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Dear Participants! 

Ladies and Gentlemen! 

Allow me, on behalf of the Government of Republic of Tajikistan and Ministry of Transport, 

welcome all participants of the Meeting in the city of Dushanbe. I also wish to express words of 

gratitude to the Organization of Economic Cooperation and Tajikistan Railway “Rohi Ohani 

Tochikiston” for organizing this high-level Meeting. 

I am confident that the Meeting will ensure rapprochement of our views and standpoints and 

will primarily facilitate progress and prosperity and peace in all countries. 

Since gaining its independence, the Republic of Tajikistan continues along the path of 

developing its economic infrastructure, including the transport sector, which has a special role 

to play in prospective economic growth alongwith social sector-targeted measures that include 

the betterment of living standards and poverty reduction.    

The transport sector of Tajikistan integrates the transportation by rail, road and air. 

As with the development of the national road network, the improvement of railway network 

and the widening of its outreach to the rest of the world since it is, in effect, the largest 

transporter, in terms of international transport and transit volumes moved, the railway sub-

sector has been prioritized as the key factor in the overall development of the country’s 

transport infrastructure. As such, it strives to fully meet the increasing needs of people and 

economy in freight, all-type cargo, and passenger transportation.  

Along this path, special importance has been attached to the construction of new railway lines 

connecting the central part of the country with the country’s strategically meaningful provinces 

thereby bringing much needed vitality by connecting those to the railway networks of 

neighbouring countries and thus integrating them into the international transit transport 

mainstreams.  

Today, the Government of Republic of Tajikistan puts much emphasis on the development of 

the transit-transport potential of the country.    

Here, I would like to mention that Rohi Ohani Tochikiston is the national operator at country 

level. It accounts to 75% of all imports and exports transported.  

The trade turnover in the country recorded 5,500 million tons in terms of gross transportation. 

The passenger transport recorded 550,000 persons carried by rail. Such performance, compared 



to the period of 2017, staged 15% increase in freight transportation and 3% in passenger 

conveyance.  

The Government of Republic of Tajikistan pays the increasing attention to the construction of 

railway roads. Noteworthy is the planned construction of the railway route: “Kyrgyzstan- 

Tajikistan-Afghanistan-Iran” connecting enroute countries with China. It will play its crucial 

role in the development of the transport infrastructure among Central Asian States. 

The reasons behind the development of diverse rail-based transport routes between countries of 

Central Asia and, most importantly Afghanistan, and seaports in Pakistan and Iran, triggered 

the steps taken toward expanding of the existing railway network, inter-regionally, thereby 

enabling it to gradually merge with large-scale international transport and communications 

infrastructure.        

Starting from 2013, the trilateral talks among Tajikistan, Afghanistan and Turkmenistan 

resulted in the endorsement of a trajectory of the trans-Afghanistan corridor: “Tajikistan-

Afghanistan-Turkmenistan”. The MoU on the construction of this corridor was signed on 20 

March 2013 in Ashgabat when the three Presidents met. Further, on 29-30 May 2017, in 

Dushanbe, the Meeting of the tripartite Coordination Group occurred. During the latter, the 

document (protocol) on the project was signed.  

It needs noting that financing of the construction of this corridor in territories of Tajikistan and 

Afghanistan is being sourced from international investments. For the purposes of obtaining 

international financial assistance, a document confirming the commitment of the three parties 

for mutual cooperation needs to be presented to potential international financiers. 

In line with provision 3 of the above-mentioned protocol, the draft Tripartite Agreement on 

Cooperation was forwarded to the relevant railway authorities. Until present, however, no 

feedback on this document has been received yet. 

The Government of Republic of Tajikistan operationalized the “Dushanbe-Bohtar-Kulyab” 

railway line, in particular, it was the 40.7km Vahdat-Yavan segment. That enabled the railway 

connectivity between the central part of the country with the Hotlan Province.   

Following Decree No. 109-p dated 29 December 2018 released by the Government of Republic 

of Tajikistan, an Act was endorsed. Based on the latter, a choice of an optimal route on the 51 

km J. Balhi-Jeyhun- Nizhniy Panj line (at border of Afghanistan) was offered.   

Given the aforesaid developments, the Transport Infrastructure Design Institute of Ministry of 

Transport of Tajikistan has worked out a new investment project for the 51km new railway line: 

“J. Balhi-Jeyhun-Nizhniy Panj”.     



This new project is part of the Kyrgyzstan-Tajikistan-Afghanistan-Iran regional railway 

construction project. It is also part of the Tajikistan-Afghanistan-Turkmenistan railway project 

leading to the seaports of the Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean.       

Esteemed participants, 

In July 2009, in Afghanistan, the project “Kyrgyzstan-Tajikistan-Afghanistan-Iran” was 

proposed at the Meeting of Ministers of Transport of Iran, Pakistan, Azerbaijan, Turkey, 

Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. It was approved by the 

Ministers. To discuss the project details, the experts then met in December 2014 in Dushanbe. 

Subsequently, they also met in October 2015 in Bishkek.  

To fulfill the feasibility study for the construction of the 1435mm standard gauge railway line in 

the territory of Tajikistan along the Karamyk (Tajik border)-Nizhniy Panj (Afghan border) 

segment, the amount worth US$1million was allocated. However, that feasibility study was not 

completed due to financial constraints.  

We hope that at this Meeting our countries will arrive to a common solution in the way of 

successfully completing the projects.  

I wish all participants of the Meeting and special invitees every success in the deliberations and 

useful networking. 

Thank you for the attention.  

  

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 


