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Press Release
20th Informal Meeting of the ECO Council of Ministers (COM)
(26 September, 2013-New York)

The Council of Ministers of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) held its twentieth informal meeting in New York on 26 September, 2013 on the sidelines of the sixty-eighth Session of the United Nations General Assembly. The Meeting was hosted and chaired by H.E. Dr. Elmar Mammadyarov, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the current Chairman of the ECO COM over a working-lunch. It was attended by the Foreign Ministers/Representatives of the ECO Member States. The Secretary General of ECO was also present at the occasion.
H.E. Dr. Shamil Aleskerov, ECO Secretary General, presented a brief overview of the status of implementation of the decisions of the 12th ECO Summit and the 20th ECO Council of Ministers Meeting. During the briefing, the participants of the meeting were apprised of the main developments made in various fields of cooperation including Trade and Investment, Transport & Communications, Energy and Environment, Narcotics Control, Health and External Relations of ECO.  
The Ministers/Representatives of the Member States took note of the briefing made by the Secretary General and expressed satisfaction over the progress made by the Organization in various spheres of activities. The participants of the meeting also exchanged views about the transport related projects being implemented in the region. The Council emphasized the significance of these projects for developing an efficient and modern transport infrastructure linking the region and stressed the need for the Secretariat and the Member States to pursue their early realization. The participants acknowledged the initiation of the third phase of the ECO-UNIDO project aimed at enhancing trade capacities of the Member States and stressed the need for its effective implementation. The meeting also noted with appreciation the establishment of the Parliamentary Assembly of the ECO Countries earlier this year, and expressed hope that this newly created forum would enable the member states to work closely for the realization of their common goals. 

The Meeting, while acknowledging the efforts made by the Secretariat in promoting ECO’s cooperative relations with other regional and international organizations, called on the Secretary General to intensify the ongoing efforts for establishing meaningful cooperation with the United Nations system, other regional and international organizations as well as non-ECO countries, in line with the directives of the decision-making bodies of ECO. While highlighting the importance of the cooperative relationship between ECO and ASEAN, the meeting asked the Secretary General to continue the efforts for carrying out the decisions of the Joint Ministerial Meetings for implementation of the ECO-ASEAN MoU and Work Programme in the areas of Trade & Investment, Narcotics Control, Small and Medium Enterprises Development and Tourism. The Meeting also invited the Member States to actively participate in the 13th ASEAN-ECO Joint Ministerial Meeting, to be held later in New York.  
The meeting also deliberated the prospective developments in the third decade since the expansion of ECO and exchanged views on the possible reforms needed for keeping pace with the evolving requirements of regional cooperation. With regards to the role of Contact Groups of ECO Ambassadors, the Ministers/Representatives appreciated the activities of Contact Group based in Vienna and called on the Contact Groups to play an active role in promoting ECO’s interests at the United Nations and other relevant regional and international Organizations. 
In their concluding remarks, the Ministers /Representatives renewed their commitment to promote regional economic integration among the ECO member states, as envisioned in the Treaty of Izmir and resolved to play an active role for the realization of the Organization’s aims and objectives. Towards the close of the meeting, the Ministers/Representatives expressed their gratitude to the Republic of Azerbaijan, which is the current Chair of the ECO Council of Ministers, and in particular the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the UN in New York, for the excellent arrangements made for the meeting. 
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ECO is a ten-member inter-governmental regional organization comprising Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. The Council of Ministers (COM) is the highest decision-making body of ECO that meets annually in ECO Member States on rotational basis. The Informal Meeting of the COM is organized on yearly basis on the sidelines of the annual regular session of the United Nations General Assembly to review the progress on the decisions of ECO Summit and formal COM Meetings. 

