
The ECO Clean Energy Centre and the 
Global Network of Regional Sustainable Energy Centers 

“driving the energy transition from the region for the region” 

Think globally, act regionally, implement nationally!

Martin Lugmayr, UNIDO, GN-SEC Coordinator



Regional accelerators for the energy and climate transition
o Owned by and part of the integration efforts of the economic communities

o Eight operating centers covering 108 countries, incl. most LDCs and SIDS

o Influencing the energy futures for more than 1,2 billion consumers 

o New centers in the pipeline – Central Africa and Central Asia

o Agreements with OLADE and ASEAN envisaged

o High level approval by Ministers and/or Heads of State

o Accountable to the region and members states

o Working through National Focal Institutions 

o Hubs for local and international partnerships

- Sub-Network Africa and Arab: SADC, EAC, 

ECOWAS, ECCAS (new), Arab League

- Sub-Network Latin America and Caribbean: 

SICA, CARICOM

- Sub-Network Asia and Pacific: ICIMOD, SPC, 

ECO (new)



Regional public climate infrastructure from the region for the region 



GN-SEC Platform for south-south and triangular cooperation

We work more than 24 hours for the energy and climate transition!

Platform for joint:

• coordination

• learning 

• projects

• campaigns

• tools 

• knowledge

• fund raising

Joint cooperation on common issues and solutions (e.g. 
e-mobility, storage, digitalisation, gender)



CECECO Benefits for the ECO region
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• Create regional capacity to plan, coordinate and monitor the transition

• Ownership and priority-setting by the region for the region

• Address barriers jointly at lower cost with shared resources

• Accelerate equal progress of the region “leave nobody behind”

• Economies of scale through common product and service markets

• Create spill-over effects between countries and sectors 

• Donor harmonization and alignment with local demands  

• Regional “infrastructure” for international cooperation and partnerships 

• Missing link between environmental conventions and national implementation

• Advocates for an inclusive energy transition creating local jobs and revenues 



Mission and Vision of the GN-SEC centres
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Activities and Services of GN-SEC centres
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Innovate
(Identify and develop 

new technologies, 

business model and 

policies)

Demonstrate
(Test new technologies, 

business models and 

policies)

Replicate
(Commercialisation and 

industrial up-scale of 

technologies and 

business models)

Create spill-over effects and address the barriers regionally 

Examples: e-mobility, digitalisation and industry 4.0 solutions

Promote regional diffusion and industrial up-scale of innovations  



GN-SEC regional results and impacts
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• RE&EE policies, tracking frameworks and national action plans (e.g. ECREEE, gender)

• Integrated e-mobility and power frameworks  (e.g. CCREEE, PCREEE) 

• Integrated resource and resilient energy planning (e.g. CCREEE, PCREEE)

• Quality and certification frameworks for RE&EE services (e.g. RCREEE, ECREEE, ) 

• Quality standards and certification for RE&EE products (e.g. PCREEE, EACREEE, 

SACREEE, ECREEE)  

• Sustainable energy information systems (e.g. ECREEE, PCREEE, CCREEE, REEECH)

• RE&EE entrepreneurship and innovation facilities, associations and clusters (e.g. 

SACREEE, ECREEE, PCREEE)

• Project preparation and concessional finance facilities in partnership with development 

banks (e.g. CCREEE, ECREEE) 

• Demand and supply-side RE&EE market development programs   (e.g. ECREEE)

• Train the trainer networks and capacity building tools 

• Policy briefs and positions
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UNIDO support:

• Peer to peer learning

• Mentoring

• Ownership-driven

• Partnership-oriented

• Timely limited
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Thank you!

Mr. Martin Lugmayr,

GN-SEC Coordinator, 

Energy Systems and Infrastructure Division,

UNIDO

GN-SEC Contact:

info@gn-sec.net

www.gn-sec.net


