€
) f

rd

W

ﬁ rEconomic Cooperation Organization
ECO

The Senior Officials Meeting (SOM)

(Preceding the 27t Meeting of the Council of Ministers)

October 9, 2023

Baku , Azerbaijan



\l r'Economic Cooperation Grganization
ECO

Priority: Most Urgent
No: CFU/27* COM/2023/1564 Date: 2/10/2023
Attachment: Yes

The Secretariat of the Economic Cooperation Organization presents its compliments to
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Embassies of ECO
Member States in Tehran and based on the deliberations made during the 280% CPR Meeting
held on October 2, 2023 has an honour to enclose the updated version of the Draft Agendas
and Annotated Draft Agendas of 27th COM and SOM scheduled for October 9-10, 2023 in
Shusha, Azerbaijan.

The Secretariat avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Embassies of ECO Member States in Tehran
the assurances of its highest consideration.

All ECO Member States - Tehran

ECO Secretarial - No. 1, Golbou Alley, Kamranieh, Tehran, Iran - Postal Code: 19519 33114 - P.O.Box: 14155-6176
Tel: +98 (21) 22831733-4 Fax: +98 (21) 22831732 Email: registry@eco.int Website: http:/iwww.eco.int
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ECO/SOM/27"Meeting/2023
October 2, 2023

Draft Agenda

Opening of the Meeting and Remarks by ECO Secretary General

Remarks by the Chairman, the Republic of Azerbaijan

Appointment of the Drafting Committee

Preparation for the 27th Meeting of the Council of Ministers (COM):

a)

Draft Agenda of the 27th COM

b) Consideration of the Report of ECO Secretary General on activities of the
Organization
¢) Review and Approval of:
» Reports of ECO Council of Permanent Representatives (CPR) Meetings
s Reports of Sectoral Ministerial Meetings
e Reports of Specialized Agencies/Regional Institutions
d) Administrative and Financial Matters of ECO Secretariat:
¢ Audit Report for 2021 and 2022;
» Appointments (if any).
¢) Draft Shusha Declaration
f) Treaty Event
g) Any other business
h) Date and venue of the next meeting
i) Finalization of Report of the 27" Meeting of Council of Ministers
Closing




ECO/SOM/27"Meeting/2023
October 2, 2023

Annotated Draft Agenda

Agenda Item No.1

Opening

1. The ECO Secretary General, HE. Mr. Khusrav Noziri will make his opening
remarks. The Secretary General may welcome the participants and brief the Meeting
on the current state of affairs of ECO and present an overview on the Preparatory
process for 27t Meeting of Council of Ministers (COM) Meeting.

Agenda Item No. 2
Remarks by the Chairman

2. As per practice, the Secretary General will invite the Head of Delegation of the
host country/the Senior Official of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Azerbaijan to chair the Meeting. The Chairman of the Meeting will make his remarks
and call the meeting to order.

Agenda Item No.3
Appointment of Drafting Committee

3. A Drafting Committee may be established by Meeting to facilitate its work.

Agenda Item No.4
Preparation for the 27t Meeting of the Council of Ministers (COM)

4. The Council of Permanent Representatives decided to establish a Preparatory
Committee to be chaired by the current Chair (Azerbaijan) to discuss all the issues
relating to the preparations for upcoming SOM and COM Meetings in Shusha,
Azerbaijan. The Preparatory Committee held eight meetings in this regard.

5. The Council of Permanent Representatives in its 273, 274th, 275th 27gth 277th,
278t 279t and 280% meetings continuously discussed preparations for 27t Meeting of
Council of Ministers (COM) and finalized the Draft Agenda of COM meeting, as well
as Draft Shusha Declaration.

a. Draft Agenda of 27" COM Meeting

6. The SOM may consider the following Draft Agenda of the 27* COM Meeting
and endorse it:
Draft Agenda

Welcoming remarks by the Chairman of 27th COM (Azerbaijan)
Remarks by the Chairman of 26!h COM (Uzbekistan)

Remarks by the Chairman of ECO in 2024 (Iran)

Statement by the ECO Secretary General

v V¥V VWV VY

1)  Adoption of the Agenda
2)  Statements by:
+ Ministers/Heads of Delegation




ECO/SOM/27" Meeting/2023
October 2, 2023
e ECO Observers (if any)
¢ Heads of International Partners
» Heads of ECO Specialized Agencies/Regional Institutions
3) Consideration of the Report of ECO Secretary General on activities of the
Organization.
4) Review and Approval of:
» Reports of ECO Council of Permanent Representatives (CPR) Meetings;
» Reports of Sectoral Ministerial Meetings;
» Reports of Specialized Agencies/Regional Institutions.
5)  Administrative and Financial Matters of ECO Secretariat:
e ECO Secretariat’s Budget for 2024;
» Audit Report for 2021 and 2022;
¢ Appointments.
6) Adoption of Shusha Declaration.
7)  Treaty Event.
8)  Any other business.
9)  Date and venue of the next meeting.
10) Adoption of Report of the 27" Meeting of Council of Ministers.
11) Closing of the Meeting and Vote of Thanks.

b. Consideration of the Report of the Secretary General on activities of the
Organization

7. As laid down in Article IX (2) of the Treaty of Izmir, the Secretary General
presented his annual report to the COM that was circulated among the Member States
vide Note Verbale No. CFS/COM/27th Meeting/2023/1533 dated September 28, 2023.

8. The Report, inter alia, covers the activities of the Organization made since the
26% COM Meeting held on January 24, 2023 in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. It further outlines
the major achievements of the ECO concerning the economic effectiveness and
efficiency of the Organization, as well as status of ECO projects and programmes being
implemented for small, medium and large scale development in the region. The
document further highlights the measures taken to enhance ECO visibility in the
global landscape, and the Organization’s activities aimed at expanding and fortifying
its connections with other regional and international organizations. The Report also
contains recommendations on ECO's priority areas of cooperation, as well as progress
on the recommendations of the midterm review of ECO Vision 2025.

9. The SOM may consider the contents of the Report of the ECO Secretary General
on activities and engagements of the Organization.

c. Review and Approval of:
¢ Reports of ECO Council of Permanent Representatives (CPR) Meetings
¢ Reports of Sectoral Ministerial Meetings
+ Reports of Specialized Agencies/Regional Institutions




ECO/SOM/27"Meeting/2023

October 2, 2023

10.  Since the 26h Meeting of the Council of Ministers (COM} held on January 24,

2023 in Tashkent, the Council of Permanent Representatives (CPR) held 8 Meetings

(272-279 CPR Meetings). The adopted Reports were circulated among the Member
States as per details given below:

No. Report Note Verbale Number & its date of circulation
1. | 272" CPR Meeting No. CFU/272" CPR Report/2023/281 dated February 28, 2023
2. | 273 CPR Meeting No. CFU /273 CPR Report/2023/1115 dated August 1, 2023
3. | 274" CPR Meeting No. CFU/274th CPR Report/2023/581 dated May 4, 2023
4. | 275% CPR Meeting No. CFU/275% CPR Report/2023/774 dated June 8, 2023
5. | 276" CPR Meeting No. CFU/ 276" CPR Report/2023/940 dated July 5, 2023
6, | 277% CPR Meeting No. CFU/277% CPR Report/2023/1116 dated August 1, 2023
7. | 278" CPR Meeting No. CFU/ 278t CPR Report/2023/1285 dated August 30, 2023
8, | 279 CPR Meeting No. CFU /279 CPR Report/2023/1560 dated October 2, 2023

11. The Council may also consider, endorse and approve the Reports of the 5%
Ministerial Meeting on Health (Geneva, May 24, 2023), 34 Ministerial Meeting on
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) (Tehran, July 13, 2023), and 5%
Ministerial Meeting on Tourism (Ardabil, October 5, 2023).

» Annual Reports of ECO Specialized Agencies/Regional Institutions/Affiliated
Bodies

i) ECO Cultural Institute (ECI)

ii) ECO Educational Institute (ECO-EI})

iii) ECO Science Foundation (ECOSF)

iv) ECO Trade & Development Bank (ECO-TDB)

v} ECO Reinsurance Company

vi) ECO Regional Institute for Standardization, Conformity Assessment,
Accreditation and Metrology (ECO-RISCAM)

vii) ECO Chamber of Commerce & Industry (ECO-CCI)

viif} ECO Regional Coordination Centre for the Implementation of the
Regional Program for Food Security (ECO-RCC)

ix) ECO College of Insurance (ECO-Col)

x) ECO Institute of Environmental Science and Technology (ECO-IEST)

xi) ECO Postal College

xii) ECO Regional Center for Risk Management for Natural Disasters
(ECORCRM}

xiii) ECO Seed Association (ECOSA)

xiv) ECO Consultancy & Engineering Company (ECO-CEC)

12. In accordance with Article X of the Treaty of Izmir, ECO Specialized
Agencies/Regional Institutions shall submit annual reports on their activities to the
Council of Ministers. The Reports of Affiliated Bodies, if presented, are also reviewed by
COM.

13. The Secretariat circulated the Annual Reports of the ECO Specialized Agencies/
Regional Institutions/Affiliated Bodies amongst the Member States vide its Note
Verbale No. IR/2023/1514 dated September 27, 2023.
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14. The SOM may consider and review by COM the Reports of the ECO Specialized
agencies/Regional Institutions/ Affiltated Bodies, making appropriate
recommendations for future guidance/compliance.

d. Administrative and Financial Matters of ECO Secretariat

. Audit Report for 2021 and 2022

15.  In accordance with Article 18 of ECO Financial Regulation the Audit Board
consisting of representatives from Islamic Republic of Iran, Islamic Republic of
Pakistan and Republic of Tirkiye conducted audit of ECO Secretariat for the years
2021 and 2022 on August 6-8, 2023.

16.  The Audit Report for 2021 and 2022 along with the ECO Secretariat's comments
was circulated amongst the Member States vide Note Verbale on September 12, 2023.

17.  The Council may consider the Audit Report for approval.

. Appointments
18.  Ifany

e. Adoption of Shusha Declaration

19.  The Secretariat on July 17, 2023 circulated the first Draft of Shusha Declaration
among the Member States for their views/comments. The Draft Shusha Declaration

was taken into consideration at PrepCom and CPR levels. The document has also been
discussed by the SOM for consideration of the COM.

20. The SOM may consider and finalize the text of Draft Shusha Declaration for
endorsement by COM.

f. Treaty Event

21.  The ECO Secretariat vide Note Verbale No. LA/ Treaty Event/2023/1208 dated
August 16, 2023, circulated the latest status of agreements concluded within the
framework of ECO. The Member States were also requested to inform the Secretariat
not later than September 28, 2023 of their intentions to sign any of the agreements
listed in the latest status report during the 27t COM Meeting. If so, the Treaty Event
may be held during 27th COM.

g. Any Other Business

22, The delegations of the Meeting may discuss any other issue(s) under this
Agenda Item.



ECO/SOM/2 7 Meeting/2023
October 2, 2023

h. Date and venue of the next meeting

23.  The SOM may propose to COM that the 28 Meeting of the Council of Ministers
{COM) may be hosted by the Islamic Republic of Iran in 2024 being the Chair of the
Organisation.

i. Endorsement/finalization of the Draft Report of 27** COM Meeting

24.  Under this Agenda Item, the Meeting may consider and endorse the Draft
Report of 27" COM prepared/finalized by the Drafting Committee for further
submission to the 27t COM Meeting for adoption.

- Agenda Item No.5
Closing

25.  The Meeting may express its gratitude to the senior official from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan for conducting the Meeting's proceedings
in an efficient and professional manner and his outstanding chairmanship of the
Meeting. The Meeting may also appreciate the Government of the Republic of
Azerbaijan for making excellent arrangements for the meeting.

26.  The Meeting may further express its gratitude to the ECO Secretary General and
his team for preparation of relevant documents and coordination with all the ECO
Member States in organizing this important meeting in an efficient and able manner.




Agenda Item No. 1

Opening







Agenda Item No. 2

Remarks by the Chairman







Agenda Item No. 3

Appointment of Drafting Committee







Agenda Item No. 4

Preparation for the 27th Meeting of the Council of Ministers (COM)
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11.

Draft Agenda

Inauguration:

»  Welcoming remarks by the Honourable Foreign Minister of Azerbaijan as
the host and Chairman of 27t COM Meeting;

» Remarks by the Honourable Foreign Minister of Uzbekistan as the
Chairman of 26t COM Meeting;

» Remarks by the Honourable Foreign Minister of Iran as the ECO
Chairman in 2024;

» Statement by the ECO Secretary General.

Adoption of the Agenda.

Statements by:
» Ministers/Heads of Delegation of Member States;
» ECO Observers (if any);
¢ Heads of International Partners;
» Heads of ECO Specialized Agencies/Regional Institutions.

Consideration of the Report of ECO Secretary General on activities of the
Organization.

Review, and Approval of:

» Reports of ECO Council of Permanent Representatives {(CPR) Meetings;
» Reports of Sectoral Ministerial Meetings;
¢ Reports of Specialized Agencies/Regional Institutions.

Administrative and Financial Matters of ECO Secretariat:
+ Audit Report for 2021 and 2022;
* Appointments (if any}.

Adoption of Shusha Declaration.

Treaty Event (might be proposed to be deleted by SOM from COM's agenda in case
of no request from the non-signatories for ECO agreements for signing agreement(s)
during the 27t Meeting of COM).

Any other business.

Date and venue of the next COM meeting.

Adoption of Report of the 27t Meeting of Council of Ministers,
Vote of thanks and closing of the Meeting,.
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Priority: Most Urgent
No: CFS/COM/27% Meeting,/2023/1533 Date: 28/9/2023
Attachment: Yes

The Secretariat of the Economic Cooperation Organization presents its
compliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the
Embassies of ECO Member States in Tehran and has the honour to enclose herewith the
Report of the ECO Secretary General on activities of the Organization to the 27
Meeting of ECO Council of Ministers (COM) to be held on October 10, 2023 in Shusha,
Azerbaijan (Agenda Item No. 3 of 27t COM Meeting Draft Agenda).

The Secretariat avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Ministry of Foreign

Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Embassies of ECO Member States in Tehran
the assurances of its highest consideration.

All ECO Member States - Tehran

ECO Secretariat - No. 1, Golbou Afley, Kamranieh, Tehran, lran - Postal Code: 19519 33114 - P.O.Box: 14155-6176
Tel: +98 (21) 228317334 Fax: +98 (21) 22831732 Email: registry@eco.int Website: http/fwww.eco.int
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Priority: Most Urgent
No: CFU/272nd CPR Report/2023/281 Date: 28/2/2023

Attachment: Yes

The Secretariat of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) presents its
compliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the
Embassies of ECO Member States in Tehran and has the honour to enclose herewith the
Report of 272" Council of Permanent Representatives (CPR) Meeting adopted by the 273
CPR Meeting held on February 27, 2023 at the Secretariat.

The Secretariat avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Embassies of ECO Member States in Tehran
the assurances of its highest consideration.

All ECO Member States - Tehran

ECO Secretariat - No. 1, Goibou Alley, Kamranieh, Tehran, Iran - Postal Code: 19519 33114 - P.O.Box: 14155-6176
Tel: +98 (21) 228317334 Fax; +98 (21) 22831732 Email: registry@eco.int Website: http:/fwww.eco.int
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\

©),
T (74

(Economic Cooperation Organization
ECO

272" Meeting of the
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Report

The 272* Meeting of the ECO Council of Permanent Representatives (CPR) was
attended by the Permanent Representatives/Representatives of Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan,
Republic of Tiirkiye, Turkmenistan and Republic of Uzbekistan. The ECO Secretary
General and the relevant Staff of the Secretariat also attended the Meeting. List of
participants is enclosed as Annexure-1.

2. In his opening remarks, the ECO Secretary General thanked the Ambassador of
the Republic of Uzbekistan to the Islamic Republic of Iran H.E. Mr. Bakhodir
Abdullayev for his excellent chairmanship and management of CPR during 2022,
commending the Uzbekistan’s luminous initiatives to support the agenda of the
Organization, including the declaration of 2022 as the “Year of Strengthening
Connectivity” in the region. He also expressed his pleasure to welcome the Ambassador
of the Republic of Azerbaijan to Iran H.E. Mr. Ali Alizada as the new Chairman of CPR,
congratulating Azerbaijan to assume ECO Chairmanship for 2023 under the inspiring
concept that declares 2023 as the “Year of Green Transition and Interconnectivity”.
Recalling that this is last CPR event before the 26" Meeting of the COM, he requested
and encouraged all Member States to ensure their minister-level participation in the
event with a view to ensuring some tangible decision-making for supporting the future
activities of the Organization. '

3. Taking over the Chairmanship of the Council, Ambassador Alizada initiated the
formal proceeding of the meeting and welcomed the distinguished Permanent
Representatives/ Representatives of the Member States. He noted that it was an honour
and privilege for Azerbaijan to assume this important responsibility and lead the
Organization. He extended sincere gratitude to all ECO Member States for supporting
the concept of their chairmanship, declaring 2023 as the “Year of Green Transition and
Interconnectivity”. The Republic of Azerbaijan attaches great importance to the ECO
from the very beginning of its independence and joining the Organization, the Chair
conveyed. He reiterated Azerbaijan’s ambition and desire for nourishing the ECO
through their all-inclusive cooperation aimed at facilitating the continued progress and
betterment of the region. He commended his predecessor, particularly for his significant
role to strengthen ECO efforts for expanded cooperation amongst the Member States.
He also acknowledged the contribution of ECO Secretary General and his staff for their
relentless support to the Member States.

4. The ECO Permanent Representatives and Representatives also congratulated the
Republic of Azerbaijan for assuming the Chairmanship and welcomed Ambassador
Alizada as new Chairman of the CPR.

Agenda Item No.1
Adoption of the Agenda

5. The Council adopted the following Agenda of the 272" CPR Meeting for
deliberation:
1. Adoption of the Draft Agenda of the 272" CPR Meeting



2. Adoption of the Draft Report of the 271* CPR Meeting

3. Preparation for the 26" COM Meeting (continued)
-Finalization of the Draft Agenda of 26" COM Meeting
-Report of the Preparatory Committee

4. Administrative and budgetary matters:
-Recommendations of the Selection Panel

5. Any other business.

6. Date of the next CPR Meeting,.

Agenda Item No.2
Adoption of the Draft Report of the 271# CPR Meeting

6. The Council adopted the draft Report of the 2715 CPR Meeting circulated to the
Member States vide Secretariat's Note Verbale No. CFU/CPR/271% Meeting/2022/1755
dated December 22, 2022,

Agenda Item No. 3
Preparation for the 26 COM Meeting(continued)

- Finalization of the Draft Agenda of 26 COM Meeting

- Report of Preparatory Committee

7. The Council revisited the status of preparation of 26* Meeting of the ECO
Council of Ministers (COM), reviewing the Drafts Agenda Communiqué of the next
COM.

8. The Chairman of the PrepCOM briefed on the progress and developments made
during their 9% interaction held on January 9, 2023. Referring the proposal of the
Republic of Tiirkiye to arrange the next Meeting of the COM on January 23-24, 2023
instead of previously agreed dates i.e. January 24-25, 2023, he conveyed concurrence of
the host side in this regard subject to the consensus of other Member States. He
reiterated the position of Uzbekistan regarding participation of ECO Observers in the
COM Meeting without the right of statements. In this regard, he referred Article 5 of the
relevant ECO Modalities that, he interpreted, authorizes the host/Chair to grant such a
right to ECO Observers or otherwise. Based on the discussions of the 9" PrepCOM and
the firm stance of Uzbekistan, he insisted on omission of “Statements by ECO
Observers” from the Agenda of the COM’s Meeting.

9. The Representative of the Republic of Uzbekistan further stated that based on
his informal information, Uzbekistan side would offer hospitality to the participating
delegations as per following format:

» SOM - 1+2 - 3 nights for Member States
« COM - 1+1 - 2 nights for Member States
s SOM/COM - 1 -2 nights for ECO Specialized

Agencies/ Affiliated Bodies




i bt bt R T

S e B M i L A it el e e it -

10.  While conveying that some Member States have confirmed their participations,
the Representative of the Republic of Uzbekistan requested the remaining Member
States to also expedite confirmations of their participation in the next COM Meeting
along with particulars of their delegations.

11.  The Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran emphasized on
early finalization of the COM dates to avoid any further ambiguity and seeking
repeated convenience of the honourable Ministers. Regarding Article 5 of the relevant
ECO Modalities, he clarified that there was no such provision in the Modalities that
prohibits delivery of statements by ECO Observers. However, he mentioned that the
interpretation made by Uzbek side on the said Modalities was related to only sectoral
ministerial meetings. In addition, he proposed the inauguration of the COM Meeting by
the highest leadership of the host country. Moreover, he sought the number of
confirmed minister-level participations in the event as per new as well as previous
dates.

12.  The ECO Secretary General, responding to the query raised by Iranian side,
informed that the number of minister-level participation stands at 5 for previously
agreed dates of the COM Meeting, while the number of confirmed ministerial level
participation as per newly proposed dates of the event is 6, including Tiirkiye.

13.  The Representative of the Republic of Kazakhstan stated that the new dates of
the COM Meeting proposed by Tiirkiye were already conveyed to the relevant
authorities in Astana, adding that their response will be shared soon on receipt.

14. The Permanent Representative of the Kyrgyz Republic apprised that the
confirmation from their side was awaited on the new dates of the COM event.
Moreover, he said that his country’s proposals on draft Tashkent Communiqué were
also expected that would be shared in due course.

15.  The Representative of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, while referring that the
relevant authorities in Pakistan are engaged in issues of climate change and the relevant
UN Conference, conveyed that their authorities’ confirmation on the new dates of the
COM Meeting was still awaited. She said that the same would be shared as soon as
received.

16. The Permanent Representative of the Republic of Tajikistan expressed
concurrence over the new dates of the COM event. However, he discouraged sudden
changes in the already scheduled events with a view to avoiding any added financial
repercussions.

17.  The Permanent Representative of Turkmenistan also expressed no objection to
the new dates of the COM Meeting, stating that a formal confirmation was required
from their capital in this regard.

18.  The Representative of the Republic of Tiirkiye expressed appreciation over the
acceptance of new dates of COM Meeting by majority of the Member States. Regarding
participation of ECO Observers, he stood firm on their position regarding right of
statements by ECO Observers based on the past practice and relevant ECO Modalities.



He requested the host side to re-consider their decision to this end in special
consideration of ECO approach that is aimed at enhancing the Organization’s visibility.

19. The ECO Secretary General informed that during his telephonic conversation
with the Deputy Foreign Minister of Uzbekistan, it was established that the Uzbek side
had no objection on the new dates of the meeting. However, their telecommunication
noted the financial implications for the Member States due to the rescheduling of the
event, he said.

20.  The Legal Advisor recalled that based on the ECO Rules of Procedure, the draft
Agenda of the Meeting is required to be issued at least six weeks before the event,
noting that due to the non-finalization of the dates the same is yet to be circulated.

21.  Given the consensus established amongst the majority of the Member States, the
Council agreed with the new dates for organizing the 26" Meeting of ECO Council of
Ministers (COM) in Tashkent on January 23-24, 2023 instead of previously agreed dates
i.e. January 24-25, 2023, encouraging the Member States to expedite confirmations of
their ministerial level participation in the meeting,.

22. The Council also considered the nomination of Ambassador Jandos Asanov
received from the Republic of Kazakhstan regarding his re-appointment as Deputy
Secretary General for Tourism, Project Management, JPC & EAPA (Category-I, D3) for
another full term of three years. The Council approved the received nomination for
inclusion in the agenda of the 26t COM Meeting.

23.  Moreover, the Council mulled over the proposal of the Republic of Azerbaijan
regarding amendment in Article-IX of the Charter of ECO Clean Energy Center.
Looking into the views of the Permanent Representative of Iran regarding the
amendment proposed by Azerbaijan in Article-IX of the Charter of ECO Clean Energy
Center and the response of the Legal Advisor made thereon, the Council agreed on the
amendment proposed by Azerbaijan to be included as a separate item in the Draft
Agenda of the 26" COM Meeting,

24.  On query raised by Kazakhstan side regarding circulation of documents to be
considered for signatures under the Treaty Events, the Legal Advisor conveyed that the
said documents were already circulated amongst the Member States. He, however,
assured that the same would be recirculated at an early date for convenience of the
Member States.

25.  Having gone through the Draft Agenda and Draft Tashkent Communiqué of the
COM, along with the proposals of the Member States thereon, as well as making some
amendments in the document (s) based on the changes proposed by Member States, the
Council concluded that the revised versions of the Draft Agenda and Draft Tashkent
Communiqué (track-change and clean) of the 26" COM Meeting as agreed upon
during the meeting may be circulated for further consideration of the Member States
during Senior Officials Meeting (SOM).

Agenda Item No.4
Administrative and budgetary matters




26.  As per conclusion reached at the 271% CPR, the ECO Secretary General, while
referring his formal letter addressed to the Honourable Foreign Minister of Kazakhstan,
encouraged the Kazakhstan side to join the consensus during the upcoming
SOM/COM as to the minimum use of GRF to cover part of contributions of the Member
States for ECO budget 2023.

Recommendations of the Selection Panel

27.  The Selection Panel met on January 11, 2023. The Meeting was coordinated by
Ambassador Seyed Mohsen Esperi, ECO Deputy Secretary General for TI and Al and
chaired by Mr. Subhi Ismailzadeh, the Representative of the Republic of Azerbaijan.
The Meeting was attended by the representatives of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic
Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of
Tiirkiye and Republic of Uzbekistan.

28.  The Selection Panel made the following recommendation(s) for consideration by
the CPR:

Desk Officer (Category-IL, P1)

29,  Mr. Naimatullah (Pakistan National) may be appointed for a full term of four
(04) years to be effective from the date of joining at the Secretariat in place of
Mr. Farman Ali, who would complete his existing term of service on June 29, 2023.

30.  The Selection Panel also recommended that Mr. Farman Ali, the incumbent Desk
Officer may also be allowed to continue his services till the arrival of his successor from
Pakistan to properly handing/taking over the record of the concerned division,
enabling his successor to follow up the future tasks in an appropriate manner.

31.  The Council agreed and approved the above recommendations of the Selection
Panel.

Agenda Item No.5
Any other Business

32. The Chair and the ECO Secretary General as well as the Permanent
Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran requested the Member States to convey
expeditious response with regard to the participation of their Honourable Foreign
Ministers in the upcoming Meeting of the COM.

Agenda Item No.6
Date of the next CPR Meeting

33. It was decided that the next (27379} CPR will be held on February 27, 2023.

ek
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Report
The 2734 CPR Meeting, held on February 27, 2023, was attended by the

Permanent Representatives/Representatives of Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic
Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Islamic Republic of
Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan, Republic of Tiirkiye, Turkmenistan and Republic of
Uzbekistan. The ECO Secretary General and the relevant Staff of the Secretariat also
attended the Meeting. List of participants is enclosed as Annexure-I,

On request and proposal of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the meeting was
organized in Hybrid Mode.

Opening the Meeting, the delegations of the Member States joined the Chairman
and the ECO Secretary General to convey condolences for the massive destruction and
loss of precious human lives during the recently occurred devastating earthquakes in
Tiirkiye, expressing their deep sympathies with the bereaved families, people and
government of Tiirkiye.

The Ambassador of the Republic of Tiirkiye to the Istamic Republic of Iran and
the Country’s Permanent Representative to ECO acknowledged with earnest
appreciation the kind gestures, assistance and support of the Member States during
Tiirkiye’s hard time inflicted by destructive quakes in the country.

The Chairman requested the Members of the esteemed Council to observe a one-
minute silence due to the catastrophic earthquakes in Tiirkiye as well as to a brutal
attack that took place against the Embassy of Azerbaijan in Tehran on January 27, 2023.

Agenda Item No.1
Adoption of the Draft Agenda of the 273 CPR Meeting

2. Regarding Item 3 of the Agenda concerning the current situation and
circumstances with the regard to conduct of Chairmanship in ECO in 2023, the
Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran proposed the Council to move
the issue for discussion before any other business.

3. The Representative of the Republic of Azerbaijan expressed his concurrence on
the proposal made by Iranian side for the said re-positioning of Item 3. Furthermore,
some other changes in the sequence of Agenda Items was requested by the
Representative of Azerbaijan.

4. After making necessary adjustments and re-sequencing of the Agenda Items as
per the aforesaid proposals, the Council adopted the following Agenda of its 273rd
Meeting:

1. Adoption of the Draft Agenda of the 2734 CPR Meeting
2. Adoption of the Draft Report of the 272" CPR Meeting
3. Follow-up of the outcomes of the 26th Meeting of the COM
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4. Preparation for the 16%" ECO Summit and 27" Meeting of the COM
5. ECO Awards 2023
6. Approval of ECO Work Programme and Calendar of Events 2023
- Inclusion of the 15t Meeting of the GA & BoD of ERC in the Calendar of Events
for 2023
- Inclusion of the 3 Ministerial meeting on ICT preceded by the High-Level
Experts Group meeting in the Calendar of Events for 2023
7. Administrative and budgetary matters:
- Strengthening the Translation Unit of the Secretariat
- Report on the costs incurred from Feasibility and General Purpose Fund for the
334 RPC Meeting (January 16-19, 2023)
- Recommendations of the Selection Panel
8. Current situation and circumnstances with regard to conduct of Chairmanship in
ECOin 2023
9. Any other business
10. Date of the next CPR Meeting

Agenda Item No.2
Adoption of the Draft Report of the 272" CPR Meeting

5. The Council adopted the Draft Report of the 272" CPR Meeting held on January
11, 2023, circulated amongst the Member States vide Secretariat’s Note Verbale No.
CFU/CPR/272nd Meeting/2023/93 dated January 12, 2023.

Agenda Item No.3
Follow-up of the outcome of the 26" Meeting of the COM

6. The Chair requested the ECO Secretariat to brief the Council on the measures to
be taken to follow up the outcomes of the 26t Meeting of the COM held in Tashkent on
January 24, 2023.

7. The ECO Deputy Secretary General (Tourism, PM, JPA & EPA) informed the
Council that as desired by ECO Secretary General, the preparation for drafting a Plan of
Action is under process with regard to the implementation of decisions/outcomes of
the 26t COM Meeting. He assured that the said document would be finalized soon for
distribution amongst the Member States.

8. The Legal Advisor briefed the Council on some prominent developments made
during the COM Meeting and expected follow-up measures there-under. He pointed
out that under the Report of Secretary General to 25 COM, the Council encouraged
Member States signatory to Agreements concluded within the framework of ECO
acclerate the ratification process, therefore, to this end the follow-up measures are
needed to be taken by the Member States. It was also noted that 25" COM adopted the
Statute of ECO Regional Center for Riks Management of Natural Disaster (ECO-
RCRM), and upon approval the Statute was singed by the honourable Forieng Minister
of Islamic Republic of Iran. As a follow-up measures, the Secretariat declared that the
Statute is open for signature by the Member States at the ECO Secretariat or any other
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venue that the Member States deemed to sign the Statute. As for the Charter of Clean
Energy Center, he explained that after amendment of Article IX of the Charter, the
Charter was declared open for signature by the Secretariat and noted that the Charter
was sent to Baku for being signed by the honourable Minister of Energy of Azerbiajan.

9. The Legal Advisor furhter breifed the Council that after obtaining the approval
of COM regarding the Terms of Reference of High-Level Committee and the desire
expressed by COM that the Member States and Secretariat may accelerate their
collaboration and coordination for materialzing the functions of the High-Level
Committee, the follow-up measures designed for the Committee would be putting
before the Committee the issue of ECO Vision beyond 2025. He added that 25" COM
agreed on the proposal of establishment of a High-Level Dialogue Platform on
Environmental Coooperation and tasked CPR together with Secretariat to work out
necessary Terms of Reference of the Platform. In this regard, he informed that the zero
draft of the Platform, prepared by the Secretariat will be put on the agenda of 274" or
275% CPR Meetings.

10.  The Chairman informed that the Charter of ECO Clean Energy Center (ECO-
CEC) was recently signed by Ministry of Energy of Azerbaijan. He said that the original
Charter would be forwarded to the Secretariat soon, requesting other Member States to
consider signing and ratification of this important document, ensuring an expeditious
operationalization of the ECO-CEC.

11.  Regarding the revision of UNGA draft resolution on UN-ECO Cooperation, the
Chairman noted that the issue was discussed at SoM in Tashkent and RPC level this
year, He requested the Secretariat to circulate an updated version of the document
amongst the Member States with a view to securing their views and inputs thereon.

12, The ECO Secretary General acknowledged, with appreciation and thanks, the
signing of the ECO-CEC’s Charter by Azerbaijan, encouraging the other Member States
to sign and ratify this important document. Regarding the UNGA resolution on UN-
ECO cooperation, he recalled that the said resolution is passed biennially by the UNGA
with consensus. Noting the interventions by some Member States, the draft resolution
on UN-ECO cooperation is under process of revision which will be shared soon with
the ECO Chair and other Member States for further views/consideration before its
tabling at the UNGA, the Secretary General conveyed. He said that the Republic of
Azerbaijan, being current ECO Chair, is supposed to table the revised draft of the UN-
ECO resolution for adoption by UNGA during its upcoming session.

13.  The Permanent Representative of Iran, appreciating the ECO Secretariat for
briefing the Council on outcomes of the COM, reiterated his gratitude to the Republic of
Uzbekistan for hosting the 26" COM Meeting in Tashkent that, he noted with pleasure,
witnessed the maximum presence of the honourable ECO Foreign Ministers. To make it
more exemplary and commemorative and bearing in mind that the 16% Summit is
scheduled to be hosted by Uzbekistan in November, there is a need to speed up the
implementation of COM’s decisions and recommendations with a view to presenting a
tangible report to our highest leadership. He opined that the Secretariat might peruse
the text of the Tashkent Communiqué, ascertaining some priority assignments to be
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done before the upcoming Summit. Furthermore, he expressed delight over the revision
of draft resolution on UN-ECO cooperation, inquiring the formal procedure for tabling
it before the UNGA.

14.  The Chair also looked forward to the required procedure for presenting the draft
resolution on UN-ECO cooperation, requesting the Secretariat to circulate an updated
version of the document for consideration by the Member States.

15. The ECO Secretary General invited the attention of the Council towards the
brief process stated by ECO Deputy Secretary General (Tourism, PM, JPA & EPA)
regarding the follow-up measures as to implementation of Tashkant Communique.
About the draft resolution on UN-ECO cooperation, he referred his previously
mentioned comments, looking forward to Member States” inputs on the document to be
shortly circulated amongst thern that he considered essential before forwarding the text
to the UNGA. With a view to saving time, the same may be discussed and deliberated
by the ECO Chair and Permanent Missions of the Member States in New York before
starting informal consulations with the general membership of UN.

16.  The Chair stated that on receipt of the revised version of draft resolution on UN-
ECO cooperation, the Chairing country would be requested to arrange consultation in
New York.

17.  Seconding the Iranian side’s views and in consideration of the upcoming ECO
Informal Ministerial Meeting in New York that may coincide with the UNGA Session,
the Representative of the Republic of Azerbaijan also emphasized the need for setting
up some timeline for finalization of the revised draft resolution on UN-ECO
cooperation. He believed that an early circulation of the document amongst Member
States would enable their prompt consideration on it, adding that the Republic of
Azerbaijan will advise its Mission in New York for making necessary coordination in
this regard.

18.  Concluding discussion in the matter, the Council desired the ECO Secretariat to
make an early circulation of the following for consideration of the Member States:

. Action Plan for implementation of COM’s decisions and

recommendations;
II. Revised version of the UNGA draft resolution on UN-ECO
cooperation.
Agenda Item No4

Preparation for the 16" ECO Summit and 27" Meeting of the COM

19.  The Chair brought to the attention of the Council that as per Article IV of the
Treaty of Izmir, the Heads of State/Government of the Member States are required to
meet biennially or more often if considered necessary by the Member States. In this
context he pointed to the importance of planning for the preparatory works of the 16t
Summit Meeting and 27" COM Meeting scheduled to be held in 2023. The Chair
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requested the Representative of the Republic of Uzbekistan to brief the Council on
preparation and hospitality details of the event.

20. The Permanent Representative of the Republic of Uzbekistan to ECO,
Ambassador Bakhodir Abdullayev thanked the Member States and ECO Secretariat for
facilitation and support, ensuring successful organization of the 26% Meeting of the
COM at Tashkent on January 24, 2023. He hoped that adoption of the Tashkent
Communiqué and its practical realization would strengthen the existing cooperation
amongst the Member States. Moreover, he recalled and reiterated Uzbekistan's
readiness for hosting the 16" ECO Summit as desired and expressed by Country’s
honourable President during his meeting with the ECO Secretary General on the
sidelines of the COM event. In addition, he informed the confirmations of participation
in the next Summit by Iran, Kazakhstan and, requesting other Member States to also
accelerate their confirmations in this regard, enabling the host authorities to make
required arrangements for facilitation of the highest ECO leadership in Uzbekistan. He
also proposed the formation of a Preparatory Committee (PrepCom) in connection with
ensuring necessary preparations for the next Summit and COM events.

21.  The Permanent Representative of the Republic of Tiirkiye seconded the proposal
for organizing the Summit in November this year, and establishment of the proposed
PrepCom for ensuring timely preparations to this end.

22.  The Representative of the Republic of Azerbaijan informed that the relevant
authorities in Baku were considering the dates for hosting the 27 Meeting of Council of
Ministers (COM). He said that the proposed dates of the next COM Meeting would be
shared shortly. He also supported establishment of the PrepCom to facilitate in-time
preparations for effectively organizing these two very important ECO events.

23.  The Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran emphasized that
the establishment of PrepCom was necessary if the next Summit to be followed by COM
Meeting, in order to facilitate the beforehand preparations of both the events.

24.  The Representative of the Republic of Azerbaijan underlined that an informal
COM meeting was scheduled to be held on the sidelines of the next UN General
Assembly Session, adding that the 27" COM meeting is to be organized before the
Summit and after the informal COM event, most probably in October 2023. He
expressed Azerbaijan’s readiness to make bilateral consultations with the Uzbek side
for mutually finalizing the dates of the next COM meeting.

25.  The Permanent Representative of Uzbekistan, however, highlighted that there
were no such provisions in the ECO Rules of Procedure for holding COM meeting
before or after Summit.

26.  Making reference of his meeting with the honourable President of Uzbekistan
that took place on the sidelines of the 26%" COM Meeting, the Secretary General
informed that the highest Uzbek dignitary had desired early completion of all
development projects in the region with a view to securing some tangible outcome
before the 16t ECO Summit. Besides, he conveyed that the honourable President
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tentatively confirmed November 9-10, 2023 for hosting the Summit event in Uzbekistan,
expecting the extension of invitations to the ECO Heads of States/Governments in due
course of time.

27.  The Legal Advisor confirmed that there is no obligation in the ECO Rules of
Procedure for consecutive holding of the COM and Summit meetings, explaining that as
per Article IV of the Izmir Treaty the Summit has its own mandate. Regarding the level,
composition and work of the PrepCom, he stated that it would consist of
Representatives of the Member States and facilitates the preparations of both the COM
and Summit events.

28.  Considering the views and comments expressed the Council decided on the
establishment of Preparatory Committee for overall coordination and preparations in
connection with organizing the next Summit and COM Meetings in Tashkent and Baku,
respectively.

Agenda Item No.5
ECO Awards 2023

29.  The Chair requested the Member States to convey their nominations for ECO
Awards by or before May 31, 2023, as well as the names of their authorized experts as
members for the formation of ECO Awards Selection Committee.

30. The Permanent Representatives of Tiirkiye and Iran informed that their
concerned authorities were working on the nominations that would be conveyed within
the given timeframe.

31.  Recalling his previously made proposal, the Permanent Representative of Iran
stressed for involving ECO Specialized Agencies in the process of evaluating the
individuals’ nominations with a view to determining best suitable candidates for ECO
Awards.

32.  Citing the provisions of relevant ECO Modalities regarding the working of the
ECO Award Committee, the ECO Secretary General stated that the Modalities for ECO
Awards provides for seeking the views of specialized agencies as to fields related to
History, Culture, Literature and Fine Arts and well as Science and Technology and
Education from the ECO Specialized Agencies.

33.  Inview of the aforesaid discussions, views and comments, the Council urged the
Member States for timely delivery of the list of their candidates for ECO Awards within
the time limit set to this end, that is, end of May 2023. The Secretariat was also
requested to issue a reminder to Member States regarding the aforesaid deadline.

Agenda Item No.6
Approval of ECO Work Programme and Calendar of Events 2023
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34. The ECO Work Programme and Calendar of Events 2023 as endorsed by 33
RPC Meeting on January 19, 2023 are required to be placed before the Council of
Ministers under recommendation of the Council of Permanent Representatives.

35.  The Council reviewed the ECO Work Programme and Calendar of Events 2023
and discussed the possibility for inclusion of the following in the said documents based
on the proposals of the Member States:

» 1%t Meeting of the General Assembly & Board of Directors (BoD) of ECO
Re-Insurance Company (ERC);

» 3 Ministerial Meeting on ICT to be preceded by High-Level Experts
Group Meeting at Tehran in July 2023.

36, Referring to the Calendar of Events 2023, the Representative of Azerbaijan
mentioned three events to be held in Azerbaijan back to back in May this year that
iriclude (i) 8" Meeting of Customs Transit Committee of TTCC, (it} 10" Meeting of TTC
and, (iii) 6! High-Level Working Group Meeting on Qazvin-Rasht-Astara (Iran)-Astara
(Azerbaijan) Railway, adding that the 8" Meeting of Customs Transit Committee of
TTCC is already covered under SSF. He underscored that the other two meetings are
directly related to the regional connectivity, which the theme of this year's ECO
Chairmanship. He requested the Council to also cover them out of SSF. He suggested
the utilization of GRF to cover any deficit to this end. He further said that a formal
proposal by Azerbaijan would follow soon to this end.

37. The Secretariat explained that under the budget of 2023 the total allocation to
SSF was 10,000.00 USD. Hence, due to budget limitation that provides the coverage of
costs that might be incurred for the proposed list of SSF could be regarded as
impossible. By the use of the remaining amount under SSF from previous year, SSF
could hardly support up to 10 meetings.

38.  The Permanent Representative of Iran expressed his concurrence to the selective
events to be covered out of SSF, stressing that as per Modalities Ministerial Meetings
and SoM of the Ministerial Meetings should not be covered by SSF. He added that the
meeting of PAECO was inserted in the proposed list of SSF as well as the meeting of
judicial authorities. He noted that the first one is the meeting of the affiliated body and
the second one just needs the will of the respective authorities which should be
encouraged. He underlined that given the budget constraints under SSF, there would
not be any need for insertion of workshops, training courses, etc. in the proposed list.
He requested the Secretariat to revise the proposed list of events that are expected to be
financed under SSF based on the views expressed at CPR, The shortened proposed list
would be discussed during next Meeting of CPR, he continued. However, he looked
forward to the Council’s consideration for giving a general authorization to the ECO
Secretary General to avoid referring such issues to CPR. Moreover, while referring to
the ECO Calendar of Events, Sector "H" related to ECO International Relations and ECO
Specialized Agencies, informed that the Ministry of Culture of Iran decided to organize
* the Board of Trustees (BoT) Meeting of ECI in June 2023, being the current Chair of the
Institution. Aimed at expanding membership of the ECI, the invitation to attend the
BoT’'s meeting will be extended to all ECO Member States, he underlined.
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39.  Mulling over the matter, the Council recommended approval of ECO Work
Programme and Calendar of Events for the year 2023 by COM through adoption of a
two-week silence procedure. Furthermore, the Council tasked the Secretariat to shorten
the proposed list of events to be covered by SSF and requested observance of the
Modalities for the proposal along with the aforesaid views shared by the Member
States.

Agenda Item No.7
Administrative and budgetary matters:

- Strengthening the Translation Unit of the Secretariat

40.  The Chair stated that based on the COM's decision, a post of Russian Translator
(Category-II, P2) was abolished on December 31, 2022. He also pointed out that one of
the incumbent Russian Interpreters Ms. Ulkar Mehdiyeva (Azerbaijani national)
requested to work remotely from Azerbaijan for quite some time. The Chair noted that
such developments appeared to impact on the functioning of the Secretariat's
translation unit, requesting the Council to look into the matter and address the
translation issues of the Secretariat.

41. The Permanent Representatives of Tiirkiye and Kazakhstan stated that they
were not in favour of any proposal that brings additional costs to the ECO. However,
arrangements may be made for re-appropriation of funds from one to another account
with the approved budget of the Secretariat, they said.

42.  The ECO Secretary General brought to the attention of the Council that the
number of staff in translation section was reduced during the reform process with the
understanding that the need of the Secretariat would be met by adoption of an
appropriate recruitment policy required for the selection and appointment of the
professional interpreters/translators. To this end, with the aim of improving the
services of the interpretation section of the Secretariat the Member States would be
approached for holding informal consultation with the aim of development of a proper
formula for addressing the shortcoming in this section he added.

43.  The Permanent Representative of Iran assured his full support to the Secretary
General regarding the adoption of an appropriate recruitment policy. He further
recommended the hiring of some part-time translators for making an interim
arrangement through transfer of money from one to another head of account within the
allocated budget of Organization that will bear no additional expenses.

44,  The Permanent Representative of Tajikistan supported his Iranian counterpart
with a view to providing quality translation services to the Member States and the
Secretariat.

45. The Council tasked the Secretariat to come up with draft proposal for
consideration by the next CPR Meeting,.




. iy S

ECO/CPR/273rd 202371
February 27, 2023

- Report on the costs incurred from Feasibility and General Purpose Fund for the 33t
RPC Meeting (January 16-19, 2023)

46,  The Council at its 271t Meeting held on December 21, 2022, authorized coverage
of the costs of the local hospitality, hotel accommodation for three nights and return
airfare {up to USD 900) to maximum 1+1 delegates of each Member State, from
Feasibility and General Purpose Fund. The total costs amounted to USD 6,399.03 as
reflected in the table below. It is further noted that nine Member States had participated
in the RPC meeting which held in hybrid format and the costs is related to in-person
participants except for the participants from the host country and the Embassy of
Afghanistan in Tehran.

Reimbursement of airfare Hospitality Total amount
Member State number of | amount in USD | amount in USD in USD
delegates
Azerbaijan 2 1748 352.1 2,100.1
Tajikistan 2 1800 352.1 2,152.1
Tiirkiye 2 900 352.1 1,252.1
Uzbekistan 1 660 234.73* 894.73
Total 5,108 1,291.03 6,399.03

*Accommodation is calculated for 4 nights for 1 delegate.
47.  The Council took note of the aforesaid Report.

- Recommendations of the Selection Panel

48.  The Selection Panel met on February 26%, 2023 (10:00 hrs), The Meeting was
coordinated by Amb. Dr. Huseyin Avni Bicakli ECO Deputy Secretary General for
(Admin, EME, IR & IT) and chaired (virtually) by Mr. Farid Valiyev from the Republic
of Azerbaijan. The Meeting was attended by the representatives of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Republic of Tiirkiye and Republic of Uzbekistan.

49.  The Selection Panel made the following recommendation(s) for consideration by
the CPR:

Program Officer for Transport & Communications (Category-1L P1

50.  Mr. Zeinolla R. Kalymbetov (Kazakhstan National) may be appointed for a full
term of four (04) years to be effective from the date of joining at the Secretariat against
the vacant post of Program Officer for Transport & Communications {Category-II, P1).

Program Officer for Tourism (Category-II, P3)

51, Mr. Hasan Tufan (Tiirkiye National) may be appointed for a full term of four
(04) years to be effective from the date of joining at the Secretariat against the post of
Program Officer for Tourism {Category-I, P3} which would fall vacant in the ECO
Secretariat upon completion of service tenure of Ms. Aysegul Yorulmazlar (Tirkiye
National) on March 10, 2023.
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52. The Selection Panel also recommended that Ms. Aysegul Yorulmazlar, the
incumbent Program Officer for Tourism may also be allowed to continue her services
till the arrival of her successor from Tiirkiye to properly handing/taking over the
record of the concerned Division, enabling her successor to follow up the future tasks in
an appropriate manner.

53.  The Council approved the above recommendations of the Selection Panel.

Agenda Item No. 8

Current Situation and Circumstances with regard to conduct of Chairmanship in ECO
in 2023

54.  As agreed by the Council in the beginning of the meeting, the floor was opened
for discussion in the matter.

55.  The Chair as well as the Representative of Azerbaijan noted that in view of the
conditions developed due to brutal attack that took place against their Embassy in
Tehran, it would not be convenient for them to chair and attend the CPR and other
meetings of the Organization in person at Tehran. They proposed the Council to
consider the format of the ECO meetings in Tehran to be organized in hybrid format.

56. The Permanent Representative of Iran while expressing his grief on the
unfortunate event informed that the relevant authorities of Azerbaijan and Iran are
bilaterally looking into the matter. He opined to adopt a reconciliatory approach until
any conclusion to this end made by authorities of the two countries.

57. The Council agreed that the verbatim text of the statements/interventions
delivered by the delegations of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Islamic Republic of
Iran will be available in the Secretariat's record for the reference and can be accessed
upon the request from any Member State.

Agenda Item No.9
Any other business

58. The Head of Section (Administration) proposed that one of the Secretariat
vehicles Toyota Camry 2017 model may be replaced with two new vehicles; i} Toyota
Camry 2023 model; ii}) Toyota Hiace 2022/2023 model without any financial or
budgetary implications. He requested the Council to consider the proposal and
authorize the Secretariat to replace the old vehicle with two new ones that would bear
no financial or budgetary implications.

59.  The Council authorized the Secretariat to replace the old vehicle with new ones
without any financial/budgetary implications.

60. The Representative of Azerbaijan sought the updates on ECO-ASEAN Joint

Ministerial Meeting to be organized on the sidelines of the next UNGA Session in New
York.
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61. ECO Secretary General informed that during the last General Assembly Session
in New York, he met with his ASEAN counterpart, reaching an agreement to resume
the ECO-ASEAN joint ministerial consultations. However, he requested the Republic of
Azerbaijan, being the current ECO Chair to task their Mission in New York for making
in-parallel coordination with the ASEAN Chair in New York. He further informed that
ASEAN Secretariat had earlier sent a Draft Cooperation Program to ECO Secretariat.
After consultation with the ECO Member States, the reviewed version of this draft
document was shared with ASEAN Secretariat for their consideration and approval.
Therefore, after finalization of the text of this document we might consider the signing
of Cooperation Framework between ASEAN and ECO on the sidelines of the next
General Assembly Session in New York, he added.

Agenda Item No.10
Date of the next CPR Meeting

62. The Council decided to convene its next (274%%) Meeting on 29t March 2023 in
ECO Secretariat, Tehran
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Annexure-I
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan:

The Republic of Azerbaijan:
- H.E. Mr. Ali Alizade, Permanent Representative
- Mr. Orkhan Zeynalov, Special Envoy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
- Mr. Farid Valiyev, Head of Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran:
- HLE. Mr. Seyed Jalaledin Alavi Sabzevari, Permanent Representative
- Mr. Behzad Azarsa, Senior Expert, Multilateral & International Economic Cooperation
- Mr. Musa Khosravi Moghadam, ECO Expert, Multilateral & International Economic
Cooperation

The Embassy of the Republic of Kazakhstan:
- HE. Mr. Askhat Crazbay, Permanent Representative
- Mr. Gamzat Khairov, Counsellor

The Embassy of the Kyrgyz Republic:
- HE. Mr. Sydykov Turdakun, Permanent Representative

The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan:
- Mr. Ahmad Shami, Counselor

The Embassy of the Republic of Tajikistan:
- H.E. Mr. Nizomiddin Zohidi, Permanent Representative

The Embassy of the Republic of Tiirkiye:
- H.E. Mr. Derya Ors, Permanent Representative
- Mr. Ulvi Darendeli, Counselor

The Embassy of Turkmenistan:
- H.E. Mr. Ahmet Gurbanov, Permanent Representative
- Mr. Kemal Atayev, Third Secretary

The Embassy of the Republic of Uzbekistan:
- HE. Mr. Bakhodir Abdullaev, Permanent Representative
- Mr. Umid Babaev, Third Secretary

The ECO Secretariat:
-H.E. Amb. Khusrav Noziri, Secretary General
- Amb. Huseyin Avni Bicakli, Deputy Secretary General
- Amb. Mohsen Esperi, Deputy Secretary General
- Amb. Jandos Asanov, Deputy Secretary General
- Mr. Sukhrob Mirzoaliev, Head of CFU
-Mr. Mahmoud Khoubkar, Legal Adviser
- Mr. Muhammad Ahmed Raza, Sentor Desk Officer
- Mr. Shahid Hussain, Desk Officer
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The Secretariat of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) presents its
compliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the
Embassies of ECO Member States in Tehran and has the honour to enclose herewith the
Report of 274" Council of Permanent Representatives (CPR) Meeting adopted by the 275%
CPR Meeting held on May 3, 2023 at the Secretariat.

The Secretariat avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Embassies of ECO Member States in Tehran
the assurances of its highest consideration.

All ECO Member States - Tehran
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Report

The 274" CPR Meeting, held on April 4, 2023, under the chairmanship of the
Republic of Azerbaijan was attended by Permanent Representatives/Representatives of
Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz
Republic, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan, Republic of Tirkiye,
Turkmenistan and Republic of Uzbekistan. The ECO Secretary General and the
relevant staff of the Secretariat also attended the Meeting. List of participants is
enclosed as Annexure-1.

2, The delegations of the Member States joined the Chairman and the ECO
Secretary General to welcome and felicitate Dr. Hicabi Kirlangic who recently assumed
his responsibilities as the Ambassador of the Republic of Tiirkiye to Iran and the
Country’s Permanent Representative to ECO.

3. Ambassador Hicabi Kirlangig thanked the distinguished members of the Council
and reciprocated the sentiments expressed by them.

4, Reiterating his earlier position, the Permanent Representative of the Islamic
Republic of Iran discouraged the virtual chairing of CPR, PrepCom and other meetings
of the ECO. According to him, if regular Chair continues to be physically absent, such
meetings may be presided over by an interim chair, preferably by former chairman of
the CPR which is in line with the previous practice, he emphasized.

5. The Representative of the Republic of Azerbaijan invited the Iranian delegation
to stick to the proposed agenda, while the issue raised by the Iranian side can be
discussed under the agenda item "Any other business".

Agenda Item No.1
Adoption of the Agenda

6. The Council adopted the following Agenda of the 274% CPR Meeting for
deliberation:

Adoption of the Draft Agenda of the 274" CPR Meeting
Adoption of the Draft Report of the 27374 CPR Meeting
Preparation for the 16t ECO Summit and 27" Meeting of the COM
Approval of the List of Events to be covered out of Special Support Fund (SSF)
Communication with the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
Administrative and budgetary matters:

- Recommendations of the Selection Panel

7. Any other business

8. Date of the next CPR Meeting

AR

Agenda Item No.2
Adoption of the Draft Report of the 2734 CPR Meeting
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7. The Representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Azerbaijan requested for incorporation of their amendments in the report proposed
vide Note Verbale No. 3-20-32/2-5-13256 /2023 dated March 15, 2023.

8. The Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran did not agree with
the idea to either reflect such views or attach them as annexure to the report.
He supported that the original text of the report as circulated by Secretariat may be kept
intact. However, he agreed for adding a sentence in the report to mention that
“verbatim of the report is available in record of the Secretariat for any further
reference”.

9. In response the Azerbaijan representative mentioned that key elements of the
statement by the Republic of Azerbaijan should be incorporated and reflected properly
in the report and expressed readiness to work on the text for modifications and
additions.

10.  Finding no consensus in the matter, the Council deferred the adoption of report
of the 2734 Meeting for discussion and decision by its next Session.

Agenda Item No.3
Preparation for the 16" ECO Summit and 27" Meeting of the COM

11. Based on the discussions and recommendations made by 1% Meeting of the
PrepCom, the Council reviewed the status of preparations in regard to the holding of
27t COM and 16'™ Summit Meetings this year in Baku and Tashkent respectively.

12.  The Permanent Representative of the Republic of Uzbekistan recalled that the
16" ECO Summit is scheduled for November 9-10, 2023, adding that an official
information to this end has already been made. He requested the Member States to
ascertain confirmations of their Heads of State/Government for participation in the
event, emphasizing that a prompt response in the matter would enable the host
authorities to make necessary arrangements for facilitating this significant event in
Tashkent.

13.  The Representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Azerbaijan, while referring to their position as maintained by country’s delegation
during the 1% Meeting of the PrepCom, reiterated that the informal COM and the ECO-
ASEAN Ministerial Meeting (s), to be organized on the sidelines of upcoming UNGA
Session, may be included in the agenda of PrepCom for discussion. He proposed the
sequence of such events in the following order: (i} Informal COM Meeting (ii) ECO-
ASEAN Ministerial Meeting (iii) 34t RPC Meeting (iv) 27" COM Meeting and (v) 16
ECO Summit.

14.  The Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran did not concur
with the idea to include ECO-ASEAN Ministerial Meeting (s) in the agenda of the
PrepCom maintaining that this would overburden the actual tasks of the PrepCom.
However, he proposed that it would be quite better if ECO and ASEAN Secretariats
could mutually coordinate in connection with organizing their ministerial meeting on
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the sidelines of the next UNGA Session. Regarding nature and format of the outcome
documents of COM and Summit events, he said that different approaches were needed
for the development of these documents. While an action-oriented approach could be
regarded suitable for working out the communiqué/declaration of 27" COM, the
Policy-oriented approach might be adopted for the outcome document of the Summit
meeting which could be short and concise. As regards sequencing of the RPC, COM and
Summit meeting (s), he opined that there was no obligation in holding COM Meeting
prior to Summit with an interval in between. He drew the attention of the meeting to
the legal status of COM as the highest decision-making body of the Organization as set
out under Article VI of the Treaty of Izmir. He proposed that COM event might be held
in December 2023 after the organization of Summit and RPC, in order to provide
enough time for the required preparation needed for RPC given the fact that RPC in this
year may be required to review ECO Vision 2025.

15. The Permanent Representative of the Republic of Kazakhstan stated that
PrepCom should focus enly on main ECO events i.e. the next meetings of the COM and
Summit.

16.  The ECO Secretary General proposed that there should be an appropriate space
between RPC and COM meetings in order to provide sufficient time for ensuring
effective organization of all such events. He looked forward to PrepCom and Member
States to mutually ascertain exact dates for holding these events.

17. Reviewing all aspects of discussion and the views of the participating
delegations, the Council concluded the following:

» Scheduled ECO events may be organized in the following order (i) 34* RPC (ii)
27% COM and (iii) 16! Summit;

¢ PrepCom to ensure the preparations for COM and Summit events as well as
make overall coordination with regard to the holding of Informal COM and
ECO-ASEAN Meetings.

Agenda No4
Approval of the List of Events to be covered out of Special Support Fund (SSF)

18. The Representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Azerbaijan requested the inclusion of 8 Meeting of Customs Transit Committee
(TTCCI) and 9th Meeting of the ECO Council of Heads of Customs Administration
(CHCA) in the revised list of events to be covered out of Special Support Fund (SSF).

19. The Permanent Representative of the Republic of Uzbekistan requested the
inclusion of 5th High Level Experts Group Meeting preceding the 5th ECO Energy
Ministerial Meeting in the revised list of Events to be covered out of SSF.

20.  The Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran, while quoting his
previous position, reiterated that all meetings which bear ministerial nature or to be
participated by heads of organizations may be excluded from the SSF list.
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He noted that such events do not fall within the scope of SSF, looking for a general

authorization to be given to the ECO Secretary General, enabling him to exercise some
discretion in this regard.

21.  The Council considered the views expressed by Member States and concluded
that the events proposed by Azerbaijan and Uzbekistan may be included in the revised
list of events. The Council tasked the Secretariat for circulation of an approved list of
events to be sponsored under SSF.

Agenda Item No.5
Communication with the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

22.  The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan in Tehran vide self-
explanatory Note Verbale No. 2733 dated February 24, 2023 conveyed inability to
continue its activities. However, the esteemed Embassy vide another Note Verbale No.
3770 dated March 12, 2023 requested that its earlier communication dated February 24,
2023 may be ignored.

23.  The Council after deliberation over the communicated notes and exchange of
views on the matter concurred on the need to hold an informal meeting for
consideration of the issue which is related to the ECO representation of Afghanistan.

Agenda Item No. 6
Administrative and Budgetary Matters

- Recommendations of the Selection Panel

24. The Selection Panel met on April 3, 2023 (1300 hrs). The Meeting was
coordinated by Amb. Dr. Huseyin Avni Bicakli ECO Deputy Secretary General for
(Admn, EME, IR & IT) and chaired (virtually) by Mr. Farid Valiyev, Representative of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan. The Meeting was
attended by the Representatives of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of
Kazakhstan, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan, Republic of Tiirkiye
and Republic of Uzbekistan.

25.  The Selection Panel made the following recommendation (s) for consideration by
the CPR:

Director for Energy, Minerals & Environment (EME) {Category-1, D2)

Mr. Fuad Farzalibayov (Azerbaijan National) may be appointed for a full term of three
(03) years to be effective from the date of joining the Secretariat against the vacant post
of Director for Energy, Minerals & Environment (EME) (Category-I, D2).

26. The Council considered and approved the recommendation of the Selection
Panel.

Agenda Item No.7
Any other business
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27. The ECO Secretary General, while recalling budgetary position of the
Secretariat, underlined that the current year’s budgetary shares of some Member States,
as well as balance of their previous years’ budgetary contributions were still awaited.
To meet the monetary requirements of the Organization, including the unhindered
implementation of ECO projects and activities as well as smooth functioning of the
Secretariat, the timely receipt of contributions is necessary. He requested the Member
States for expediting their current and previous payments of contributions to ECO.

28.  The Representative of Republic of Tiirkiye expressed his displeasure over the
referral of disputed matters to CPR, noting that prolongation of arguments and
discussion on such issues unnecessarily oblige the Permanent Representatives to be
present in the meeting that impede smooth completion of their other important official
tasks and assignments. He recommended the Secretariat to separately settle such issues
through a pre-consultation process before bringing them for consideration of the CPR.

Agenda Item No.8
Date of the next CPR Meeting

29.  The Council decided to convene its next (275*) Meeting on May 3, 2023 in ECO
Secretariat, Tehran.
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Annexure-I
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan:

The Republic of Azerbaijan:
- H.E. Mr. Ali Alizade, Permanent Representative
- Mr. Orkhan Zeynalov, Special Envoy, MFA
- Mr. Farid Valiyev, Head of Division, MFA

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran:
- HLE. Mr. Seyed Jalaledin Alavi Sabzevari, Permanent Representative
- Mr. Behzad Azarsa, Senior Expert, Multilateral & International Ecenomic Cooperation
- Mr. Musa Khosravi Moghadam, ECO Expert, Multilateral & International Economic
Cooperation

The Embassy of the Republic of Kazakhstan:
- H.E. Mr. Askhat Orazbay, Permanent Representative
- Mr. Gamzat Khairov, Counsellor

The Embassy of the Kyrgyz Republic:
- H.E. Mr. Sydykov Turdakun, Permanent Representative

The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan:
- Mr. Ahmad Shami, Counselor

The Embassy of the Republic of Tajikistan:
- H.E. Mr. Nizomiddin Zohidi, Permanent Representative
- Mr. Maruf Abdurahmonov, First Secretary

The Embassy of the Republic of Tirkiye:
- HEE. Dr. Hicabi Kirlangic, Permanent Representative
- Mr. Ulvi Darendeli, Counselor

The Embassy of Turkmenistan:
- Mr. Kemal Atayev, Third Secretary

The Embassy of the Republic of Uzbekistan:
- H.E. Mr. Bakhodir Abdullaev, Permanent Representative
- Mr. Umid Babaev, Third Secretary

The ECO Secretariat:
-H.E. Amb. Khusrav Noziri, Secretary General
- Amb. Mohsen Esperi, Deputy Secretary General
- Amb. Huseyin Avni Bicakli, Deputy Secretary General
- Mr, Mahmoud Khoubkar, Legal Adviser
-Mr. Sukhrob Mirzoaliev, Head of CFU
- Mr. Muhammad Ahmed Raza, Senior Desk Officer
- Mr. Shahid Hussain, Desk Officer
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The Secretariat of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) presents its
compliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the
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Report of 275%™ Council of Permanent Representatives (CPR) Meeting adopted by the 276t
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Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Embassies of ECO Member States in Tehran
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Report

Held on May 3, 2023, the 275" Meeting of the ECO Council of Permanent
Representatives (CPR) was attended by Permanent Representatives/Representatives of
Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Islamic
Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan, Republic of Tiirkiye, Turkmenistan and
Republic of Uzbekistan. The ECO Secretary General and the relevant Staff of the
Secretariat also attended the Meeting. List of participants is enclosed as Annexure-L

2. The CPR Meeting was organized in Hybrid Mode.

3. The CPR Chair and the ECO Secretary General as well as the Heads of
Delegations of the Member States congratulated the authorities of the Government of
the Islamic Republic of Iran for the declaration of Ardabil as the ECO Tourism Capital
for the year 2023. They also extended warm felicitations to the Ardabil authorities and
thanked them for making excellent arrangements on the occasion.

Agenda Item No.1
Adoption of the Agenda

4. Regarding Agenda Item Nos. 2 & 3 concerning the Adoption of Draft Report of
the 273" and 274" CPR Meetings respectively, the Representative of the Republic of
Azerbaijan proposed their repositioning.

5. After making necessary adjustments and re-sequencing of the said agenda items
agreed by other Member States, the Council adopted the following agenda of its 275
Meeting;:

Adoption of the Draft Agenda of the 275t CPR Meeting

Adoption of the Draft Report of the 273 CPR Meeting

Adoption of the Draft Report of the 274" CPR Meeting

Preparation for the 16t ECO Summit and 27 Meeting of the COM

Consideration of the Draft Terms of Reference (ToR) of the High Level Dialogue

Platform on Environmental Cooperation

6. Invitation of the ECO Observers to participate in the 5% ECO Ministerial Meeting
on Energy scheduled for May 19, 2023 in Tashkent and 5% ECO Ministerial
Meeting on Health to be held in second half of May, 2023 in Geneva

7. Consideration of allocation from Feasibility and General Purpose Fund
10 000 USD to finance the project “Kazakhstan’s trade and economic potential in
the markets of the ECO countries in the new geo-economic realities”

8. Administrative and budgetary matters:
- Recommendations of the Selection Panel

9. Any other business

10. Date of the next CPR Meeting

G 2

Agenda Item No.2
Adoption of the Draft Report of the 2734 CPR Meeting
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6. While resuming discussion in the matter, the Representative of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan proposed the adoption of draft report
along with the amendments which were earlier proposed by them and the delegation of
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

7. The Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran while maintaining
his previous position, discouraged the incorporation of any such amendments in the
report. To avoid further prolongation of the issue, he indicated concurrence with
inclusion of the following additional Paragraph under the said item of the initial draft
report circulated vide Secretariat's Note Verbale No. CFU/CPR/273
Meeting/2023/306 dated March 06, 2023:

“The Council agreed that the text of the statements delivered by the delegations of the
Republic of Azerbaijan and the Islamic Republic of Iran will be available in the
Secretariat's record for the reference and can be accessed upon the request from any
Member State”

8. The Representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Azerbaijan insisted for incorporation of the proposed amendments in the report beside
inclusion of the above mentioned new paragraph.

9. However, the Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran
reaffirmed his stance to avoid the inclusion of proposed amendments in the report.

10.  Finding no consensus, the Council deferred discussion in the matter until its next
Session. In the meantime, the Council proposed some bilateral consultation between the
concerned Member States so that a way forward may be ascertained to finalize the
adoption of the report of its 273" Meeting.

Agenda Item No.3
Adoption of the Draft Report of the 274%h CPR Meeting

11.  The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan proposed some
amendments to the Draft Report of 274t CPR Meeting, circulated amongst the Member
States vide Secretariat's Note Verbale No. CFU/CPR/274" Meeting/2023/494 dated
April 12, 2023,

12.  The Council adopted the report of its 274% Session along with the amendments
proposed by the Republic of Azerbaijan.

Agenda Item No.4
Preparation for the 16 ECO Summit and 27" Meeting of the COM
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13.  The Council requested the Chairman of the Preparatory Committee (PrepCom)
to brief on the matters to be considered by the next Session of PrepCom scheduled for
May 15, 2023.

14.  Referting to the 16% ECO Summit to be held in Uzbekistan, the Representative of
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijan (Chairman of the PrepCom) conveyed the
following: '

i. The Republic of Tajikistan and Turkmentistan have expressed their
concurence with holding the 16t Summit on November 9-10, 2023
proposed by the Republic of Uzbekistan;

{i. Iranian side’s agreement, expressed during 274" CPR Meeting, with
regard to proposed dates of the 16" Summit, as well as their
encouragement for feedbacks from other Member States;

iii. By next Session of PrepCoM, the Azerbaijan side will be in a better
position to provide additional information on date of holding of the 27t
COM Meeting as well as updates on informal COM Meeting and ECO-
ASEAN Ministerial Meeting in New York;

iv. Regarding the renewal of ECO-UN biennial resolution, the Azerbaijni
Permanent Mission in New York is in close touch with the concerned
UNGA authorities there;

v.  On draft ECO-UN biennial resolution updated by the ECO Secretariat, the
Azerbaijan side will share its views/comments at the earliest convenience;

vi. Result-oriented approach may be adopted with regard to the outcome
document (s} of next Meeting of the COM and Summit, which should be
policy-guided and concise.

15.  The Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran looked forward to
a fixed date of the COM Meeting given the busy schedules of the Honourable Foreign
Ministers.

16. With regard to the dates of the 16" ECO Summit, the Representative of the
Republic of Tiirkiye stated that till now there was no official update from Ankara.
Hoping to come up with a concrete response by next Meeting of CPR, he said that there
might be some inconvinience on the proposed dates of the event due to the democratic
elections to be held in Tiirkiye during the proposed time.

17.  The Permanent Representative of the Republic of Uzbekistan requested the
Member States to expedite confirmations of their participation in the 16™ ECO Summit
in order to make facilitative arrangements of the event in Tashkent possible.

Agenda No.5
Consideration of the Draft Terms of Reference (ToR) of the High Level Dialogue

Platform on Environmental Cooperation
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18. The 26t Council of Ministers (COM) Meeting held on January 24, 2023 in
Tashkent tasked the CPR together with the ECO Secretariat to work out necessary
Terms of Reference (ToR), organizational and governance structures, nature and scope
of activities as well as funding mechanism of the High Level Dialogue Platform on
Environmental Cooperation in the ECO with the participation of international scientists
and experts. Accordingly, the Secretariat worked out the required Draft ToR and
circulated amongst the Members States vide Note Verbale No. LA/Dialogue Platform-
Environment/2023/518 dated April 17, 2023, for consideration.

19. The Permanent Representative of the Republic of Uzbekistan stated that since
the said draft Terms of Reference (ToR) are under consideration of their relevant
authorities, the discussion in the mater may be deferred until the receipt of
views/comments from all the Member States in this regard.

20.  Underlining the consultative nature of the Forum, the Permanent Representative
of the Islamic Republic of Iran suggested for streamlining the ToR, avoiding the
formation of any committee of focal points as reflected in the draft document. He added
that having this Platform in place, there is no need to create another layer of national
representatives for the same purpose. He mentioned that the said Platform would be
available to listen to the views of other stakeholders within and outside ECO Region.
He requested for revision of the document to make it more relevant.

21.  The Council tasked the Secretariat to come up with a revised draft ToR by next
Meeting of the CPR.

Agenda Item No.6

Invitation of the ECO Observers to participate in the 5" ECO Ministerial Meeting on
Energy scheduled for May 19, 2023 in Tashkent and 5" ECO Ministerial Meeting on
Health to be held in second half of May, 2023 in Geneva

22, The 5% ECO Ministerial Meeting on Energy to be hosted by the Republic of
Uzbekistan is scheduled for May 19, 2023 in Tashkent and the 5% ECO Ministerial
Meeting on Health to be hosted by the Republic of Azerbaijan is scheduled on the
sidelines of the 76t Meeting of the World Health Assembly in Geneva in the 2" half of
May 2023.

23.  The Representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Azerbaijan informed that the Azerbaijani Minister for Energy would attend the 5t ECO
Ministerial on Energy and while taking this opportunity he referred to the Charter of
ECO Clean Energy Center. He stated that once the quorum is complete, the Charter will
be opened for signatures by Member States, adding that Azerbaijan has flexible
approach regarding deadline for quorum of the event.

24. The ECO Deputy Secretary General (Admin, EME, IR & IT) while informing
about the quorum of both events, said that Azerbaijan, Iran and Uzbekistan confirmed
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their participations. However, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan and Tajikistan have conveyed
unofficial confirmations of their participation in the meetings.

25. The Legal advisor clarified that Article 31 of ECO Rules of Procedure clearly
mentions that the meetings shall be postponed in case the required quorum is not
achieved before two weeks of an event. However, in order to achieve the Organization’s
goal at maximum level, there has been a practice to wait for completion of the quorum
more than the prescribed time period. With regard to invitations to the ECO Observers,
he said that the decision rests with the CPR as per relevant ECO Modalities.

26, The ECO Secretary General recalled that this agenda is regarding extension of
invitations to ECO Observers, clarifying that participation of ECO Observers in such
meetings will remain subject to completion of required quorum.

27.  The Permanent Represnetative of the Republic of Uzbekitan informed that the
decision to invite the ECO Observers in the 5% ECO Ministerial meeting on Energy is
pending with the host authorities for consideration. Discussion with regard to their
participation may be resumed by next CPR after receiving reply from the host
authorities. He added that even the required quorum for holding this Meeting has yet
to be achieved.

28.  The Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of the Iran emphasized on
completion of the quorum for 5% ECO Ministerial Meeting on Health to be hosted by
the Republic of Azerbaijan on the sidelines of the 76% Meeting of the World Health
Assembly in Geneva. He sought some flexibility in regard to the deadline for
confirmations of participation by Member States in the event. Regarding invitations to
ECO Observers, he said that pending decision by next CPR will leave no enough time
for preparations by ECO Observers to attend the event.

29.  The Representative of the Republic of Tiirkiye stressed to follow the relevant
modalities for ECO Observers, requiring consensus by all Member States. Given the
paucity of time and unnecessary delay, he requested the Council’s decision in this
regard.

30. Taking all aspects of discussion into account, the Council tasked the ECO
Secretary General to decide the matter for extension of invitations to ECO Observers in
coordination with the events’ host countries.

Agenda Item No.7
Consideration of allocation from Feasibility and General Purpose Fund 10 000 USD to
finance the project “Kazakhstan's trade and economic potential in the markets of the

ECO countries in the new geo-economic realities”

31.  Briefing the Council on the project proposed by the Economic Research Institute
of the Ministry of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the ECO Deputy
Secretary General (Tourism, PM, JPC and EAPA) informed that the main purpose of
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the project is to conduct a comprehensive analysis of the trade and economic potential
of Kazakhstan within the framework of ECO markets.

32.  The Permanent Representatives of the Islamic Republic of Iran pointed out that
as per specification of the proposal, this seems to be a small size project. Inquiring
about the utilization of feasibility fund to this end, he looked for other partner States
involved or to be involved in this project.

33.  The Representatives of the Republic of Tiirkiye and the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan requested the Secretariat to update this project proposal with some additional
information so that the issue may be deliberated by next meeting of CPR. In General,
they agreed with the proposal.

34.  The Permanent Representative of the Republic of Kazakhstan highlighted that
this project proposal was already circulated among the Member States, having no
objection from any of them. Referring to the 33" Meeting of the Regional Planning
Council (RPC) held on 16-19 January 2023 (paragraph 8, I-Sector, ECO Work Programme
2023), he mentioned that Member States welcomed this proposal as a pilot project and
to be exemplary for other Member States. He underscored a need for economic research
and analysis as well as macroeconomic economic policy support.

35.  Deferring discussion in the matter, the Council tasked the Secretariat to come up
with a revised proposal on this project before next Meeting of CPR.

Agenda Item No.8
Administrative and Budgetary Matters

- Recommendations of the Selection Panel

36. No issue was discussed under this sub-agenda item.

Agenda Item No.9
Anvy other business

37. The ECO Secretary General informed the Council about his participation, as an
International Observer, in the nation-wide constitutional referendum of the Republic of
Uzbekistan held on April 30, 2023. In addition, he updated the Council about the
subjects and outcomes of his meetings with the Uzbekistan's Minister of Transport as
well as Deputy Minister of Energy which were organized on the sidelines of his visit.

38. Moreover, the Secretary General recalled the attention of the Council towards
the budgetary issues of the Secretariat due to pending contributions by some Member
States. Requesting the Member States to expedite their current and previous obligatory
payments of contributions to ECO, he mentioned that working and efficient progress of
the Organization is very much linked to smooth monetary support of the Member
States.
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39. The ECO Secretary General also requested the Member States to convey their
nominations for ECO Awards as well as the names of their authorized experts as
members for the formation of ECO Awards Selection Committee, taking into
consideration the relevant modalities.

40.  The ECO Deputy Secretary General (Tourism, PM, JPC and EAPA) briefed the
Council about the ceremony and activities organized on April 27, 2023 in connection
with declaring the city of Ardabil as the ECO Tourism Capital for the year 2023,
including about a joint meeting held on the sidelines of the event between the tourism
stakeholders of the Ardabil province and the representatives of the ECO countries in
participation of the ECO Secretary General and the Deputy Minister of Cultural
Heritage, Tourism and Handicraft of the Islamic Republic of Iran..

Agenda Item No.10
Date of the next CPR Meeting

41.  The Council decided to convene its next (276') Meeting on June 7, 2023 at the
ECO Secretariat, Tehran.
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Annexure-I
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan:

The Embassy of the Republic of Azerbaijan:
- HE. Mr. Ali Alizade, Permanent Representative
- Mr. Orkhan Zeynalov, Special Envoy, MFA
- Mr. Farid Valiyev, Head of Division, MFA

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran:
- H.E. Mr. Seyed Jalaledin Alavi Sabzevari, Permanent Representative
- Mr. Behzad Azarsa, Senior Expert, Multilateral & International Economic Cooperation
- Mr. Musa Khosravi Moghadam, ECO Expert, Multilateral & International Economic
Cooperation

The Embassy of the Republic of Kazakhstan:
- Mr. Gamzat Khairov, Counsellor

The Embassy of the Kyrgyz Republic:

The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan:
- Mr. Ahmad Shami, Counselor

The Embassy of the Republic of Tajikistan:
- H.E. Mr. Nizomiddin Zohidi, Permanent Representative
- Mr. Maruf Abdurahmonov, First Secretary

The Embassy of the Republic of Tirkiye:
- Mr. Emirhan Yorulmazlar, First Counselor
- Mr. Ertan Garip, Counselor
- Okan Ezrak, Third Secretary

The Embassy of Turkmenistan:
- H.E. Mr. Ahmet Gurbanov, Permanent Representative
- Mr. Kemal Atayev, Third Secretary

The Embassy of the Republic of Uzbekistan:
- H.E. Mr. Bakhodir Abdullaev, Permanent Representative
- Mr. Umid Babaev, Third Secretary

The ECO Secretariat:
-H.E. Amb. Khusrav Noziri, Secretary General
- Amb. Mohsen Esperi, Deputy Secretary General
- Amb. Jandos Asanov, Deputy Secretary General
- Amb. Huseyin Avni Bicakli, Deputy Secretary General
-Mr. Mahmoud Khoubkar, Legal Adviser
- Mr. Sukhrob Mirzoaliev, Head of CFU
= Mr. Shahid Hussain, Desk Officer
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Report

The 276% CPR Meeting, held on June 7, 2023, under the chairmanship of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, in hybrid mode, was attended by the Permanent
Representatives/Representatives of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of
Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic
of Tajikistan, Republic of Tiirkiye, Turkmenistan and Republic of Uzbekistan. The
ECO Secretary General and the relevant Staff of the Secretariat also attended the
Meeting. List of participants is enclosed as Annexure-I.

Agenda Item No.1
Adoption of the Agenda

1. The Secretariat proposed the following Draft Agenda for adoption:

» Adoption of the Draft Agenda of the 276 CPR Meeting

» Adoption of the Draft Report of the 275 CPR Meeting

» Adoption of the Draft Report of the 273" CPR Meeting

» Preparation for the 16" ECO Summit and 27** Meeting of the COM

» ECO Awards 2023 ‘

» Consideration of allocation from Feasibility and General Purpose Fund 10 000
USD to finance the project “Kazakhstan's trade and economic potential in the
markets of the ECO countries in the new geo-economic realities”

» Administrative and budgetary matters:

- Appointment of new Deputy Secretary General (Transport and
Communications and Human Recourses and Sustainable Development)
- Recommendations of the Selection Panel
» Any other business
» Date of the next CPR Meeting

2. The Representative of Republic of Azerbaijan recalled that the 274" Meeting of
CPR appointed Mr. Fuad Farzalibayov (Azerbaijan National) as Director for Energy,
Mineral and Environment (EME). Referring to Azerbaijan’s current working condition
in Tehran due to some extraordinary circumstances, he requested the Council for
allowing Mr. Farzalibayov to work in hybrid mode until December 2023. Given the
administrative nature of the matter, he sought Council’s consideration to discuss this
proposal under Item 7 of the Agenda i.e. “Administrative & Budgetary Matters”.

3. The Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran disagreed with the
proposal explaining that the appointment procedure has already been passed through
in accordance with the ECO's regulation and that other issues in this regard, not
included in the Agenda, may be discussed under “ Any Other Business” of the Agenda.

4. The Council agreed to discuss the proposal for hybrid mode of appointment of
Director (EME) under “ Any Other Business” of its Agenda.
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Agenda Item No.2
Adoption of the Draft Report of the 275 CPR Meeting

5. The Council adopted the Draft Report of the 275% CPR Meeting held on May 3,
2023, circulated amongst the Member States vide Secretariat's Note Verbale No.
CFU/CPR/275% Meeting/2023/588 dated May 8, 2023.

Agenda Item No.3
Adoption of the Draft Report of the 2734 CPR Meeting

6. While recalling the previous discussion on the contents of Draft Report of 273
CPR Meeting, the Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the
Representative of Azerbaijan updated the Council about their bilateral consultations in
the matter, expecting some tangible recommendations to be made during next round of
their consultations for consideration of the CPR.

7. Encouraging the relevant Member States to expedite the process of finalizing the
said Report, in question, the Council deferred discussion on the issue till its next
Session.

Agenda Item No.4
Preparation for the 16! ECO Summit and 27* Meeting of the COM

8. The PrepCom’s Chair briefed the Council about the recommendations of
PrepCom concerning the 27t COM and 16" Summit meetings as well as the events’
outcome documents. Recalling Azerbaijan's proposal for holding COM meeting
tentatively in the second half of October 2023, he mentioned that the Secretariat would
soon share event’s draft outcome document with the host country for review and
subsequent circulation amongst the Member States. Regarding 34" RPC meeting, he
said that the event is proposed to be organized in hybrid mode on September 11-13,
2023. Stating that the Informal COM in New York during UNGA will be held back to
back with the 15% ECO-ASEAN joint ministerial meeting, he added expecting more
clarity by next session of PrepCom about the preparations and organization of such
meetings.

9. Regarding RPC meeting, the Permanent Representative of the Islamic of Iran
proposed that the event may be convened in physical mode during December 2023 after
COM and Summit meetings, providing appropriate time for preparations of the RPC.
Expressing views on the COM and Summit meetings as well as reflecting on their
outcome documents, he considered that in case of adoption of a Communiqué by COM
in Baku, there would be no need for another Declaration by Summit in Tashkent within
a very short period of time.

10.  The Representative of the Republic of Tiirkiye suggested that based on the
recommendation of PrepCom and subject to no objection by any Member State, the 34t
Meeting of RPC may be organized preferably in the 4% or else, in the 3™ week of
September.
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11.  The Representative of the Republic of Uzbekistan informed that matter
regarding format of the Summit’s outcome document was under consideration by their
relevant authorities. Any development in this regard would be shared with the Council
soon on receipt.

12.  Appreciating the performance of PrepCom, the Council encouraged all Member
States to be more actively participating in the proceedings of the PrepCom, enabling the
forum to meet the assigned tasks well-in-time.

Agenda Item No.5
ECO Awards 2023

13.  The ECO Secretary General briefed the Council about the status of nominations
from Member States for ECO Awards and the formation of relevant Selection
Committee. He mentioned that so far some of the nominations have been received from
Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan. He requested
the Council to announce July 31, 2023 as final deadline for receiving complete lists of
nominees for all specialized areas as well as composition of Selection Committee so that
the names of most eligible candidates may be finalized for ECO Awards. Moreover, he
requested all Member States to expedite their responses in this regard.

14.  Agreeing with the proposal of the Secretary General, the Council extended the
deadline till July 31, 2023 and stressed the Member States to ensure the provision of
complete lists of their nominees for ECO Awards as well as for the composition of
Selection Committee in this regard.

Agenda Item No.6

Consideration of allocation from Feasibility and General Purpose Fund 10 000 USD to
finance the project “Kazakhstan’s trade and economic potential in the markets of the
ECOQ countries in the new geo-economic realities”

15.  Referring to the decision of the 275 CPR Meeting wherein it was decided that
the Secretariat would come up with revised project proposal for consideration of the
Council, the Chair opened the floor for discussion.

16.  The ECO Deputy Secretary General (Tourism, PM, JPC and EAPA) briefed the
Council that the Project proposal was circulated among the Member States vide Note
Verbale No: ERS/2022/1637. In this regard, he also referred to the recommendation 