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Report of the 

First General Assembly Meeting of 
State Parties to the ECO Regional Center for Cooperation of Anti-corruption Agencies and Ombudsmen (RCCACO) 
21 September 2023
Islamic Republic of Pakistan (Virtually)

1. The First General Assembly Meeting of the State Parties to the ECO Regional Center for Cooperation of Anti-corruption Agencies and Ombudsmen (RCCACO) was co-organized by the National Accountability Bureau of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and the ECO Secretariat on September 21, 2023 in virtual mode. The meeting was attended by delegates of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Kyrgyz Republic, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan and Turkmenistan as well as the relevant officials of the ECO Secretariat. The list of participants is attached as Annex-I. 

Agenda Item No. 1

Inauguration of the Meeting
2. The Meeting was jointly inaugurated by Mr. Husnain Ahmad, Director General Operations, National Accountability Bureau (NAB) of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and Ambassador Jandos Asanov, ECO Deputy Secretary General.
3. Mr. Ahmad, on behalf of the Government of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, welcomed all the participants to the meeting. He stated that economic growth is the most powerful instrument for reducing poverty and improving quality of life as well as a source of national strength. He mentioned that due to adverse impacts of financial crimes especially corruption on economic development, ECO Member States decided to establish RCCACO. He also briefed the participants about measures taken by Pakistan in order to fight against corruption. A copy of his statement is attached as Annex II.
4. Speaking on behalf of the Economic Cooperation Organization, Ambassador Asanov extended his gratitude to the National Accountability Bureau of Pakistan for hosting this very important event. He highlighted that the ECO Secretariat is basically an economic organization but the ECO Member States have realized that the economic growth can hardly be achieved in absence of security and stability. Consequently, the Member States agreed to establish a regional center for cooperation among the Anti-corruption agencies and ombudsmen among themselves. He further stated that in fighting against corruption and related crimes, ECO Member States need a sustainable and comprehensive approach.  
Agenda Item No.2

Election of the Chairman

5. As per ECO rules of procedure, Mr. Husnain Ahmad, Director General Operations, National Accountability Bureau of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan unanimously elected as Chairman of the Meeting.
Agenda Item No. 3

Adoption of the Agenda

6. The Meeting unanimously adopted its agenda, which is attached as Annex III. 
Agenda Item No. 4

Statements/Reports by Heads of Delegation 

7. Under this agenda item, the heads of delegation shared their  experience/information about achievements made in their respective countries in fight against corruption and measures taken in this regard. Copies of their statements are attached as Annex-IV.
8. The Representative of the Republic of Azerbaijan briefed the meeting about history and functions of the Anti-corruption Directorate of Azerbaijan. He stated that under European Neighborhood Policy Plan, the European Union, since 1 February 2022, has funded Twinning Project Support to the Reform of the Criminal Asset Recovery and Management System in Azerbaijan, which aims to facilitate learning the best practices of respective bodies of European countries. He further stated that Electronic Prosecution Information System (EPIS) has been recently programmed to simplify interagency and internal correspondence within Prosecutor’s Office. This System eases all internal file sharing, including all information regarding specific criminal cases and creates a platform for videoconferencing. 
9. The Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran stated that establishment of RCCACO is part of the larger goal to create a transparent and corruption-free environment in the ECO region. RCCACO will serve as a platform for sharing best practices and coordinating efforts to promote transparency and accountability in the region's economic activities. 
10. He further stated that Iran has organized some online events in fighting against corruption in cooperation with Ombudsmen of the Islamic Countries and expressed hope to organize the same for the State Parties of RCCACO. He highlighted Iran's involvement in various anti-corruption organizations at both international and regional levels, including Globe E, Asian Ombudsmen etc. 
11. The Representative of the Kyrgyz Republic stated that their government is actively fighting against corruption and taking further measures to improve the transparency and efficiency of government`s institutions. In this regard, effective anti-corruption bodies and mechanism have been created in Kyrgyzstan. He proposed that the next meeting be devoted to the topic of the role of corruption risks in concealing violations of human rights and freedoms.
12. The Representative of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan stated that Pakistan is fully aware of the need of regional and international cooperation especially in the areas of mutual legal assistance, extradition, recovery of stolen assets, training and research, sharing good practices etc. to cope with menace of corruption. He further stated that NAB has established Pakistan`s Anti-Corruption Academy which is an important venture to pursue the mission of planning, organizing and executing training programs in the field of anti-corruption and anti-money laundering. 
13. He suggested that ECO Secretariat and Center may initiate efforts to become Member or Observer Member of different formal and informal forums of international cooperation and asset recovery networks. He further proposed that a Web Application or secure information exchange platform like Globe threema, I-24/7 etc. may also be developed for security of shared data and all focal persons be given hands on training for its effective use as well as to prepare a training needs assessment and regular training calendar based on latest interventions and global trends.
14. The Representative of the Republic of Tajikistan stated that corruption undermines economic growth and development by diverting resources away from productive sectors and into the hands of a few individuals. This leads to a decrease in investment, as businesses are discouraged by the lack of transparency and fair competition. He elaborated the measures taken by the Republic of Tajikistan in fighting against corruption including adoption of decree of the President of Tajikistan on additional measures to certain to fight against economic crimes in 1999, joining in the anti-corruption network of organization for economic cooperation and development, signing of United Nations Convention against Corruption, establishment of anti-corruption council.

15. He further stated that the fight against corruption is an essential part of the internal and external policy of Tajikistan and expressed readiness of Tajikistan to establish beneficial cooperation with international organizations and institutions that work in the field of fight against corruption. 
16. The Representative of Turkmenistan stated that corruption is one of the main problems of the modern society which prevent functioning of the country’s economic sphere. He further stated that to protect the rights of the people of Turkmenistan and to ensure elimination of corruption from Turkmenistan, the following measures taken by them;
· provided conditions for people's participation in the programs to fight against corruption, 

· signed a President Decree about establishment of enter authority preventive measures in Turkmenistan, 

· created departments to combat corruption.

Agenda Item No. 5

Brief presentation about the steps so far taken for establishment of RCCACO

17. Under this agenda item, Ambassador Asanov briefed the meeting about history of judicial and anti-corruption cooperation among the ECO Member States. He stated that, so far, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran and Pakistan have ratified the Charter of RCCACO, while Tajikistan signed it. He added that ECO Secretariat is working with the relevant authorities of Iran for early operationalization of RCCACO. Copy of the Secretariat’s report is attached as Annex V. 
Agenda Item No. 6

Exchange of views on the required actions for operationalization RCCACO

18. The Representative of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan stated that operationalization of RCCACO will be a milestone in combating corruption among the Member States. It will help in strengthening measures to combat corruption, to devise anti-corruption and ombudsmen ship policies by the Member States. He proposed that RCCACO should the member of different forums active in international cooperation against corruption and development of secure web for exchange of information. He requested that: 
· the Islamic Republic of Iran may prepare all necessary documents as regards the operationalization of RCCACO and share it with ECO Secretariat; and   

· the Member States should support each other to jointly start the agenda under global forums to promote the regional interests, hormone and integration as it will lead to economic prosperity, public administration and promote good governance besides combating anti-corruption.    

19. The Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran stated that we will prepare necessary documents including the staff regulation, financial regulations, organizational charts and other relevant documents by first half of 2024 and will share the same with the ECO Secretariat. He requested the Member States to share their experiences and best practices in fight against corruption to promote effective governance and improve the well-being of their populations.

20. The Representative of the Republic of Azerbaijan proposed that RCCACO should focus in prevention of corruption in the framework of new digital era and consider/use of new information technology for the detection of corruption.
21. The Representative of the Kyrgyz Republic urged the Member States to exchange experiences, develop joint strategies and actions that will help us more effectively to fight against corruption and protect the rights of our citizens.

Agenda item No. 7
Consideration of any proposed training/operational activities for the facilitation of RCCACO operationalization
22. Under this agenda item, the following training programs were offered; 

· Islamic Republic of Iran will organize online training courses on fight against corruption in near future; and   
· Islamic Republic of Pakistan will hold a training session in the field of anti-corruption and anti-money laundering in November 2023.
Agenda Item No. 8
Any other Issue
23. No issue was discussed under this Agenda item. 

Agenda item No.9
Date and venue of the next Meeting

24. The Meeting tasked the ECO Secretariat to liaison/coordinate with the Member States for seeking their willingness towards volunteer hosting the 2nd Meeting of the General Assembly of the State Parties to RCCACO as well as the 5th Meeting of the Heads of Anti-corruption and Ombudsmen of the ECO Member States.  
Agenda Item 10

Closing Remarks

25. In his closing remarks, the Chair appreciated the ECO Secretariat for facilitation of convening this important meeting as well as delegates for their active participation and contribution in the meeting. In order to have sustainable growth and further strengthening measures to combat corruption by providing technical assistance, he urged the Member States to further explore the ways for early operationalization of RCCACO. The ECO Secretariat as well as participants also expressed their heartiest gratitude to the National Accountability Bureau of Pakistan for organizing this important meeting. 
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