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13th ASEAN-ECO Joint Ministerial Meeting 

(26 September, 2013-New York)

1. The 13th ASEAN-ECO Joint Ministerial Meeting was held on 26 September, 2013 in New York on the sidelines of the sixty-eighth Session of the United Nations General Assembly. The Meeting was co-chaired by H.E. Mr. Alounkeo Kittikhoun, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Lao PDR (country coordinator for ASEAN-ECO relations) and H.E. Mr. Elmar Mammadyarov, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan, as the current Chairman of the ECO COM on behalf of ASEAN and ECO respectively. It was attended by the Ministers/Representatives of ECO and ASEAN Member States. The Secretariats of ECO and ASEAN were represented by H.E. Dr. Shamil Aleskerov, the ECO Secretary General and Mr. Keo Chhea, Head of External Relations Division at the ASEAN Secretariat. A list of participants is placed at Annex-I.
Agenda-item No. 1

Opening Remarks by Co-Chairs
2. H.E. Mr. Alounkeo Kittikhoun opened the Meeting and delivered his inaugural remarks. He welcomed the participants and expressed his confidence that the 13th Joint Ministerial Meeting would be useful in enhancing the existing cooperation and exploring opportunities to further broaden the partnership between the ASEAN and ECO. The Vice Minister mentioned that the MoU between the two organizations provides the foundation for cooperation between the member states of ASEAN and ECO and emphasized the need to take steps for early implementation of the joint MoU between the two organizations. He also expressed his gratitude to the Secretariats of the two organizations for doing the preparatory work for the meeting. 

3. H.E Mr. Elmar Mammadyarov, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan, and the co-chair from ECO side, in his remarks, joined the ASEAN co-chair in extending warm welcome to the participants. He expressed the hope that the in the coming period, the cooperation between the two organizations would be further enhanced and would cover new areas. 

Agenda-item No. 2

Adoption of the Agenda

4. The following Agenda was unanimously approved by the Joint Meeting: 
i. Opening Remarks by Co-Chairs

ii. Adoption of the Agenda

iii. Business Arrangement

iv. Developments in ASEAN and ECO

v. Review of ASEAN-ECO Cooperation and Future Direction

vi. Exchange of Views on the Need for Revising the ASEAN-ECO MoU

vii. Exchange of Views on the Role of Private Sectors of the Two Regions for Promoting Inter-Regional Trade and Investment

viii. Other Matters

ix. Adoption of draft Joint Press Release

x. Closing Remarks by Co-Chairs
Agenda-item No. 3

Business Arrangement/Order of Proceedings
5. The Meeting unanimously adopted the Business Arrangements/Order of Proceedings as proposed by the ECO side. A copy of the same is placed at Annex-II.
Agenda-item No. 4
Developments in ASEAN and ECO
6. Under this agenda item, the Secretary General of ECO and the representative of the ASEAN Secretariat briefed the Meeting about the developments in their respective Organizations. 
7. The Representative of the ASEAN Secretariat at the outset offered the apologies on behalf of the ASEAN Secretary General for not being able to attend the meeting. He then gave a detailed overview of the recent developments in the ASEAN region. 

8. The ECO Secretary-General mentioned that though it was traditional for the two organizations to hold the Joint Ministerial Meeting each year on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly Session, certain limitations were posed due to the pressing engagements of the Ministers of the member states. Nevertheless, he expressed his confidence that the Joint Ministerial Meeting would be useful in enhancing the cooperation between the two sides. 

9. In his remarks gave a brief account of developments in various sectors of ECO cooperation. He highlighted progress in different sectors particularly trade, transport, energy, agriculture, environment, narcotic control and external relations. The Secretary General also informed about ECO’s efforts to accelerate the realization of the objectives of ECO. Highlighting ECO’s external relations, he said that development and promotion of mutually beneficial relations with the United Nations system, Regional and International Organizations and relevant non-ECO states was fundamental to ECO’s approach and vision. 
10. The Secretary General briefed the meeting participants about the ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA) which is a preferential trading agreement and holds key to trade liberalization in the region. He informed that ECOTA is under the process of implementation and would constitute a big step forward towards the establishment of a regional Free Trade Area through tariff reductions and trade expansion. He mentioned that the ECO Trade and Development Bank, as a regional institution of ECO, is supporting the activities of the Organization in order to provide favourable financial services for trade and development projects in the region.
11. With regards to the activities in the transport sector, he informed that ECO is rigorously pursuing a range of measures for closer integration of national transport networks, building of missing links and facilitation of transit operations. He mentioned that the test run of the container train would a major step towards linking the regional markets and would provide the gulf region access to the Central Asian States. 

12. He informed that ECO is in the process of completing the feasibility study on the Kyrgyz Republic-Tajikistan-Afghanistan-Iran railway (KTAI) project. ECO, he said, is working on a number of transport corridors and is laying the physical infrastructure for the purpose of facilitating regional trade and economic integration.
13. In the energy sector, he mentioned that the ECO Plan of Action for Energy/Petroleum Cooperation (2011-2015) serves as a suitable framework for regional energy cooperation, which defines a number of key areas for energy cooperation including ECO Power Grid, renewable energy, and promotion of private sector investments. 

14. The ECO Secretary General briefed the meeting about the initiatives taken by ECO to promote cultural and educational linkages in the region. In this context, he briefed the participants about the activities of the ECO Cultural Institute, the ECO Educational Institute and the ECO Science Foundation. 

15. He also apprised the meeting about the project for fighting drug trafficking from/to Afghanistan, which is being implemented with the assistance of the European Commission.

16. The Secretary General mentioned that ECO attaches great importance to the development and enhancement of cooperation with ASEAN. He informed that a Contact Group of ECO Ambassadors had recently been established in Jakarta to support ECO’s efforts in the sphere of external relations and to enhance its cooperation with ASEAN. He also mentioned that a delegation from the Trade Directorate of the Secretariat would soon be visiting the ASEAN Secretariat to explore the possibilities of cooperation in certain areas. A copy of the remarks made by the Secretary General is placed at Annex-III.
Agenda-item No. 5
Review of ASEAN-ECO Cooperation and Future Direction
17. Under this agenda item, the meeting exchanged views on the current status of ASEAN-ECO Cooperation, and considered the proposals in order to implement the ASEAN-ECO MoU and the Work Programme. 
18. The Representative of the Republic of Turkey appreciated the steps taken by the two Secretariats for promoting cooperation between the two organizations. He emphasized the importance of coordinated efforts for the achievement of socio-economic development, particularly following the global financial crisis. He mentioned that the centre of global power was shifting to Asia, and as such the member states should encourage the promotion of trade and economic linkages among them. 
19. He highlighted the efforts made by the Republic of Turkey for promoting regional cooperation and developing beneficial ties with ASEAN. He mentioned that in view of the dialog partner status enjoyed by Turkey at ASEAN, his country greatly values the cooperative relationship between ASEAN and ECO. 

20. In view of the MoU between ASEAN and ECO, which envisages cooperation in the area of tourism among others, the Representative of the Republic of Turkey proposed that the ASEAN-ECO Joint Forum on Tourism can be held in the ECO region. He further offered to hold this tourism related event in Turkey in the year 2014. The Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Lao PDR and co-chair of the meeting appreciated the offer of Turkey to host the event in Turkey and asked the two Secretariats to follow-up on this issue.

21. The Representative of Cambodia stated that the MoU between ASEAN and ECO provided the framework for developing cooperation between the two organizations. However, it was essential to implement the MoU and the Work Programme for achieving tangible results.
22. He also mentioned that the Permanent Missions of the member countries of the two organizations should increase the interaction among themselves for better coordination on various issues. 

23. The Representative of Indonesia expressed the hope the ASEAN-ECO cooperation would enhance in the coming period. He mentioned that although the ASEAN-ECO MoU calls for cooperation in four areas, there exists the scope of broadening the current cooperation. 
24. He proposed that contacts among the high officials of the two regions may be promoted for bringing the member states of ASEAN and ECO closer. Additionally, initiatives such as people-to-people contacts, student exchanges and interfaith dialogue with in the two regions can be launched to develop and strengthen the cooperation. 

25. The Representative of Myanmar stressed on the need for the two organizations to develop meaningful cooperation and emphasized the need to implement the MoU and the Work Programme. 
26. The Representative of Thailand appreciated the efforts made by the two Secretariats in organizing the meeting to take stock of the cooperation between ASEAN and ECO. He expressed confidence that the meeting would provide an opportunity to promote the cooperative relationship between the two organizations. 

27. He stated that ASEAN and ECO member states can cooperate in the areas of food security and energy. In view of the ‘ASEAN Drug Free Vision’, he mentioned that the cooperation in the field of narcotics control between the two regions can be enhanced. 

Agenda-item No. 6
Exchange of Views on the Need for Revising the ASEAN-ECO MoU
28. Considering that the MoU between ASEAN and ECO was concluded in 1995, the Meeting exchanged views on the need for revising the ASEAN-ECO MoU with a view to expand the scope of cooperation between the two Organizations
29. The Representative of Indonesia supported the idea of revising the MoU. He stated that regional and international situation had considerably changed since the MoU was concluded between ASEAN and ECO in 1995, and there was a need to revise it. In this regard, he proposed that the member states of the two organizations can provide suggestions to their respective Secretariats which can be followed-up by the two Secretariats. 

30. The Representative of Malaysia expressed support for the revision of the existing MoU. He asked the member states of the two organizations to explore the areas in which further cooperation can be developed. 

31. The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the co-chair of the meeting endorsed the idea of revising the MoU which was signed between ASEAN and ECO in 1995. He further proposed that the member states can furnish recommendations for the revision of the MoU through their respective Secretariats, which can be approved by the member states at a later stage. 

Agenda-item No. 7
32. Exchange of Views on the Role of Private Sectors of the Two Regions for Promoting Inter-Regional Trade and Investment
33. The last two ASEAN-ECO Ministerial Meetings had laid emphasis on the need for facilitating interaction among the private sectors and businessmen of the two regions, and had decided to organize a Joint Business Forum for this purpose. The Meeting exchanged views for finalizing the date and venue for the said event in the coming period. 

34. The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the co-chair of the meeting recalled that during 11th ASEAN-ECO Joint Ministerial Meeting, the Republic of Azerbaijan had offered to host the ASEAN-ECO Joint Business Forum. However the Secretariats of the two organizations could not finalize the date and theme for the event. He expressed his country’s willingness to hold the joint business forum. He asked the ASEAN member states to support the proposal and tasked the two Secretariats to follow-up on the issue. 

35. The Representative of Cambodia proposed that meetings between the trade officials of the two regions can be organized to promote trade and economic ties among the countries of the two regions. He proposed that the private sectors of the two regions should be provided the opportunities to interact so that they can take advantage of the trade and economic links. 

36. The Representative of Indonesia appreciated the initiatives launched by ECO for promoting regional trade and investment and called for greater contacts between the private sectors of the two regions to boost intra-regional trade among the ASEAN and ECO member countries. 

37. The Representative of Malaysia supported the views of other participants of the meeting calling for developing interaction between the private sectors of ASEAN and ECO. 

38. The Joint Meeting after having exchanged the views on the agenda items stressed the need to develop long-term cooperation between ASEAN and ECO regions and to that end reached the following decisions:

i. Appreciated and welcomed the offer made by the Republic of Turkey to hold the ASEAN-ECO Joint Forum on Tourism in Turkey in the year 2014.
ii. With a view to promoting inter-regional trade and investment, the meeting agreed to organize an ASEAN-ECO Business Forum to encourage and facilitate interaction among the private sector/businessmen of the two regions. The meeting appreciated the proposal of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan to hold the joint business forum in Azerbaijan in the coming period. The member states were asked to support the proposal which can be followed-up by the two Secretariats.
iii. In order to broaden the scope of cooperation between ASEAN and ECO, the meeting agreed to revise the MoU which was signed between ASEAN and ECO in 1995. It was decided that the member states will furnish recommendations for the revision of the MoU through their respective Secretariats, which can be approved by the member states at a later stage.
iv. Emphasised the need to render the ASEAN–ECO relationship more meaningful. In this regard the meeting directed the Secretaries-General of the two Organizations to take necessary steps to expedite the implementation of the joint MoU and the Work Programme in the areas of Trade & Investment, Narcotics Control, Development of Small and Medium Enterprises Development (SMEs) and Tourism.
v. Encouraged the Permanent Missions of the two sides to the UN in New York to enhance coordination on issues of common interest. 

Agenda-item No. 8
Other Matters

39. No issues were discussed under this agenda item. 

Agenda-item No. 9
Adoption of draft Joint Press Release
40. The Meeting asked the two Secretariats to finalize the draft joint press release incorporating decisions reached at the meeting. The joint press release was subsequently finalized and issued to the media. A copy of the final text is placed at Annex-IV. 

Agenda-item No. 10
Closing Remarks by Co-Chairs

41. In their closing remarks, the co-chairs thanked the Ministers/Representatives for their participation as well as for their suggestions during the course of the meeting. They also appreciated the efforts of the two Secretariats for their contributions. The co-chairs also expressed their appreciation for the Permanent Missions of the Lao PDR and the Republic of Azerbaijan to the UN for coordination of the meeting.
_____
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