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13th ASEAN-ECO Joint Ministerial Meeting 

(26 September, 2013-New York)

The Association of the Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) held their Thirteenth Ministerial Meeting in New York on 26 September 2013 on the sidelines of the sixty-eighth Session of the United Nations General Assembly. 

The Meeting was attended by ASEAN and ECO member states, and co-chaired by the Lao PDR and the Republic of Azerbaijan, on behalf of ASEAN and ECO, respectively. The Secretary Generals of the two Organizations were also present at the Meeting.

The meeting participants were briefed about major developments made by both organizations during the past year and reviewed the progress of decisions taken at the last Joint Ministerial Meeting. The participants also exchanged views on the future direction of cooperation between ASEAN and ECO. During the meeting, the two organizations reaffirmed their commitment to deepen their cooperative relationship. 

The two sides emphasized the need for realization of the Work Programme to implement the Memorandum of Understanding between ASEAN-ECO and to take joint steps leading to concrete results for achieving the objectives of the two organizations. 
Recalling that the last Ministerial Meetings had encouraged both sides to promote interaction among the private sectors and businessmen of the two regions, the meeting called on both organizations to take effective steps for facilitating such interaction and to assist the regions’ private sectors in establishing meaningful linkages to further inter-regional trade and investment. 

Both sides encouraged the two Secretariats to maintain contacts between ASEAN and ECO and asked the Secretariats to continue their coordination and consultations for deepening the collaboration in the agreed areas of cooperation.
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