at Allama
Iqbal and his thoughts in a practi-
cal manner for his followers, pub-
lished by ECO Cultural Institute in
collaboration with Iqbal Academy
of Pakistan; "Gabriel's Wings", a
poetic Persian translation of
Allama Iqbal's Urdu Poetry, pub-
lished by the ECO Cultural
Institute and translated by
Mohammad Afsar Rahbeen,
renowned Afghan poet; and "Who
was Iqbal and what he said?", by
Mohammad Baghaee Makan, a

prominent Iranian Iqbal scholar,
were unveiledduring the
Conferemce. A special commemo-
rative stamp, issued by the Post
Office of Islamic Republic of Iran
on the occasion, was was also
unveiled on the sidelines of the

Event.
It is noteworthy that almost 60

papers from different countries
had been received by the

Secretarait of the
Conference. Eight articles
were shortlisted and recog-
nized worthy of appreciation
by the Jury. At the end of the
Event, an award of $ 3000
was presented to the top
authors from various coun-
tries. The Secretariat of the
Conference will publish a
collection of the selected
articles in the near future.

An expert session was also
held on June 14, 2015 at the
ECO Cultural Institute
Headquarters, in which Iqbal

scholars and lecturers delivered
their lectures and discussed Allama
Iqbal's ideas and thoughts. 

The foreign guests of the Event
also went on a trip to Isfahan on
June 18, 2015, organized by the
Huzeh Hunari and met with H.E.
Rasool Zargar Pour, Governor of
Isfahan Province and the enthusi-
asts for Iqbal. At the Meeting, the
Governor of Isfahan informd about
the future programmes in the
Province, including launching the
"Chair of Iqbal Studies" and "Urdu
Faculty" at the Isfahan University. 

Allama Iqbal (1877 -1938) is
admired as a Pakistani prominent
classical poet and a Muslim philo-
sophical thinker by all internation-
al scholars. He wrote poetry in
Urdu and Persian languages. His
vision of an independent state for
the Muslims of India inspired the
creation of Pakistan. 

Int'l Conference on  

Allama Iqbal Lahori
Thoughts and Philosophy

Held in Tehran

ECO
CHRONICLE
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