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20th Informal Meeting of the ECO Council of Ministers (COM)

(26 September, 2013-New York)

1. The Council of Ministers (COM) of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) held its 20th Informal Meeting in New York on 26 September, 2013 on the sidelines of the sixty-eighth regular session of the United Nations General Assembly. The Informal Meeting was chaired by H.E. Mr. Elmar Mammadyarov, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan, as the current Chairman of the ECO COM. It was attended by the Foreign Ministers/Representatives of Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey and Uzbekistan.  H.E. Mr. Shamil Aleskerov, the ECO Secretary General also participated in the Meeting. A list of participants is placed at Annex-I.
Agenda-item No. 1

Opening Remarks/Statement by the Chairman of the COM
2. In his opening remarks, H.E. Mr. Elmar Mammadyarov, welcomed the Foreign Ministers/Representatives of the Member States and stated that the Informal COM Meeting provided a useful opportunity to review the developments in ECO region. It also provided the member states a forum to reaffirm their commitment to the cause of regional cooperation. The COM Chair expressed the hope that the Informal COM would be effective in achieving the aforementioned objectives.
Agenda-item No. 2

Adoption of the Agenda

3. The Meeting unanimously endorsed the following Agenda as finalized by the 187th Meeting of the ECO Council of Permanent Representatives in Tehran:
i. Opening Remarks/Statement  by the Chairman of the Council of Ministers

ii. Adoption of the Agenda

iii. Remarks/Statement by the ECO Secretary General

iv. Policy dialogue on enhanced regional cooperation

v. Ways to enhance ECO-UN Cooperation and the role of Contact Groups of ECO Ambassadors

vi. Any other business

vii. Adoption of the draft Press Release / Communiqué

viii. Vote of Thanks

ix. Family Photo
Agenda-item No.3

Remarks/Statement by the ECO Secretary General

4. Under this Agenda-item, the Secretary General briefed the Meeting about ECO’s current programmes/projects and activities in various sectors of cooperation. The ECO Secretary General in particular apprised the meeting participants about the status of implementation of the ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA). While informing that the next meeting of the ECOTA Cooperation Council would be held in Pakistan, the Secretary General sought support of Pakistan for the upcoming event. He also apprised the meeting about the upcoming Ministerial Meeting on Commerce and Foreign Trade, scheduled to be held in Iran.
5. The Secretary General also presented an overview of the ECO activities in the transport sector. While briefing the meeting about the implementation of TTFA, he informed the participants about the Programme of Action for ECO Decade of Transport and Communications and a Donors’ Conference to raise the requisite funds to be held in the coming period. He mentioned that network plans to the tune of US$ 80 bn for the development of road and rail linkages had been developed and implementation of these plans would contribute immensely to the cause of regional integration. 

6. The Secretary General briefed the meeting about the developments in other important areas including energy, environment, food security and agriculture, counter narcotics, human resource development and disaster risk reduction. A copy of the statement is placed at Annex-II. 
Agenda-item No. 4

Policy dialogue on enhanced regional cooperation
7. The Ministers/Representatives engaged in a discussion on developments in the ECO region. They also exchanged views on the necessary changes required for keeping pace with the evolving requirements of regional cooperation, while giving due importance to the objectives of the Organization.

8. The Foreign Minister of Azerbaijan and the Chairman of the meeting in his brief remarks highlighted the significance of ECO to advance regional cooperation among the ECO member states. He reaffirmed his country’s commitment to promoting regional integration within the framework of ECO. He mentioned that during the current chairmanship, Azerbaijan had launched the initiatives to enhance ECO’s cooperation with ASEAN and to lay the foundations for cooperation with other regional organizations such as the African Union.
9. The ECO Secretary General briefed the meeting participants about the ongoing cooperation between ECO and ASEAN. He mentioned that joint activities held with ASEAN can expand the scope of cooperation with the ASEAN member countries and can act as a useful example of regional cooperation and integration. The Secretary General informed that based on the initiative of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the ECO Secretariat had initiated contacts in order to develop cooperation with the African Union (AU). In particular, based on the proposal of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Secretariat had proposed to hold a joint AU-ECO Ministerial meeting in Baku. However, a positive response was not received from the AU. The Secretary General mentioned that the Secretariat would continue implementing the directives of the member states and requested the representatives of the member states to provide recommendations for the improvement and progress of the ongoing cooperation with other regional organizations. 
10. The Finance Minster of Pakistan, while referring to the ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA), observed that the agreement had been signed in 2003. However, it had still not been implemented after a lapse of ten years. He mentioned that with regards to the implementation of the ECOTA, Pakistan had submitted its positive, negative and sensitive lists, while Iran and Tajikistan still have to provide their complete lists. He also informed that Pakistan had requested the ECO Trade & Development Bank for funding to upgrade certain sectors of the railways; however no positive response has been received so far. Taking note of the delay in the implementation of the ECO Trade Agreement and other activities, the representative of Pakistan mentioned that the initiatives of the member states should be taken forward towards conclusion.  In case certain initiatives could not be implemented, they should be brought to an end rather than kept pending. He remarked that the pending work should be consolidated to achieve progress in process of regional integration. The Foreign Minister of Azerbaijan and the Chairman of the meeting endorsed the views of the Finance Minister of Pakistan and mentioned that the pending issues can be forwarded by the member states to their representatives in Tehran for following them up in an effective manner. 

11. The Representative of Iran conveyed the apologies of H.E. Mohammad Javad Zarif, Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran, as he could not participate in the meeting due o other pressing engagements.  

12. H.E. Dr. Zalmai Rassoul, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan mentioned that there exists a huge potential for cooperation among the ECO member states. Due to the geographical location of the ECO region, the process of regional integration would immensely benefit the member countries as well as the wider region. He reaffirmed Afghanistan’s commitment to the objectives of ECO and mentioned that his country attaches importance to the goal of regional integration. In this regard he specified some projects which will be carried out with Afghanistan’s involvement, including the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India gas pipeline project.  
13. The Representative of Turkey conveyed the apologies of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey for not being able to participate in the meeting. She emphasized the importance of the role of observer members in the activities of ECO. She also expressed the hope that the Cooperation Council of Turkic Speaking States (CCTS) and the Turkish Cypriot State, which had been granted observer status during the last COM meeting in Baku, would be given the opportunities to play active parts in the ECO activities in the coming period. These views were endorsed by the Chairman of the meeting. The ECO Secretary General informed the Secretariat would formally invite the CCTS and the Turkish Cypriot State to the upcoming meeting of the COM to be held in Tehran in November 2013. 

14. The Representative of the Kyrgyz Republic apprised the meeting that his country was the member of a number of organizations including ECO. He further stated that the Kyrgyz Republic would like to see tangible results of regional cooperation in various areas. Based on this desire, the Kyrgyz Republic is always ready to offer its cooperation within the framework of ECO. 

15. Following the exchange of views, the Meeting reached the following decisions:

i. Took note of the developments in ECO during the current year in various areas

ii. Commended the efforts made by the Secretariat in promoting ECO’s cooperative ties with other regional and international organizations; called on the Secretary General to sustain these efforts for further strengthening meaningful cooperation in line with the directives of the ECO decision-making bodies
iii. Requested the Secretariat and the member states to consolidate and conclude the ongoing efforts/initiatives in various fields of activities in order to achieve tangible results
iv. Underscored the need for sustained and active follow-up on all the decisions of the last Summit and the COM Meetings to accelerate progress in different sectors of ECO cooperation
v. Renewed the commitment to promoting regional economic integration among the ECO member States in keeping with the spirit of the Treaty of Izmir and in this regard resolved to play an active role in realization of the aims and objectives of the ECO
Agenda-item No. 5

Ways to enhance ECO-UN Cooperation and the role of Contact Groups of ECO Ambassadors

16. Under this agenda-item, the Council discussed the ways to enhance ECO-UN cooperation and the role of the Contact Groups of ECO Ambassadors in promoting this cooperative relationship.

17. The ECO Secretary General highlighted the importance of the role of the Contact Groups of ECO Ambassadors at various important capitals. In particular he appreciated the active role being played by the Contact Group at Vienna in mobilizing the support of international organizations for ECO activities. The Foreign Minister of Azerbaijan and the Chairman of the meeting mentioned that the progress of various issues should be followed-up with the member states and the Contact Groups by the Secretariat. The ECO Secretary General, while assuring that the necessary follow-up was being done by the Secretariat, mentioned that the support of the member states would be needed to render the Contact Groups at various capitals more active, especially the ones at New York and Geneva. 
Agenda-item No. 6

Any other business

18. No issue was discussed under this agenda item. 

Agenda-item No. 7

Adoption of draft Press Release/Communiqué

19. The meeting deliberated the draft Press Release/Communiqué as proposed by the Secretariat. The final version of the Press Release as approved by the Ministers is placed at Annex-III. The Meeting directed the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the UN to issue it to the media after the close of the Meeting. 

Agenda-item No. 8

Vote of Thanks

20. The Chairman thanked the Foreign Ministers/Representatives for their participation in the Meeting and for making valuable comments/suggestions during the deliberations. The Ministers/Representatives also expressed their gratitude to the Chair for steering the deliberations in an effective manner. The Meeting also expressed its appreciation to the ECO Secretariat and the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the United Nations for their contributions towards success of the Informal Session.

Agenda-item No. 9

Family Photo

21. A family photo was taken at the close of the Meeting.
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