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1. The 7th Meeting of the Heads of National Statistical Offices (HNSO) of ECO Member States  was held virtually on September 20, 2023 under the Chairmanship of the Republic of Azerbaijan. The representatives from the Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan, Republic of Türkiye and the Republic of Uzbekistan along with the representatives of the ECO Secretariat participated in the said meeting. The list of the participants is attached at Annex-I.

Agenda Item No. 1

Greetings by ECO Secretariat 
2. The Deputy Secretary General of the ECO Secretariat, Ambassador Jandos Asanov, while inaugurated the meeting warmly welcomed the participants. He stated that since the Republic of Azerbaijan is the Chairing Country of the Economic Cooperation Organization in 2023, according to established practice the physical and online meetings at the ECO Secretariat is chaired by the representative of the ECO Charing Country. He proposed the candidacy of Mr Rauf Salimov, Deputy Chairman of the State Statistical Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan for the chairpersonship of the meeting. A copy of his statement is at Annex-II. 
Agenda Item No. 2
Election of the Chairman 
3. Deputy Chairman of the State Statistical Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Mr. Rauf Salimov was elected to chair the meeting. In his opening remarks, he highlighted the sector-wise development priorities of Azerbaijan within the concept of country’s ECO Chairmanship that declares 2023 as the Year of “Green Transition and Interconnectivity”.
4. He highlighted the priorities of the Member States which they expressed during ECO Summits 2021 by making emphasis in the areas of transit and transport, energy, water, food security, diversification of economy, green economy, climate change as well as regional security issues. He wished constructive and result-oriented discussions during the meeting. A copy of his statement is at Annex-III.
Agenda Item No. 3

Adoption of the Agenda 
5. The Meeting unanimously adopted its agenda without any amendment. A copy of draft agenda is attached at Annex-IV.
Agenda Item No. 04

Election of Drafting Committee of Meeting
6. As agreed by all Member States, the ECO Secretariat was assigned to prepare and circulate the draft Report of the Meeting.
Agenda Item No. 05
Reports/Presentations on Country Statistical Developments
7. Under this Agenda Item, the Chair of the meeting stated that in the framework of 2023 of “Green Transition and Interconnectivity”, the priorities of the Republic of Azerbaijan in the field of economic development put special emphasis on sustainable and green energy and increasing the share of renewable in overall energy use in line with  international framework and commitments. Furthermore, ensuring effective transport and energy connectivity is vital for regional cooperation. 
8. He further stated that Republic of Azerbaijan successfully applied the concepts of 'green energy' in the process of rehabilitation and construction of its liberated territories and their economic reintegration. Establishment of new transport communications in the region is also considered for the perspective of providing benefits and new connectivity opportunities for the whole ECO region. 

9. The Chair of the meeting then gave the floor to the participants for delivering their statements/presentations. The delegates made statements/presentations about their respective national statistical developments, making various suggestions on ways and means to enhance their statistical cooperation within the scope and framework of ECO.
10. The Representative of Azerbaijan (Ms. Elnura Isgandarova, Deputy Head of the Department of International Relations, State Statistical Committee, Azerbaijan) comprehensively briefed the participants about main activities/achievements implemented in the field of official statistics in the Republic of Azerbaijan. A copy of her presentation is at Annex-V.  
11. The Republic of Azerbaijan proposed census in the fields of Agriculture and Green Economy within the framework of SDGs. In this regard, they requested feedback/comments from the participants. 
12. The Representative of Iran (Ms. Darioush Aboohamzeh, Deputy Vice President for Plan and Budget Organization and Head of Iran Statistical Center (SCI)) while appreciating the efforts for convening the meeting regularly, emphasized that the meeting should be based on strengthening the leadership and management abilities of the Heads of National Statistical Offices. She further stated that the meeting should identify good practices of leadership and future steps that should be taken to lead agile, resilient, and responsible human resources management in the NSOs which was mentioned in the previous meeting.

13. While speaking on the economic statistics in Iran, actions and innovations to collect data and implement surveys & census in Iran and best practices, she suggested the following;
· to provide an opportunity to assist in implementing the satellite accounts, such as health account and tourism account,
· to share the knowledge on employment in the informal sector and agricultural areas,
· to exchange the experiences on input-output tables,
· to organize virtual and in-person training for countries interested in the topics mentioned by ECO Secretariat,
· to revise the ECO Framework of Cooperation and Plan of Action on Statistics proposed and approved in the 1st Meeting of the Heads of National Statistical Offices of ECO Member Countries hosted by the Statistical Center of Iran (SCI) (January 28-29, 2008),
· to identify the priorities and challenges of the NSOs in the ECO region with a common strategy for the development of statistics,
· To share our experiences on application of new methods to collect data (via tablet and internet (if required by any ECO member state). It should be mentioned that the SCI is also ready to share its knowledge and experience with other countries on the register-based population and housing census, register-based statistical systems and applications of administrative data in the national statistical system and censuses.

(A copy of her presentation is at Annex-VI).  

14. The Representative of Iran inquired additional information regarding Pakistan's capital statistics and economic census. In this regard, she requested details of focal point of the relevant department of Pakistan for further coordination/communication. 
15. The Representative of the Republic of Kazakhstan (Ms. Ainur Dossanovs, Bureau of National Statistics Agency for Strategic Planning and Reforms) read out the message of Mr. Zhaser Zharkynbayev, Deputy Head of the Bureau of National Statistics of the Agency for Strategic Planning and Reforms, Republic of Kazakhstan. Some text of his speech is as under:  

"The central vector of development of the statistical system of Kazakhstan for the next five years will be the digitalization of the statistical production and dissemination. Republic of Kazakhstan is planning to replace most traditional surveys with administrative and alternative data sources, which according to our estimates, will reduce statistical surveys in 2025 by approximately 50% compared to current levels"
(A copy of his presentation is at Annex-VII).  

16. The Representative of Pakistan (Dr. Naeem-Uz-Zafar, Chief Statistician, Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS)) informed the participants that PBS has brought a paradigm shift in data collection and dissemination by moving from paper based data collection to electronic data collection with monitoring dash boards. 

17. He briefed that PBS has recently completed the 7th first ever Digital Population & Housing Census. PBS has also completed the Pakistan Demographic Survey (PDS) which is the twentieth round of a series of surveys, initiated in 1984, as well devised the New Dimension of Integrated Agricultural Census (IAC)-2024. 
18. In his concluding remarks, he highlighted the importance of digitalization which has to affect our information system, investment decisions, trade decisions, regional value chains and recommended further mutually beneficial engagement. His statement is at Annex-VIII.
19. The Representative of Tajikistan (Mr. Nodir Ramazoni, Deputy Director, Agency on Statistics under the President of the Republic of Tajikistan) expressed his gratitude for convening this very important meeting. He stated that high quality data is necessary for the government, international organizations, civil society, the private sector and the general public to analyze and making accurate decision and prepare strategic plans. To achieve this goal, a document upto 2030 has been prepared for the national strategy for the development of statistics of the Republic of Tajikistan.
20. He further stated that the main objective of the national strategy for development of statistics of the Republic of Tajikistan is to modernize the statistical process in the field of development as well as high quality data for monitoring and evaluating national programs in the implementation of national development strategy of the country and ensure the effectiveness of this statistical process and improving the professional skills of the employees. 
21. He informed that one of the important activity of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Tajikistan is expansion of use of the administrative data. We have started the implementation of the World Bank project which is funded by the latter amounting US$ 10 million which will give us an opportunity to recreate all the setup. So far, the Republic of Tajikistan has only 60% of electronic setup. We are also preparing to setup a second data base. He assured that the Agency on Statistics under the President of the Republic of Tajikistan is ready to further coordinate with other statistical agencies of Member States in order to develop more effective statistical system and disseminating accurate statistical data. 

22. The representative of Türkiye (Ms. Betül TAŞDEMİR, Head of International Project Management and Policy Development Group, Acting Head of International Relations Group, Foreign Relations Department) delivered a detailed presentation regarding their Statistical Infrastructure (Strategic Plan, Current State of the Official Statistics Programme, Data Collection Methods Data Dissemination, Data Transmission with IDTS and Classification). 
23. Under the topic Macroeconomic Statistics, she briefed 
the participants about International Trade and Price Statistics. She also spoke about Tourism Statistics, Social Statistics, Population and Housing Census (PHC), Population Statistics Portal, Sectoral Statistics, Environmental Statistics and SDG Indicators, Environmental Statistics and SDG Indicators, Environmental and Agricultural Statistics. Her presentation is at Annex-IX.
24. While appreciating her briefed presentation, the Chair inquired about criteria (general or special) of the Population Statistics Portal which they established and opened to the public access in April 2023. 
25. The Representative of Türkiye replied that this is a general portal.  

26. The Representative of Uzbekistan (Mr. Dilshod Zakirov, Head of the Methodology and Statistical Works Department, Agency of Statistics under the President of Uzbekistan) briefed the participants about the outcome of reforms to improve the efficiency of the activity of the national statistical system of Uzbekistan as well as their future plans of action. 
27. He further described the measures taken for improving activity of statistics and legislation, improving statistical processes and methodology and ensuring openness, measures for broad implementation of digital technologies in practice, increase of personnel potential and integration with science and new goals and tasks for the effective organization of the system in the framework of the new administrative reform in Uzbekistan. His presentation is at Annex-X.
Agenda Item No. 06

Presentation by ECO Secretariat on (i) “ECO Annual Economic Report 2021” (ii) “ECO Annual Economic Report 2022”and on (iii) Training events

28. Under this agenda item, Deputy Secretary General, Ambassador Jandos Asanov briefed the participants about ECO Annual Economic Report–2021 and the ECO Annual Economic Report–2022, respectively focus on regional trade and agriculture sectors, compilation of which is based on the current priorities of the ECO countries. He further highlighted the Organization’s jointly held activities and events, including with those of UN-SIAP, SESRIC and other global forums;
i)
ECO Annual Economic Report 2021: Overall Economic Situation and Trade in ECO Area

He stated that the Secretariat has circulated ECO Annual Economic Report 2021: Overall Economic Situation and Trade in ECO Area” on February 2023. He expressed his deep gratitude to all the partner government agencies of the Member States and their contact persons for their contribution to the Report. He informed that the Report was amended after receiving inputs from Azerbaijan, Pakistan and Türkiye. The same  was re-distributed among the Member States on September 2023. He requested the Meeting may take note of the Report and also the fact that the Report is always open to amendments and adjustments by the Member States. A copy of ECO Annual Economic Report 2021 is at Annex-XI.

ii)
ECO Annual Economic Report 2022: Overall Economic Situation and Agriculture in ECO Area”

He informed the participants that the Report is developed in special consideration of the expressive views and inspirations of the ECO Heads of State/Government that they put forward during 14th and 15th Summits in March and November 2021, respectively. The document also reviews the progress made while moving forward to gain on the objectives and expected outcomes as envisaged in the ECO Vision 2025.


He further stated that the issue of food security also came under extensive discussion during the 14th and 15th Summits and 26th Meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of ECO countries. Therefore, while highlighting the developments in agriculture in the region, the Report aims to draw attention to the relevant state agencies and members of expert community to discuss and identify the areas where cooperation and interaction among the Member States in agriculture can be constructive and fruitful. This Report was re-distributed among the Member States on September 2023. A copy of ECO Annual Economic Report 2022 is at Annex-XII.
(iii)
Training events

While briefing the meeting, he highlighted the Organization’s jointly held activities and events, including with those of UN-SIAP, SESRIC and other global forums. He stated that in June 2023, the following two events were organized:
i)
The ECO Secretariat in close cooperation with the UN Statistical Institute for Asia and Pacific (SIAP) and the Statistical, Economic and Social Research and Training Centre for Islamic Countries (SESRIC) organized a Regional Training Workshop on Transition to Register-based approaches for Population and Housing Censuses in Ankara, Türkiye on 12-15 June 2023. The representatives of all ECO Member States attended the event. 
ii)
The ECO Secretariat in close collaboration with the Statistical, Economic and Social Research and Training Centre for Islamic Countries (SESRIC) and the Department of Statistics of Malaysia (DOSM) in line with the Statistical Capacity Building (StatCaB) Programme organized an Online Training Course titled ‘International Trade Statistics and Balance of Payments’ on 20-22 June 2023 in a virtual mode. Participants from the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic and the Republic of Uzbekistan as well as approximately 40-50 participants from the National Statistical Offices (NSOs) of 16 OIC countries attended the training course.
29. Deputy Secretary General also informed the participants about the following events;
i)
UN SIAP’s e-Learning course Sustainable Development Goal 9 (SDG 9): Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure (24 April - 26 May),
ii)
UN SIAP’s webinars on Indicators on business performance related to well-being and sustainability (26 April, 31 May and 28 June).

30. He requested the participants to further work on preparing other events reflected at the ECO Calendar of Events-2023 as well as to consider volunteering to hold online meetings or events on specific topics of statistics.
Agenda Item No.7

Discussions of ongoing statistical projects:
i)
Agricultural Statistics and Land Cover Statistics from Earth Observations for selected ECO Countries

Deputy Secretary General, Ambassador Jandos Asanov briefed the participants that the Secretariat, upon finalizing the discussion within Secretariat (December 19, 2021) approached FAOSTAT for the possibility of a new joint statistical project. On March 28, 2022 a video conferencing discussion was held between ECO and FAO to discuss the matters relating to a new project-based cooperation. As the outcome of the discussion, the joint ECO-FAO draft project proposal was shared with ECO Member States for feedback. The draft proposal, along with the agricultural statistics, looks after the Compilation of Price Statistics within the project framework design.


He further informed that during the 6th Meeting of ECO Heads of National Statistics Offices/8th High Level Experts’ Group Meeting (29 June 2022), the delegation of Tajikistan as pilot country for the project offered its full support for the project proposal. The 33rd Meeting of the Regional Planning Council (RPC) requested to take initial steps on the implementation of the project.


He further stated that on August 1, 2023, ECO Secretariat held online talks with Lorenzo De Simone, PhD., Technical Adviser Geospatial, and Valérie Bizier, Senior Statistician, Statistics Governance and Quality Assurance, Office of the Chief Statistician, FAO. As the result of discussions, the parties agreed that FAOSTAT will deliberate as regards the further steps in advancing this project and forward a written letter to ECO Secretariat.

ii)
Kazakhstan’s Trade and Economic Potential in the Markets of the ECO Countries in the New Geo-economic Realities

He informed that the main idea of the project is to conduct a comprehensive analysis of the trade and economic potential of Kazakhstan within the framework of ECO markets. The Project proposal was received from the Economic Research Institute of the Ministry of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan. The 33rd Meeting of the Regional Planning Council welcomed a new economic research project proposal of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 

He further stated that in order to ensure greater transparency, it was proposed to finance the project from the Feasibility and General Purpose Fund (FGPF) and seek for this the consent of the CPR. After comprehensive deliberations, 278th meeting of CPR agreed to the financing of the project from FGPF. The next step is signing a contract between the ECO Secretariat and a relevant specialist to carry out the project. 
31. Concerning the 'ECO Economic Journal', he stated that the main objective of the project is to establish ECO Economic Journal as part of ECO Research Centre and launch of its regular functions. Project proposal of the ECO Economic Journal for US$ 50,000 was presented by Mr. Natig Madatov, Senior Researcher, Economic Scientific Research Institute (ESRI), Ministry of Economy, Azerbaijan during the 6th meeting of the Editorial Board of the ECO Economic Journal (EBEEJ) (August 31, 2022). At the 33rd meeting of the RPC, the Council requested the Secretariat to consider the financing of the ECO Economic Journal, which needs US$ 50,000. 
32. He further stated that the Tashkent Communiqué, adopted at the 26th Meeting of the ECO Council of Foreign Ministers (COM) held on January 24, 2023, expressed support to the continuation of activities aimed at transforming the ECO Economic Journal borne by the Chief Editor’s Office into an internationally recognized, widely disseminated and reputable publication and called on the Secretariat to accelerate the procedure for financing of the project proposal for the new concept of the journal. 
33. He informed the participants that after the talks of the ECO Secretary General with the President of the ECO Trade and Development Bank (ETDB), the Board of Directors of the latter decided to allocate US$ 20,000 to the launch of the Journal.
Agenda Item No. 09

Discussion and adoption of the agenda and date of the 8th Meeting of the Heads of National Statistical Offices (7MHNSO) as well as 10th Meeting of the High Level Experts Group Meeting (HLEGM) on Statistics
34. The Chair advised the ECO Secretariat to propose suitable date and prepare draft agenda of both meetings and circulate through Note Verbale among ECO Member States. Deputy Secretary General proposed to hold both meetings by next year due to busy schedule with regards to upcoming 34th Meeting of the Regional Planning Council (RPC) which is scheduled to be held  on 18-21 December 2023.  
Agenda Item No. 10
Any other business
35. Concerning suggestions of ECO Member States in regard of implementing “ECO Five-Year Strategic Plan on Statistics 2021-2026”, the representative of Iran stated that SCI welcomes the suggestion of ECO Secretariat on considering aspects of the subject strategic Plan and suggests that an action (implementation) plan with specific issues along with a time table be defined. The SCI suggests that the tentative theme: “Green Transition and Interconnectivity (in line with the theme of the ECO) should be clarified and explained in detail such as respective surveys to realize its objectives.
Agenda Item No. 11

Preparation and adoption of the Report of the meeting 
36. The meeting decided that the Secretariat would prepare and circulate the report of the Meeting among the ECO Member States. 
Agenda Item No. 12

Closing remarks
37. The Chair concluded the meeting and expressed his deep gratitude to all the participants for their comprehensive statements/presentations, exchange of valuable views and revision of their countries' report. He also appreciated the ECO Secretariat for its collaboration with the (SESRIC) for organizing a Regional Training Workshop on Transition to Register-based approaches for Population and Housing Censuses (12-15 June 2023 - Ankara, Türkiye) as well as with (SESRIC) and (DOSM) for organizing an Online Training Course titled ‘International Trade Statistics and Balance of Payments’ (20-22 June 2023). He reiterated the participants to explore the ways for further enhancement of their collaboration towards statistical development and productive outcomes. 
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