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Statement by H.E. Mr. Amir Khan Muttaqi
Honourable Foreign Minister of Afghanistan

Your Excellency Mr. Yermek KOSHERBAYEV, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the brotherly country of Kazakhstan,
Your Excellency Mr. Asad Majeed Khan, Secretary-General of the ECO,
Distinguished Foreign Ministers,
Esteemed representatives of the ECO member states, and honored participants of today’s meeting,

Assalamu Alaikum WR WB!

It is a distinct honor for me – as Minister of Foreign Affairs – to participate in the 29th Meeting of the Council of Ministers of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO)— since the re-establishment of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan. 

I therefore consider it of immense significance to sincerely thank the brotherly Republic of Kazakhstan for its gracious invitation and the ECO Secretariat for its excellent coordination and arrangements that have enabled my presence at this important regional gathering.

I am fully confident that the distinguished representatives of the member states, guided by the agreed agenda, will achieve valuable and far-reaching outcomes that will, on the one hand, further strengthen the Organization’s activities and, on the other, deepen relations among member states and create an effective framework for expanding mutually beneficial regional cooperation.

Distinguished colleagues,

As we are all aware, the world is moving from a unipolar order toward a new multipolar reality, and nations are witnessing the emergence of new centers of influence at both regional and global levels. It is inevitable that, during this transitional period, countries may face a degree of relative instability and change. The reshaping of the global order may benefit some nations while posing challenges to others.

What can, to a significant extent, protect countries from the adverse effects of these changes is the strengthening of collective cooperation, the formation of constructive alliances, and comprehensive coordination among regional and neighboring countries—particularly under the umbrella of important regional organizations such as ECO.

Creating common ground for cooperation among regional countries, pursuing shared interests, and preventing potential harm cannot be effectively achieved by any single nation in isolation. Strong regional organizations, especially the Economic Cooperation Organization, with its noble objectives and principles, offer the most effective platform for member states to successfully navigate potential crises.

Dear friends,

After enduring decades of imposed occupation, proxy conflicts, and devastating internal wars, Afghanistan today enjoys a strong, centralized, responsive, and truly national government. Over the past four years, the Islamic Emirate has recorded notable achievements in governance and state-building.

Since resuming authority, the Islamic Emirate has succeeded in establishing nationwide security, eliminating circles of parallel power, seriously combating administrative and moral corruption, completely eradicating the cultivation, production, and trafficking of narcotics—a longstanding concern for neighboring and regional countries—and effectively managing natural disasters such as floods and earthquakes while minimizing their impact to the extent possible. The forced deportation of millions of Afghan refugees by some neighboring countries has represented an additional political challenge, which, by the grace of Allah, has thus far been managed responsibly and fundamentally.

During this period, diplomatic, economic, and trade relations with numerous countries have expanded, and the process of practical engagement and recognition of the Islamic Emirate in the region is steadily progressing, with diplomats from many countries actively present in Afghanistan.

Despite economic sanctions, banking restrictions, the freezing of Afghanistan’s assets, and even the closure of trade and transit routes by a neighboring country, the Islamic Emirate—with limited resources—has not only prevented an economic collapse but has also laid the foundations for economic recovery and growth, resulting in an improved purchasing power for our citizens. According to a World Bank report, despite the closure of trade and transit routes with Pakistan, Afghanistan’s exports to regional countries increased by 13 percent compared to October 2024.

Distinguished participants,

Regrettably, our neighboring country, Pakistan, has repeatedly violated Afghanistan’s air and land territory on various pretexts that lack justification under international law, treaties, or the principles of good neighborliness. It has conducted airstrikes and rocket attacks on residential areas and civilian populations. Main transit routes have been closed since October 12, 2025 of this year, severely affecting travelers and traders of both countries, while refugees have been forcibly expelled during the harsh winter season.

Despite an agreement reached in Türkiye last month—following clashes along the border—to observe and maintain a ceasefire, Pakistani forces once again violated the ceasefire on the night of November 25, 2025 with airstrikes on residential areas in Khost, Kunar, and Paktika provinces, resulting in the tragic loss of dozens of civilian lives.

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan strongly condemns these hostile actions and the mistreatment of Afghan citizens, traders, and refugees. We call for the resolution of differences between the two countries through dialogue, negotiations, and mutual understanding based on facts, logic, and international principles—which we consider the only viable path forward. We express our gratitude to those regional countries that have offered mediation to help reduce tensions.

At the same time, the Islamic Emirate reserves its legitimate right—fully attested by history—to defend Afghanistan’s territorial integrity, national sovereignty, and the fundamental rights of its citizens against any external aggression.

Dear friends,

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan pursues a balanced foreign policy centered on economic cooperation, guided by Islamic Sharia principles, national and cultural values, and mutual respect. We seek positive and constructive engagement with all countries and institutions, particularly with the ECO. Tangible evidences from the past four years clearly demonstrate our firm commitment to these principles and policies, which continue to evolve in a positive direction.

Afghanistan was among the first countries in the region to join ECO, recognizing the Organization’s noble objectives, principles, and regional importance. With its strategic geographic position and rich natural resources, Afghanistan is well-placed to play a significant and valuable role in enhancing regional connectivity, improving economic conditions, and contributing to peace and stability in the region.

One of ECO’s core objectives is the removal of persistent trade barriers among member states. Yet, as a landlocked country, Afghanistan has not only been unable to fully benefit from these opportunities but has repeatedly faced new obstacles to its trade and transit. 

Furthermore, taking into consideration the unfavorable economic condition of Afghanistan, despite clear provisions in the ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA)—signed by Afghanistan’s then-transitional government—granting tariff reductions on Afghan imports for 15 consecutive years, these commitments have unfortunately not been honored, and additional impediments have often been imposed during harvest season.

Dear friends,

To conclude, allow me to present the following points on behalf of Afghanistan:

Afghanistan stands ready to continue and expand its cooperation with the ECO across various fields.  

Member states may benefit from Afghanistan’s diverse economic and trade capacities and opportunities within the ECO framework.  

Afghanistan is prepared to host the 30th Meeting of the ECO Council of Ministers in Kabul with utmost hospitality and efficiency.  

We hope that the Economic Cooperation Organization will engage positively with Afghanistan as a permanent member and invite representatives of the Islamic Emirate to meetings at all levels, thereby enabling direct and constructive dialogue on matters of mutual interest, concern, and aspiration.
Statement by H.E. Mr. Araz Azimov
Honourable Deputy Foreign Minister of Azerbaijan 
Mr. Chairman,
Dear colleagues,
Mr. Secretary General,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am pleased to join you today at our annual meeting of the ECO Council of Ministers, held under the chairmanship of brotherly Republic of Kazakhstan.

Let me begin by expressing our deep appreciation to the host country and to the ECO Secretariat for the smooth arrangements of this meeting.

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan, I warmly congratulate all our Member States on today’s occasion of ECO Day. Our Organization has the scale and potential to be a true engine of growth and stability across wider region of which our countries are part. ECO is the first regional organization where Azerbaijan become a member in 1991.

I would also like to commend the Republic of Kazakhstan for its successful Chairmanship of ECO and all Member States for their constructive contribution to regional cooperation, particularly at the 17th ECO Summit held in Khankendi in July this year. 

The Summit, together with the ECO Youth, Women’s and Business Forums in Aghdam, Lachin and Shusha, demonstrated both the dynamism of our region and the profound transformation taking place in Azerbaijan’s liberated territories. It also set a clear level of ambition that our leaders expect, the Foreign Ministers, to reflect in our decisions.

The Khankendi Communiqué, shaped on the Chair’s summary of the Summit, provides a strategic vision and guidance for our work. It highlights economic sustainability, climate resilience, deeper intra-regional trade, stronger connectivity and clean-energy cooperation as core pillars of ECO’s future vision. 

Building on that, our task today is to turn these political orientations into concrete projects and partnerships, while fully respecting the intergovernmental nature of our Organization and the views of all Member States.

At the same time, recent developments confirm that ECO is not only a community of neighbouring states but an emerging single geo-economic space. At the 7th Consultative Meeting of the Heads of State of Central Asia, our President underlined that Central Asian countries and Azerbaijan today act together as a consolidated geopolitical and geo-economic region whose weight in the world is steadily growing.

Azerbaijan’s investments in connectivity are a major part of this picture. In the last three years alone, cargo volumes along the Trans-Caspian Middle Corridor through Azerbaijan have increased by around ninety per cent, while transit times have significantly decreased. The modernization of the Baku–Tbilisi–Kars railway, the expansion of the Alat International Sea Port, the development of a network of international airports and the construction works to connect western part of Azerbaijan with Nakhchivan are turning Azerbaijan into a key transport hub between East and West, North and South. 

The Digital Silk Way fibre-optic project and plans for an electricity cable under the Caspian Sea add a digital and green dimension to this connectivity.

These efforts are directly aligned with ECO’s priorities. Seven of our ten Member States are landlocked, and all depend on predictable, diversified and resilient supply chains.
 
If we work together, ECO can become a true “region of corridors”, where efficient transport, trade facilitation, digitalization and regulatory convergence turn geography into a shared competitive advantage. 

Another defining trend for ECO is the green transition. Many of our Member States are highly vulnerable to climate impacts and are simultaneously pursuing complex energy and economic transitions.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Azerbaijan is determined to ensure that the COP29 legacy translates into regional benefits. The ECO–UNIDO Clean Energy Centre in Baku, whose Charter entered into force this year, has begun operations as a hub to accelerate the sustainable energy transition in our region. We invite all Member States to actively participate in its programmes and to bring forward regional projects that can be supported through the climate-finance instruments shaped in Baku.

In parallel, the ECO Research Centre in Baku is being developed as the Organization’s economic think-tank. In an era of rapid geopolitical and technological change, ECO needs its own analytical capacity anchored in our realities and priorities. Azerbaijan stands ready to support both institutions as practical contributions to ECO’s institutional development.

Our regional agenda is further reinforced by Azerbaijan’s broader multilateral engagements, which will bring additional visibility and opportunities to the ECO family in the coming period. In May 2026, Baku will host the 13th World Urban Forum, the United Nations’ premier platform on sustainable urbanization, which will focus on housing as a driver of inclusive and resilient development. In April 2026, our capital will host the 82nd session of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific. These two global events will place our wider region at the center of discussions on future cities, connectivity, digital transformation and sustainable development. Azerbaijan would welcome a strong ECO presence at both occasions.

Looking ahead, the evolution from ECO Vision 2025 towards a new long-term strategic document will be critical. It is now our responsibility to ensure that ECO has the instruments, institutions and partnerships to implement it. 

Mr. Chairman,

ECO was founded on the conviction that our peoples bound by history, culture and geography are more secure and more prosperous when we act together. 

Azerbaijan will remain a committed, constructive and predictable partner in this endeavor. 

We once again congratulate Kazakhstan on its successful ECO Chairmanship and look forward to working closely with all Member States and the Secretariat to turn our shared vision into concrete results for our citizens.

I thank you for your attention.

Statement by H.E. Dr. Seyed Abbas Araghchi
Honourable Foreign Minister of Iran

Distinguished Chairman, Minister Yermek Kosherbayev

Let me begin with congratulating you on your chairmanship of this important ECO Council of Ministers meeting. I extend my greetings to all fellow ministers and officials present in the meeting. 

As the Chairman of the 28th ECO Council of Ministers Meeting in Mashhad, I hope our 29th Meeting today, despite its online format; can sustain the outstanding role of the ECO Council of Ministers. 

The gap since we met in Mashhad in early December 2024 till 30th COM meeting in 2026 is the longest interval ever between our gatherings, as our annual meeting in New York was also canceled this last fall. We need to have, as many as possible, exchange of views and discussions and retreats to ensure our Organization is functioning in its best attitude. This is specifically important as our Heads of State in the ECO Summits have shown growing attention and interests to the ECO and its success. Council of Ministers and the ECO Secretariat are in fact the key guarantors for implementation of instructions issued by our leaders. 

As I highlighted in COM meeting in Mashhad, the ECO Region can become one of the most vibrant emerging regions within the Global South if our collective untapped potential and capacities become fully realized. The recent Summits showed that political will for an enhanced ECO exists at the highest level in our countries. The Council of Ministers, as the highest decision-making body within the ECO, shall constantly reinforce this valuable will and re-generate this momentum. 

Distinguished Colleagues,

Since 28th COM meeting in Mashhad, important developments happened in our region. Most notably, in June 2025, Israeli Zionist regime and United States committed aggressive, terrorist, and unlawful attacks against Iran, in flagrant violation of all norms and principles of international law and United Nations Charter. Over 12 days of brutal aggression, they targeted civilian people, peaceful nuclear facilities and public infrastructure, causing significant human casualties and material losses. This also affected the daily functioning of the ECO Secretariat. 

Our armed forces exercised their legitimate right to self-defense, protecting the decent people of Iran, our national sovereignty and territorial integrity while preventing also the spread of war in the region. I thank the ECO Member States for their responsible positions and support shown during the crisis. 

Since last Council meeting in Mashhad, Iran hosted two important ECO ministerial meetings; namely Interior Ministers meeting and Transport Ministers meeting which provided the line ministries with opportunity to discuss and agree on certain course of actions in areas such as transport and transit, logistics, cross-border movement, disaster management, law enforcement and drugs control. There were also some other ministerial and high-level sectoral meetings across the ECO Region with direct bearing and impacts on our regional cooperation. A new promising development took place just this Wednesday in Istanbul where ECO trade ministers adopted a two-year roadmap to re-negotiate ECOTA with a view to putting an end to the long deadlock in trade liberalization in the ECO Region. This can also boost cooperation in trade-related areas in our region. Traders and other stakeholders in the ECO Region certainly need to interact in an ECO Free Trade Area in near future.

After Council meeting in Mashhad, our colleagues in the foreign ministries and the Secretariat started to develop a new ECO 10-year vision document. We believe that ECO needs some paradigm shifts and re-designing of its architecture. We shall not continue the same format and directions for the new vision while disregarding drastic changes and challenges at the global and regional levels. 

Our countries shall become more resilient, integrated and powerful against the possible future risks and shocks. The ECO is still the best existing platform for our countries to develop and prosper collectively. The ECO Vision Committee should develop a more fitting, effective and feasible document for the next 10 years. Any vision and goals and objectives shall also make our region more inter-connected physically and technologically. 

We congratulate Turkmenistan for successful hosting of  “Third UN Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries” in August 2025. As a transit country, Iran is prepared to cooperate with the ECO Secretariat and the Member States to implement “Awaza Programme of Action” in our region to the interest of all 7 ECO landlocked countries.  

Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Colleagues, 

Iran’s full support to the ECO is absolutely unconditional and undeniable. President Pezeshkian’s participation in the ECO Summit in Khankandy portrayed this policy in the best way when he attended the Summit in the time of Israeli and US attacks against our country. 

Promisingly, in the last 10 years or so, we witnessed an enhanced sense of ownership and engagement inside the ECO Membership. This spirit needs to be re-generated and re-enforced. We are grateful to the Islamic Republic of Pakistan who accepted to fill the chairmanship gap and take over the ECO chairmanship as of 1 January 2026.  

In conclusion, let me thank Ambassador Asad Majeed Khan, the ECO Secretary General, for his visionary leadership of the ECO Secretariat. I also seize this opportunity to welcome Minister Mottaghi from Afghanistan to our meeting today.  

I thank you for your attention.







Statement by Mr. H.E. Mr. Yermek Kosherbayev
Honourable Foreign Minister of Kazakhstan
Your Excellencies,
Distinguished Colleagues,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet you all and thank you for joining us today.

It is highly symbolic that the 29th ECO COM Meeting is taking place on ECO Day (November 28).

Thirty-three years ago, seven countries (Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan) joined the ECO, giving our Organization its current form.

On this occasion, I extend our heartfelt congratulations to all Member States and express best wishes for the continued success and prosperity of our ECO family. 

Dear Colleagues,

Kazakhstan’s Chairmanship with particular emphasis on the development of the transport sector aligns closely with our national policy.

We commend the peace agreement between Azerbaijan and Armenia. Greater stability in the South Caucasus enhances the region’s role as a key transit hub connecting Europe, Asia, and the Middle East.

We believe that the 14th ECO Transport Ministers’ Meeting, to be hosted by Kazakhstan in 2026, can address infrastructure challenges within the ECO region. 

Expanding our transport-transit capacity is vital for the development of trade within ECO.

In the first 8 months of this year, trade increased by 
10 percent to almost 10 billion dollars, while total trade in 2024 amounted to 14 billion dollars.

Yet, there remains significant untapped potential, particularly in the non-raw-materials sector. 

We therefore call for joint efforts to develop higher value-added products and diversify trade flows. 

Kazakhstan is also committed to creating the most favorable conditions for foreign investors, especially from ECO Member States.

It is very encouraging that our cooperation in the field of investment is steadily growing. Last year, ECO Member States invested 656 million dollars into Kazakhstan’s economy, which was by 20 percent higher than in 2023. 

The updated Investment policy framework of Kazakhstan, effective until 2029, plays a key role in realizing the full potential of ECO region.

As we advance economic connectivity and investment cooperation, we must also ensure that growth in our region remains sustainable and environmentally responsible.

ECO must move beyond declarations and integrate ecological issues into the core of its economies. 

In April 2026, Astana will host the UN Regional Ecological Summit, which we see as a platform to align national and regional priorities. 

We call on all ECO Member States to actively participate in the upcoming Climate Summit.

Digitalization plays a crucial role in enhancing our cooperation. Kazakhstan has laid a solid foundation: 

· over 1,200 public services are delivered via the 
E-Gov portal, M-Gov mobile app, and GovTech platforms; 

· Cryptocity, a modern hub for fintech, blockchain, and AI technologies, has been launched; 

· Alem.ai, the Artificial Intelligence Center, is inaugurated in Astana; 

· Kazakhstan’s supercomputer can provide a key platform for fostering regional cooperation in artificial intelligence and digital technologies.

We should fully harness the potential of digitalization for the benefit of our peoples.

Tourism remains a powerful driver of inclusive growth, cultural exchange, and regional connectivity. 

In Kazakhstan, over three years ecotourism arrivals rose by 40 percent, reaching 2.8 million (in 2024).

We believe closer regional cooperation in tourism can benefit all Member States.
 
In this regard, we reiterate our proposal to designate Aktau as the ECO Tourism Capital in 2030. 

We are confident that Aktau proved itself as an excellent host of the ECO Tourism Forum, which we organized in September this year within our Chairmanship in ECO.

Dear friends,

In 2019 (Antalya), the Council approved a mechanism to adjust Kazakhstan’s contributions (for 2014-2018).

We increased our share from 16 to 18 percent and have been making timely payments. 

The Council’s support in resolving this issue, allowing us to focus on new prospects, is highly valued.

We appreciate the Council’s support for appointment of 
Mr. Yerzhan Mukash as Deputy Secretary General. 

I am confident that his experience will contribute to the development of ECO and strengthen its Secretariat.

We also endorse Turkmenistan’s proposal to upgrade their Program Officer position.

Excellencies,

The Palestinian case remains an important aspect of Kazakhstan’s foreign policy agenda.

We welcome the outcomes of the Sharm El-Sheikh Peace Summit and the Gaza Ceasefire Agreement. 

We reiterate that a two-state solution is the only path to lasting peace in the region.

The decision to join the Abraham Accords, reaffirms our consistent position regarding the Palestinian issue.

Kazakhstan also believes that a stable and peaceful Afghanistan is essential for regional security and economic connectivity. 

I would like to highlight the synergy between ECO and CICA, both of which aim to enhance trust, understanding, and cooperation across Asia. Kazakhstan is ready to act as a bridge between these two platforms. 

Dear Colleagues, 

As Kazakhstan’s Chairmanship concludes, we thank Member States and the ECO Secretariat under leadership of the Secretary General for their support and practical engagement.
The Chairmanship year has reaffirmed that regional cooperation is not an abstract concept, but a practical means to improve our peoples’ lives. 

Over this period, our collective engagement within the ECO framework has reinforced our shared commitment to stability, growth, and prosperity across the region.

Moving forward, Kazakhstan remains committed to collaborating closely with the ECO Secretariat and all Member States to maintain this momentum and ensure the effective implementation of today’s decisions.


Let us continue fostering the spirit of solidarity and partnership that defines the ECO family, working together for a peaceful, connected, and sustainable region.

Thank you for your attention.

Statement by H.E. Mr. Zheenbek Kulubaev,
Honourable Foreign Minister of Kyrgyzstan 


Distinguished Heads of Delegation,
Secretary-General,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me greet all participants of the 29th Meeting of the ECO Council of Ministers and thank His Excellency Mr. Yermek Kosherbayev, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan, for hosting this meeting.

I am confident that today we will comprehensively review all items on our agenda and exchange views on our Organization’s current work and future development.

Dear colleagues,
Over the years, the Economic Cooperation Organization has made a notable contribution to the development of trade and economic relations among ECO member states. Indeed, as a unique organization, it holds enormous potential to serve as an effective tool for the socioeconomic integration of our countries in today’s environment.
[bookmark: _Hlk215149904]However, we must acknowledge that its standing within the system of regional and international economic relations does not yet reflect that potential. 
We must admit several challenges that hinder the growth of mutual trade among ECO countries, including high transportation costs, differences in member states’ approaches to market and producer protection, and the consequences of international sanctions.

Under these circumstances, our ambitions are not been fulfilled as we would like. Hence, we need to adopt new approaches to realize the Organization's existing potential.

Dear colleagues,
We should be proactive in areas of mutual cooperation that can drive our integration. In this context, I would like to make the following points.

First. Development of Rail Transport.
As you know, the international China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan railway project has been launched, and it opens new avenues for cooperation among all ECO countries. To enhance cooperation in transport and transit, and to increase our freight traffic and volumes, we need to coordinate our actions at the state borders. 
Second. Energy sector cooperation. Our region has enormous energy potential. Nevertheless, our countries regularly experience seasonal power shortages.
Thus, we need to start working on a unified energy system for ECO countries and a project to create a common energy market based on the CASA-1000 sub regional project. 
Given global trends toward green energy, this area must be a top priority.
In this regard, we welcome the entry into force of the Charter of the ECO Clean Energy Center. Kyrgyzstan signed this Charter at the COP-29 Conference in Baku and ratified it.

We propose developing specific programs within the Clean Energy Center on hybrid energy systems, the integration of solar and hydropower, and energy-saving technologies for small mountain communities.

This experience can become an integrating platform for promoting renewable energy, technology exchange, development of green project standards, and personnel training.

Third, cooperation in digital and IT fields.

In the context of globalization, the world has entered an era of informatization and innovation. ECO countries possess a strong resource – educated youth and a growing information and communication technologies sector.
The creation of joint network platforms for IT parks in ECO countries will help launch a "Digital ECO," implement programs for artificial intelligence development, promote cybersecurity, and advance e-commerce and digital government services.
The Kyrgyz Republic is open to active cooperation in these areas, both in implementing projects and in knowledge exchanging.

Dear friends,

Our countries have unique tourism resources that not only increase GDP, create jobs, and generate multiplier effects for our economies, but also attract foreign direct investment to our region.

In this regard, the World Nomad Games, to be held in Kyrgyzstan in 2026, will serve as a unique international platform for strengthening humanitarian ties, promoting our shared cultural heritage, cooperating in the fields of ethnotourism and ethnoculture.

We invite the member states to actively participate in the upcoming Games by sending their sports delegations.

Dear colleagues,
As you know, our initiatives, with strong support from our mountain-country partners, are currently implemented within the UN through the adoption of the "Five-Year Action Plan for Mountain Development for the period 2023-2027."
The main goals of the "Five Years of Action" are to adapt to and mitigate the negative impacts of climate change and to improve the living conditions of people in mountain regions from economic, environmental, and social perspectives.
As part of our mountain initiatives, we will hold the World Mountain Youth Festival in 2026. We invite representatives from your countries to actively participate in the event.
As the concluding stage of the "Five Years of Action," the Second Global Mountain Summit – "Bishkek+25" – will be held in Kyrgyzstan in 2027, 25 years after the First Summit. We invite delegations from ECO member states to participate in this event and co-organize it. 


Dear colleagues,

Unfortunately, the difficult situation in the Middle East, particularly the ongoing humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip, persists. Despite the ceasefire achieved in Gaza, the humanitarian consequences for the population there remain severe.

Dear colleagues,

Kyrgyzstan is interested in peaceful, stable, and prosperous Afghanistan and is ready to develop constructive cooperation with interested partners within the ECO.

Under the new Afghan authorities, the security situation and socio-economic conditions in the country have significantly stabilized. The Afghan authorities are taking substantial steps to combat the terrorist threat, reduce opium poppy cultivation, and ban drug production.

We are focused on advancing key aspects of the Afghan development agenda, participating in the implementation of international and regional programs, and engaging in dialogue platforms that contribute to settling the situation and supporting Afghanistan’s further progress.
The Kyrgyz Republic regularly provides humanitarian aid to Afghanistan, including medical supplies, medicines, and food products. We recently sent humanitarian aid to residents of Kunar province, which was devastated by the earthquake.
We encourage active work under the ECO platform to support humanitarian projects and the reconstruction of countries affected by conflicts.


Dear colleagues,

We believe, that with the joined efforts of member states, by actively engaging with international institutions and focusing on concrete practical results, ECO can significantly strengthen its positions on the international arena. 

I thank the Republic of Kazakhstan for their successful chairmanship in 2025, and congratulate Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan His Excellency Ishaq Dar, on the assumption of the ECO Chairmanship.
I wish Pakistan successful achievement of our common objectives during the chairmanship.

Thank you for your attention.


Statement by H.E. Mr. Mohammad Ishaq Dar
Honourable Deputy Prime Minister - Foreign Minister of Pakistan


H.E. & Dear Brother Yermek Kosherbayev, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the current COM Chairman of the ECO,

H.E. & Dear Brother Seyyed Abbas Araghchi, Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the 28th COM Chairman of the ECO,

Hon’ble Ambassador Dr. Asad Majeed Khan, Secretary General (ECO),

Distinguished Ministers, Excellencies,

Honourable delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Assalam-o-Alaikum,

1. I would like to congratulate my dear brother, Yermek Kosherbayev, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan, on assuming the office of Foreign Minister and for successful hosting of the 29th ECO-COM meeting. 

2. We appreciate the role played by Kazakhstan in steering the ECO during its Chairmanship.

3. I also wish to laud the efforts of my dear brother, Seyyed Abbas Araghchi, Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the outgoing Chair, as well as the ECO Secretary General for their role in further strengthening the ECO. 

Excellencies,

4. This meeting takes place amid rapidly changing global and regional geopolitical developments as well as technological advancements that are impacting regional cooperation. In today’s uncertain world, it is more important than ever before to collectively address common challenges, bridge the economic divide, and unlock the potential for shared prosperity. 

5. Accordingly, we need to further solidify ECO, enabling it to meet its objectives. The ECO region offers enormous opportunities with a vast contiguous geographical area and abundant natural resources for integration of trade and economic systems. 


Mr. Chairman,

6. As a founding member, Pakistan sees ECO as a useful platform to further reinforce ties among the members through multilateral engagements. 

7. In pursuit of the ECO Vision 2025, Pakistan remains steadfast in its efforts to advance the goals of regional connectivity through integrated and efficient transport corridors. We believe that the focus of the 29th ECO COM – “Advancing Regional Transport Connectivity and Sustainable Development”, is both timely and consistent with the ECO vision. 

Mr. Chairman,

8. Pakistan has placed multimodal Transport corridors at the center of its development strategy. Such corridors are an essential pillar of our national development and a cornerstone of regional integration within the ECO region – encompassing road, rail, maritime, air and other networks. 

9. In harmony with our National Transport Policy, we are revitalizing frameworks, harmonizing customs procedures and adopting international transport conventions, including the TIR system, to enable uninterrupted flow of goods and people between Pakistan and fellow ECO member states. 

10. Pakistan is aligning its transport systems with those of other ECO member states to ensure seamless regional integration. We are keen to fully operationalize Islamabad-Tehran-Istanbul Rail Corridor and working with Iran and Türkiye for its early revival.

11. We have also joined the Eurasian Multimodal Corridor, connecting our ports to the Eurasian heartland, and we are also looking forward to the early establishment of Rail Corridors from Uzbekistan to Pakistan via Afghanistan, providing Central Asian region with much-needed transit opportunities and fostering growth and regional stability.

Excellencies,

12. As you are well aware, Regional Transport Ministers’ Conference was held in Islamabad in October 2025. Ministers and Senior officials from over two dozen countries and major international organizations, including the ECO Secretariat, gathered to deliberate on the theme “Regional Connectivity: Opportunities for the Region.”  

13. The Conference enabled us to formulate strategies, identify priority corridors, and strengthen cooperation in road, rail, maritime and digital transport systems. It reinforced Pakistan’s role as a bridge connecting South Asia, Central Asia, the Middle East and China. Connectivity provides us an opportunity to transform our geography into an engine of growth for the entire region. 

Distinguished colleagues,

14. I am pleased to share that since 14th August 2024, Pakistan has implemented a liberalized visa regime, introducing a "Visa Prior to Arrival" system for business and tourism purposes for 126 countries. As a result, businessmen, workers, and tourists from our regional partners are easily availing this facility, reflecting our commitment to openness and people-to-people connectivity.

15. Despite the above efforts, we all need to acknowledge that there is significant untapped potential for improving sustainability of transport and transit trade among the ECO regional countries. To fully realize the immense potential of our region, we must deepen cooperation in the following four key areas: 

I. Full implementation of the Transit Transport Framework Agreement (TTFA);

II. Development of a coordinated multimodal transport network;

III. Simplification and harmonization of customs and border procedures through capacity building and technology transfer; and

IV. Promotion of sustainable and climate-resilient transport systems aligned with our international environmental commitments.

Excellencies,

16. Pakistan is in the process of strengthening its digital connectivity with the deployment of a new Sea submarine cable system. Under this deployment, Pakistan has been allocated a total of 13.2 Tbps bandwidth, enhancing support for cloud services, data centers, fintech, e-commerce, streaming, and the broader digital economy. We are ready to share the benefits of this initiative with fellow ECO member states through the development of a digital corridor. 

Excellencies,

17. To realize the dream of regional connectivity, it is imperative to create an environment of peace and security. The ECO vision of regional connectivity requires collective efforts by the member states to address the serious security challenges faced by our region. ECO member states must jointly confront terrorism to establish a strong foundation for economic cooperation in the region. Without effectively overcoming this common threat, our dreams of seamless regional connectivity would remain a challenge. 
Excellencies,

18. Terrorism is the biggest obstacle in achieving regional peace, progress and prosperity. Along with terrorism, climate change is also a common challenge to regional connectivity. 

19. We must integrate climate resilience into the very fabric of our economic cooperation by investing in green infrastructure, enhancing early warning systems, and promoting regional climate adaptation strategies that serve our common future.

Mr. Chairman,

20. Finally, I would like to thank again all Member States for their support in designating Lahore as the ECO Tourism Capital for the year 2027. I assure you, that Lahore – Pakistan’s cultural heart, will wholeheartedly welcome all those who will visit us. I extend a very warm invitation to you all. 

21. I look forward to welcoming you all in Pakistan next year for the 30th Meeting of the ECO COM. Let us work together to overcome all the challenges and build a better future of peace, progress and prosperity for our entire region and beyond. 

Thank you!
Statement by H.E. Mr. Sirojiddin Muhriddin 
Honourable Foreign Minister of Tajikistan
Honorable Chair,
Honorable Ministers,
Dear Secretary General and participants,
At the outset, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Republic of Kazakhstan for its effective chairmanship of the Economic Cooperation Organization and for the successful convening of today’s meeting. 

Tajikistan attaches great importance to cooperation within the ECO framework. In the current complex and unpredictable international environment, marked by economic uncertainty and climate risks, the role of the ECO as a regional platform is growing. 

Our region, possesses immense natural, energy, and human potential. 

Intra-regional trade among the Member States has been steadily growing. Nonetheless, its potential continues to be underutilized.
Tajikistan believes that the development of transport infrastructure and digital solutions should become a cornerstone of our cooperation. In line with the initiative of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan, H.E. Mr. Emomali Rahmon, we advocate for the creation of a modern, “smart,” and environmentally sustainable transport network connecting Central, South, and West Asia. 

Energy remains a strategic pillar of regional cooperation. Possessing significant hydropower resources, Tajikistan stands ready to supply clean and renewable green energy to the countries of the region and to participate in the establishment of the ECO Regional Electricity Market (ECO-REM). We support the implementation of the ECO Energy Cooperation Strategy 2030 and emphasize the importance of transitioning towards a low-carbon economy and the adoption of green technologies.

In addition, I would like to highlight that cooperation on water-related issues remains one of the key priorities of Tajikistan at the regional and global levels. At the initiatives of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan, the United Nations General Assembly adopted 14 water- and climate-related resolutions, which aim at fostering global partnership on water issues.  

Furthermore, we also emphasize the growing importance of the Dushanbe Water Process, which has evolved into a leading international mechanism for promoting dialogue, strengthening cooperation, and mobilizing action on water and climate issues. Taking this opportunity, Tajikistan invites all ECO Member States to actively participate in the Fourth High Level International Conference on the International Decade for Action “Water for Sustainable Development”  to be held in Dushanbe in May 2026. This high-level event will serve as a key preparatory event for the UN Conference on Water in 2026 in the UAE and the UN Water Conference in 2028 in Tajikistan.

Equally important are the issues of food security and resilience to climate change. Tajikistan supports the establishment of a network of regional agro-food hubs, developing green and sustainable supply chains, and introducing environmental standards in agriculture. 

One of the top trending spheres shaping our future is digitalization. In accordance with the initiative of the President of Tajikistan, H.E. Mr. Emomali Rahmon announced at the 17th ECO Summit in Khankendi, we propose to enhance regional cooperation in the fields of artificial intelligence, innovation, and cybersecurity. We also support the establishment of the ECO Centre for Digital Initiatives. The President`s initiative fully aligns with the Organization’s priorities in developing sustainable ICT (Information and Communication Technology) solutions and strengthening digital skills, especially among young people.

In reflecting on the growing strategic importance of artificial intelligence for our region, it is pertinent to underscore that on July 25, 2025, the United Nations General Assembly unanimously adopted a landmark resolution on the role of AI in creating new opportunities for sustainable development in Central Asia, initiated by the Republic of Tajikistan. A central provision of the resolution is the establishment of a Regional Artificial Intelligence Center in Dushanbe, which will serve as the hub for coordinating AI programs, research activities, data infrastructure, and governance efforts across Central Asia, thereby underscoring its strategic importance.

Distinguished Colleagues,

The “Strategic Goals of the Economic Cooperation—2035” will serve as the key long-term document defining the Organization’s priorities for the coming decade. Tajikistan stands ready to take an active part in drafting and implementing the Strategy, contributing to the creation of a resilient, prosperous, and technologically advanced region.

We are convinced that through the joint efforts of all Member States our Organization will reach a new, higher level of cooperation in order to implement the ECO Vision, aimed at sustainable development and shared prosperity for all peoples of our region.

	At the end once again I would like to congratulate Kazakhstan for chairmanship and wish every success to Pakistani friends to whom chairmanship in our organization being passed through.
Thank you.
[bookmark: _Hlk215055506]Statement by H.E. Ms. Berris Ekinci
Honourable Deputy Foreign Minister of Turkiye


Distinguished Chairman,
Esteemed Ministers, 
Dear Participants,

Let me start by thanking His Excellency Yermek Kosherbayev for Kazakhstan’s successful Chairmanship of Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), and for convening this meeting.

His Excellency Minister Fidan could not attend this meeting due to a pressing engagement. However, he asked me to convey his sincere greetings to you all. 

I am glad to address you on this meaningful ECO Day, which marks Thirty-thirth (33th) anniversary of the enlargement of our organization. 

On this occasion, I believe it is essential to recall the founding vision of the ECO, and reflect on its future.

Esteemed Ministers,

The founding vision of the ECO stands for contributing to sustainable economic growth, advancing economic development, increasing trade among member states, and strenghtening regional cooperation.

We are all aware that geopolitical tensions, uncertainties and protectionist tendencies have negative impacts on the international system.

Global economic governance and international trade are facing profound challenges.
Against this backdrop, regionalism continues to gain importance. 

[bookmark: _Hlk215057014]Today, thanks to our shared history, cultural affinities and common values, the ECO has an increasingly important role to play.

As a full-fledged economic organization, the ECO has all means to attain its founding vision.

[bookmark: _Hlk215055630]However, by expanding into too many areas, the ECO has fallen short of delivering the expected performance in its core mission.

[bookmark: _Hlk215055752]In this regard, and in line with the vision set forth by our Leaders at the Seventeenth (17th) ECO Summit held last July in Khankendi, it is essential to reinforce the economic and trade-oriented structure of our Organization, enhance our intra-trade volume, and implement the necessary reforms.

[bookmark: _Hlk215055871]Türkiye is a staunch supporter of ECO’s common vision, and will continue to work in unison with the member states to this end. 
We also attach utmost importance to the reform process, which gained momentum by the High Level Committee Meeting (HLC) held last February.

Therefore, we are looking forward to the HLC report and getting into action without any further delay. 

We welcome the consensus reached on “Sequencing of Council of Ministers and Summit under Two-Year ECO Chairmanship”. It is an important step in reform process for increasing the efficiency of our Organization.

It is equally  important for us to finalize our new roadmap, namely, “Strategic Objectives of Economic Cooperation -2035” as soon as possible.

We  must ensure that this document reflects current needs and dynamics, as well as future projections.

Taking this opportunity, I would like to express our appreciation to the Secretary-General and his team for their tireless efforts in preparing these documents. 

On the other hand, we regret that consensus among the member states could not be reached on the Joint Communique.

We would have welcomed a concise text that focuses on our cooperation and underline priority areas within the ECO.

Excellencies,

[bookmark: _Hlk215056125]Turning to our priority areas, I would like to underscore the significance of holding the Fifth ECO Trade Ministers Meeting just a few days ago (26 November) in İstanbul after so many years.

This meeting represented a significant milestone for renegotiating ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA).

There is no doubt that the İstanbul Declaration, adopted at the meeting, will serve as an important guide in this regard.

Another priority area which deserves our attention is connectivity and energy.

Energy issues can no longer be addressed in isolation from connectivity and multilateral transport infrastructure, as they are inherently interlinked and mutually reinforcing elements of regional stability and economic resilience. 

Recent global developments reaffirm the need for robust, integrated transport connectivity across our region.

The ECO stands as a significant platform for strengthening connectivity, enhancing energy security, and advancing partnerships in strategic infrastructure projects. 
We attach great importance on further strengthening our cooperation based on the principle of mutual benefit under the auspices of the ECO.

On this occasion, I am particulary glad to announce that the Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources of the Republic of Türkiye is interested in hosting the 5th ECO Energy Ministerial Meeting. 

Third area that I woud like to mention is environmental degradation and climate change, which has far reaching consequences to our sustainable development efforts.
We should continue to work towards climate-resilient development pathways that reflect our regional needs and priorities.

In this spirit, we look forward to welcoming you all to COP31 next year in Türkiye, where we hope to further strengthen our partnerships and commitments towards a more sustainable future. 

During our COP Presidency, we will work towards bridging the gap between developed and developing countries.

Excellencies,

Last but not least, a few words on our extended partnership:

The work of our observers and related bodies require our special attention and support.

The Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) which has long been subject to unjust restrictions and isolation, has been an observer in our Organization since 2012.
Despite the difficulties it has been facing, the TRNC spares no efforts to contribute to ECO’s activities.

Therefore, it is high time to foster a spirit of solidarity with the TRNC, in line with our shared culture and civilization.

We call on the members to enhance their contacts with the TRNC, and to explore cooperation opportunities in all areas especially in the fields of sports, culture, tourism and education.

In this context, we extend our appreciation to all member states which participated in the Second ECO Tour Operators Forum, jointly organized by Türkiye and the TRNC last week (18-22 November 2025).

In conclusion, I once again commend the Kazakh Chairmanship for its leadership and its efforts to advance our shared agenda and wish success to Pakistan for their upcoming Presidency. I am confident that the outcomes of this meeting will further strengthen our cooperation and help us deliver tangible results for the benefit of our region. Thank you.











Statement by H.E. Mr. H.E. Mr. Ahmet Gurbanov
Honourable Deputy Foreign Minister of Turkmenistan
Mr. Chairman,
Dear Colleagues,
Mr. Secretary General,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allow me to express gratitude to the Republic of Kazakhstan for organizing today's meeting and for its leadership of ECO in 2025. We particularly note the clear and consistent work of the Secretariat under the leadership of His Excellency Mr. Assad M. Khan, which ensured comprehensive preparation of materials for the current meeting.
Turkmenistan consistently advocates for strengthening ECO as an effective, results-oriented regional structure capable of ensuring sustainable economic interaction and interconnectivity among our states. In the context of a complex global economic situation, issues of efficiency, rationality, and prioritization in the Organization's work become particularly relevant. It is necessary to focus on those areas that provide the greatest regional effect, long-term sustainability, and practical benefits for all member states.
In the context of discussing the draft "Strategic Goals for Economic Cooperation – 2035," Turkmenistan supports the need for their comprehensive revision and harmonization. 
We consider it expedient to extend the current ECO Vision 2025 concept for a transitional period. In our view, the new strategic document should be based on a realistic assessment of the Organization's capabilities, focus on applied projects, and provide for enhanced project management, monitoring, and evaluation of results. When developing the new document, we also consider it important to include the main directions laid out in the Ashgabat Consensus for Action as a basis for further coordinated activities of the member states.
Dear Colleagues,
Taking into account the priorities implemented during Kazakhstan's ECO Chairmanship in 2025 – "Advancing Regional Transport Connectivity and Sustainable Development" – Turkmenistan considers the implementation of the initiative to proclaim the UN Decade of Sustainable Transport (2026–2035) to be extremely important. We see this initiative as an opportunity for ECO states to coordinate joint projects, exchange best practices, and attract international technical assistance. In this regard, Turkmenistan proposes to consider the possibility of preparing a joint ECO plan of action within the framework of this Decade, with a special emphasis on sustainability, digitalization, logistics synchronization, and the simplification of procedures, which fully aligns with the goals implemented during Kazakhstan's Chairmanship.
Taking into account that ECO is currently developing a new Transport Strategy for 2026–2035, we consider it important to ensure its conceptual and substantive alignment with Turkmenistan's initiative. 
Such an approach will allow for the integration of the key directions of the Decade of Sustainable Transport into the Organization's strategic planning and form a unified approach to the development of regional transport interconnectivity.
I would like to express gratitude to the member states for their constructive approach to considering Turkmenistan's proposal regarding strengthening national personnel representation in the Secretariat. We believe that such a decision will contribute to forming a more balanced and comparable participation of member states and will strengthen Turkmenistan's involvement in key areas of the Organization's activities. In this context, we would like to note that Turkmenistan, in the near future, is ready to consider the possibility of nominating qualified national specialists for higher positions within the ECO structure, which, in our view, will contribute to further strengthening the Organization's personnel capacity.
Within the discussions on enhancing ECO's efficiency, Turkmenistan deems it necessary to optimize the Organization's activities, focusing it on concrete and measurable results. We consider it important to more actively engage international financial institutions, specialized UN agencies, and other partner structures.
I would like to separately emphasize the significance of climate resilience and environmental issues. Turkmenistan requests member states to support the initiative to establish a UN-affiliated Regional Center for Combating Desertification for Central Asian countries. 
We are confident that this structure will unite scientific approaches, innovative solutions, and practical cooperation in the field of land restoration and combating ecosystem degradation.
Furthermore, Turkmenistan is promoting the initiative to establish a UN-affiliated Regional Center for Climate Technologies, which will allow ECO states to utilize global tools for adaptation and innovation. In this regard, we also count on the support of member states in advancing this initiative.
In the area of sustainable industry and green technologies, Turkmenistan considers it important to strengthen cooperation within existing platforms – primarily in the context of the ECO Forum on Sustainable Development, successfully held on April 28-29, 2025, in the city of Arkadag. We are convinced that the outcomes of this forum are necessary for building up practical initiatives, exchanging experiences, and developing green financing and sustainable infrastructure.
In the transport sector, Turkmenistan consistently facilitates the expansion of regional connectivity, including the development of international corridors, improvement of transit conditions, and simplification of procedures.
We emphasize the important role of the Ashgabat Process – the "Global United Nations Sustainable Transport Conference," which serves as a platform for coordinating national and international transport initiatives.
I would like to separately underscore Turkmenistan's commitment to developing mutually beneficial trade cooperation and strengthening the participation of small and medium-sized businesses in the regional economy.
We consider it important to enhance ECO's activities in standardization, digital trade tools, development of e-services and data exchange, as well as in creating conditions for private sector participation in projects. This direction can be effectively implemented based on existing national platforms.
In the humanitarian sphere, Turkmenistan supports enhanced interaction on issues related to youth, women, the sustainable family, and education. We are ready to share our own experience and contribute to ECO initiatives in partnership with international funds and agencies.
Dear Meeting Participants,
Concluding my statement, I would like to emphasize that Turkmenistan consistently supports the activities of ECO and is ready to contribute to strengthening its role as an effective and pragmatic regional organization.
We believe that the further development of the Organization should be based on the principles of rational resource use, prioritization of key areas, process optimization, and active engagement of international partners. In this regard, Turkmenistan would like to congratulate the Islamic Republic of Pakistan on the upcoming ECO Chairmanship and wish it every success in fulfilling the tasks facing the Organization.
I wish our meeting successful work and express confidence that the decisions taken today will serve to strengthen economic interconnection, sustainable development, and the well-being of our peoples.
Thank you for your attention.
Strategic Goals of Economic Cooperation – 2035
In the context of ongoing discussions on the draft Strategic Goals of Economic Cooperation – 2035, we would like to express appreciation to the Secretariat and member states for the work done on the document. Turkmenistan has carefully reviewed the draft and considers it important to note a number of aspects that, in our opinion, need to be reflected more consistently and substantively.
First and foremost, we consider it fundamentally important that the future strategic document fully reflects the tasks set by our Heads of State and Government at recent ECO summits, including issues of sustainable transport, energy security, trade, digital transformation, environmental sustainability, and the humanitarian dimension of cooperation. This will ensure continuity between high-level political decisions and the Organization's operational activities.
We are convinced that the draft should be based on a realistic assessment of ECO's institutional and financial capabilities, take into account resource limitations, and define a small but practical and highly effective set of priorities. In this regard, we propose to strengthen the sections devoted to:
- applied regional projects that can be implemented on the basis of existing national institutions and partnerships without additional budget increases;
- strengthening project management, including monitoring, evaluation, and reporting on key indicators;
- expanding cooperation with international financial institutions and UN structures, which will allow ECO initiatives to be implemented with minimal burden on the Organization's resources.
We also consider it appropriate that the document includes elements related to the practical implementation of initiatives put forward by member states. In particular, this concerns Turkmenistan's initiatives in the field of sustainable transport, combating desertification, as well as the creation of regional climate and environmental centers, which fully correspond to ECO's strategic priorities and provide measurable regional impact.
Given the active work on preparing the text, we propose to continue its coordination taking into account the above-mentioned principles and ensure close alignment of all future targets and areas of activity with the strategic tasks formulated by our leaders.
UN Decade of Sustainable Transport (2026–2035)
This is a new international initiative, officially proposed by Turkmenistan and supported by UN member states, aimed at consolidating global efforts to develop a sustainable, safe, accessible, and environmentally clean transport system in the world.
This is a 10-year global UN program within which all participating countries will:
- develop efficient and safe transport corridors;
- strengthen transit potential and interconnectedness of countries;
- introduce environmentally clean technologies in transport;
- support digitalization, simplification of procedures, and "smart" logistics;
- promote sustainable solutions for aviation, railways, road, and maritime transport;
- strengthen cooperation between developing and industrialized countries;
- improve transport accessibility for all, including landlocked countries.
Why is this important for Turkmenistan and ECO?
The initiative fully coincides with ECO's regional interests:
- development of international transport corridors;
- digitalization of transit;
- "green" modernization of infrastructure;
- synchronization of logistics and simplification of procedures;
- increasing the role of Central Asia and the Caspian region as a connecting bridge.
Moreover, all programs within the Decade can be financed through the UN and international partners, rather than from ECO's budget. For an organization with limited resources, this is an ideal tool.
Turkmenistan first put forward the idea at the UN level in 2023–2024.
In 2025 – it was supported by a number of states and included in ECO documents (including the draft Joint Communiqué).
At the 29th ECO Council of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, this initiative is considered one of the key elements of future regional strategies.
Statement by H.E. Mr. Bakhtiyor Saidov
Honourable Foreign Minister of Uzbekistan
Your Excellency, Minister Yermek Kosherbayev,
Distinguished colleagues,

I am pleased to extend my warm greetings to all participants of the ECO Council of Ministers meeting.

I would like to echo the words of appreciation to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan for organizing today’s event.

We commend Kazakhstan’s strong and effective Chairmanship of the ECO under the motto “Advancing Regional Transport Connectivity and Sustainable Development”.

Uzbekistan actively supports the priorities set by Kazakhstan and stays committed to their successful implementation.

We are especially pleased to welcome the Afghan delegation today, as Afghanistan remains an integral part of the ECO region.

We are all currently experiencing a period of profound transformation. The international order we have relied on for decades is facing a systemic crisis.

The foundations of global governance are weakening, trust is eroding, and the number of conflicts and zones of acute tension is steadily increasing.

The ongoing armed conflicts and the growing geopolitical competition among major “centers of power” have caused instability and unpredictability, which is particularly alarming.

In such challenging conditions, it is crucial for the ECO Member States to demonstrate solidarity, strategic initiative, and a capacity for constructive cooperation.

Uzbekistan attaches great importance to further strengthening the ECO’s role as an effective regional platform.

At the same time, we must acknowledge that the potential of the ECO has not been fully utilized.

Decisions are not being implemented at the required pace to meet the needs of our region, and a number of initiatives are constrained by insufficient resources.

This inevitably reduces the practical impact of our work.

We are convinced that strengthening the Secretariat’s proactive role, backed by clear monitoring mechanism for implementing the initiatives of the Heads of State, can provide the ECO with the dynamism and effectiveness that are expected from us today.

Our focus must remain clear and unwavering!

Without distractions or the dispersion of efforts, our priorities should be expanding trade and investment and strengthening transport and communications connectivity.

We must facilitate industrial cooperation, advance the “green” agenda, and open new opportunities for innovation and digital transformation.

It is essential to adopt, in the near term, the “Strategic Goals of Economic Cooperation – 2035”.

We propose intensifying the work of the High-Level Committee at the Deputy Minister level, tasking them with finalizing concrete proposals to enhance the functioning of the ECO.

Dear participants,

Now, let me briefly highlight the key directions of our joint work.

The formation of a modern, open, and predictable regional market remains a top priority.

Uzbekistan is interested in the speedy finalization of the Trade Facilitation Agreement, including the digitalization of document flow and the introduction of the “green corridors” system.

To enhance investment attractiveness, we propose launching the “ECO-Invest” Program, aimed at promoting major commercial and innovative projects.

The development of transport connectivity is a cornerstone of integration within the ECO region.

The strategic importance of the China–Kyrgyzstan–Uzbekistan railway cannot be overstated. Linked with the Trans-Afghan Corridor, it will provide the shortest access to South Asian markets and the ports of the Indian Ocean.

We pay particular attention to the establishment of the ECO Digital Transport and Customs Authority to harmonize transit procedures and introduce a “single window” mechanism.

I would also like to highlight the recent successful holding of the ECO National Airlines Forum in Tashkent (11 November), which served as a platform for developing coordinated solutions in the field of civil aviation.

Environmental sustainability stands at the heart of our shared agenda.

The early launch of the ECO High-Level Platform on Ecology will serve as a key mechanism for coordination and sharing best practices.

Joint development and implementation of a Transboundary Program to Green Arid Regions will help strengthen the environmental balance and reduce desertification risks in the region.

To advance this agenda, Uzbekistan is ready to host the Sixth Meeting of ECO Ministers on Environment next year in Samarkand.
In 2026, we also plan to convene the World Water Saving Forum in our country, and we look forward to your support and active participation.

4.  Tourism development across the ECO region can serve as a powerful driver of economic growth and intercultural dialogue.

We see great potential in developing joint tourist routes under the “Silk Road” brand and in implementing the Roadmap to expand tourism services.

The first meeting of the ECO Advisory Committee on Tourism, held recently in Tashkent (26–27 November), marked an important step in coordinating approaches and advancing joint tourism projects.

Distinguished colleagues,

Uzbekistan reaffirms its adherence to the goals and principles of the Organization and remains committed to advancing initiatives that strengthen practical cooperation. 

I am convinced that today’s meeting will contribute to the development of a sustainable and mutually beneficial framework for cooperation across the entire ECO region.

In conclusion, I extend my best wishes to our Pakistani friends as they assume the next chairmanship.

I also warmly congratulate all colleagues on Economic Cooperation Organization Day (28 November), wishing our ECO family continued prosperity and new joint successes.

Thank you for your attention.

Statement by ECO Secretary General
Ambassador Dr. Asad M. Khan
At the 29th Meeting of the ECO Council of Ministers (COM)
(Online –November 28, 2025)

Excellency Mr. Yermek Kosherbayev, Honourable Minister of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan, and the ECO Chairman;
Honourable Ministers;
Distinguished Heads of Delegation;
Ladies and Gentlemen;

Good Morning,

It gives me great pleasure to extend my warmest greetings to all distinguished Ministers and esteemed Heads of Delegation gathered online for this 29th Meeting of the ECO Council of Ministers.

Allow me, at the outset, to express my profound gratitude to all Member States for their valued participation and continued commitment to the ECO’s vision of shared regional economic development and prosperity.

I would also like to convey our deep appreciation to the Republic of Kazakhstan for its leadership of the Organization in 2025 under the important theme “Advancing Regional Transport Connectivity and Sustainable Development.” 

Excellencies,

Our sectoral activities have been detailed in my annual report already provided for Your Excellencies’ consideration.  I would like to touch upon a few critical issues, candidly, if I may, that we believe require your attention and guidance. 

During this year, the ECO has witnessed a remarkable revival of its ministerial and high-level engagement processes, marked by strong participation of all Member States. Prolonged issues of quorum have been effectively addressed, while engagement at both political and technical levels has remained high. This could be attributed to our policy of prioritizing my engagements with the Member States through bilateral visits, particularly the sectoral ministries and its leadership. May I request those Member States, where bilateral visit requests are pending consideration, to convey their availability for my visit at the earliest.  

The 17th ECO Summit held in Khankendi under the theme “New ECO Vision for a Sustainable and Climate-Resilient Future,” was a major milestone in ECO’s history. The Summit introduced the   first-ever ECO Week, which brought together a range of stakeholders, including women, youth and business communities to deliberate on the Organization’s future priorities. The outcomes of these engagements are being integrated into the forthcoming Strategic Goals of Economic Cooperation – 2035, which remains under consideration of the Member States.

This year also marked the successful convening of various ECO ministerial meetings. The Interior Ministers’ Meeting, held in Tehran, on October 28, 2025 after a gap of 15 years, adopted the Tehran Declaration, reaffirming the member countries’ collective commitment to combat terrorism, organized crime and emerging security threats through closer law enforcement and crimes prevention cooperation. 

The Trade Ministers Meeting, held in Istanbul, after a gap of 14 years, took a number of important decisions, including the adoption of negotiation strategy to amend ECOTA. These outcomes would give new momentum to our trade integration agenda.

The 13th Transport Ministerial Meeting held in June in Tehran adopted the Tehran Declaration, which provides a forward-looking blueprint for enhancing regional connectivity. The proposals to establish ECO Special Fund for Transport Development and plans for an Investment Conference on Transport Projects reflect growing ambition to link our region through modern, green and digital corridors.

The 6th Tourism Ministerial Meeting in Erzurum achieved notable results by selecting Lahore (2027), Mary (2028) and Karakol (2029) as upcoming ECO Tourism Capitals, and launching the ECO Tourism Investment Guide to attract investment and promote cross-border tourism.

Moreover, the 1st Meeting of the High-Level Committee (HLC) at the level of Deputy Foreign Ministers convened in February made valuable suggestions to improve the efficiency of the Organization. Unfortunately, the report and its important recommendations still remain under consideration.

Excellencies,

In the energy and environment sectors, the ECO Clean Energy Centre (CECECO) in Baku became operational and the ECO Regional Electricity Market (ECO-REM) advanced toward implementation. The Five-Year Roadmap on Minerals Cooperation (2026–2030), the first of its kind and the RESCUE Initiative on Resource Efficiency and Circular Economy further underline our collective pursuit of sustainable and resilient growth.

Our agriculture and industry agenda continued to progress with preparations underway for the 8th Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture, to be hosted by Iran on February 17, 2026 and work continues toward convening the long-pending 4th Industry Ministerial Meeting in Tajikistan next year.

The First ECO Forum on Sustainable Development held in Arkadag and the establishment of the High-Level Working Group on Sustainable Development strengthened policy coherence in this vital area. In disaster risk reduction, steady progress has been achieved through technical meetings and regional exercises, leading to the updating of the ECO Regional Framework on DRR (ECORFDRR). The next major milestone will be the 10th Ministerial Meeting on DRR, to be hosted by Pakistan by end of February 2026, which will further consolidate our regional preparedness and resilience agenda.

The Secretariat has intensified its efforts to make ECO’s operations more effective, transparent and results-oriented. The 22nd ECO Project Monitoring Group (PMG-22) reviewed 39 projects across all priority areas, including 8 completed, 16 under implementation and 15 under review.

In advancing ECO’s global outreach, I have engaged a broad range of regional and international partners to align our Organization with emerging economic and development priorities. My recent participation in the SCO Summit in China provided an important opportunity to deepen ECO’s dialogue with SCO, CIS, EAEU, ASEAN and the AIIB, with a shared understanding that closer interregional connectivity and coordinated initiatives can bring tangible benefits to our Member States. 

This month, I also undertook a visit to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, where constructive exchanges with the Government, the Islamic Development Bank, the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, the Gulf Cooperation Council and the Digital Cooperation Organization reinforced ECO’s commitment to building practical cooperation. These engagements form part of our broader efforts to position ECO as an active and responsive partner within the evolving regional architecture, ensuring that our Member States are better connected, better placed and better funded to benefit from emerging opportunities.

We have accelerated our efforts to renew, refresh and further deepen our collaboration with the international and regional financial institutions. In this regard, close and regular coordination with ECO TDB to facilitate the expansion of its membership and capital base, and with ISDB and AIIB to secure their technical and financial help for regional grant eligible and bankable projects. 

Excellencies,

While we witness collective progress, some challenges continue to demand our attention. The Finance Ministers’ Meeting could not be convened since 2021, which has constrained the pace of progress in economic, financial and banking cooperation. The forthcoming ISDB Board Meeting in Baku, Azerbaijan could be an opportunity for our Financial Ministers to convene on its sidelines to address some of the urgent issues pertaining to banking cooperation and payment mechanisms. We would request Azerbaijan to consider this possibility.

From a financial perspective, the Secretariat has continued to work under austerity conditions, though this has created certain operational limitations. Staff salaries have remained unchanged for four years, and the Daily Subsistence Allowance, last revised in 2008, no longer reflects present cost levels. This year, our average increase of 1.5 per cent further reduced to 0.97 per cent, is significantly lower than the other sister organizations in the region with overlapping membership. We hope that the member states will take this into consideration while approving the budget of the organizing bearing in mind the need to strengthen and enhance the capacity and effectiveness of the organization. Also, timely payment of assessed contributions is essential for ensuring that the Secretariat can maintain its efficiency and continue to deliver on its responsibilities.

Excellencies,

The coming year will be one of implementation and consolidation. Member States have already reaffirmed their readiness to host the Ministerial Meetings on Environment (Uzbekistan), Industry (Tajikistan), Tourism (Azerbaijan), Agriculture (Iran), Transport (Kazakhstan) and Interior (Pakistan) in 2026 ensuring continuity and momentum in our agenda.

As we move toward finalizing the Strategic Goals of Economic Cooperation – 2035 with the involvement of all stakeholders through inclusive national processes, our collective focus must remain on translating this vision into practical outcomes, making ECO more responsive, modern and impactful.


Excellencies,

Before concluding, I would like to gently note the importance of holding our Council meetings in person, as envisaged in the Rules of Procedure. This annual gathering remains a valuable platform for our Ministers to engage directly and provide strategic guidance to the Organization. I sincerely hope that future COM meetings may resume in person, to fully reflect the spirit of dialogue and collegiality that characterizes the ECO.

In pursuance of the mandate given by the 28th COM, the Secretariat and the CPR have undertaken extensive consultations on establishing a more coordinated and efficient modality for convening ECO Summit and COM meetings under a unified and single-country chairmanship. The CPR has consequently reached a basic consensus to extend the ECO chairmanship from one year to two years, enabling each presiding country to organize a COM meeting in the first year, followed by hosting both the COM and Summit   back-to-back in the second year.  We hope to finalize this arrangement soon in consultation with the member states. 

The year 2025 has revived the rhythm of our institutional work. As we move toward 2026 and the finalization and launch of Strategic Goals of ECO-2035, let us build on this momentum to strengthen our institutions, ensure sustainable financing and deepen partnerships for the region’s shared prosperity. I would like to reiterate that the success of this key organization will ultimately depend on the level of political ownership by its Member States, as well as on stronger attention of line ministries and agencies whose active participation is indispensable for the success of our regional cooperation activities.

I would also like to take this opportunity to extend my heartfelt congratulations to Islamic Republic of Pakistan on their forthcoming ECO Chairmanship in 2026, and to assure that the Secretariat will exert its utmost efforts to ensure that the year becomes a landmark period of fruitful cooperation and tangible progress for our Organization. 

Thank you



STATEMENT BY Honourable MINISTER OF FINANCE AND ACTING MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE TURKISH CYPRIOT STATE 
H.E. MR. ÖZDEMİR BEROVA

Mr. Chairman,
Mr. Secretary-General,
Honourable Ministers,
Distinguished Delegates,

I am deeply honoured to address you today in my capacity as Minister of Finance and Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs at the 29th Meeting of the Council of Ministers (COM) of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO). I extend to you all the heartfelt greetings of the Turkish Cypriot people and the Government of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus from a sunny and beautiful day in the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

At the outset, I wish to extend our sincere appreciation to the Republic of Kazakhstan for its distinguished chairmanship of the Organization throughout this year. I would like to express our profound gratitude to H.E. Mr. Ermek Köşerbaev, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan, for his able leadership in presiding over this significant virtual meeting.
I would also like to convey our thanks to H.E. Ambassador Dr. Asad Majeed Khan, Secretary General of the Economic Cooperation Organization, for his support to and solidarity with the Turkish Cypriot people. Furthermore, I wish to thank the dedicated staff of the Economic Cooperation Organization Secretariat for their tireless efforts in successfully organizing this important virtual meeting.

Honourable Ministers,

As you are aware, the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus has been a determined participant in the meetings of the Organization at all levels since 1992 and has had the privilege of co-hosting numerous successful ECO events. The Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus has vast experience and expertise in the tourism sector, which also happens to be one of the prioritized areas of cooperation identified by ECO. Recently, the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus co-hosted the 2nd Economic Cooperation Organization Tour Operators Forum, last week.

The forum was held in our beautiful city of Girne, a standing reminder of how geography, history, and hospitality intertwine – much like the historical and cultural affinities that bind the members of this Organization, strengthening our cooperation and deepening economic integration. I am pleased to share that the event was highly fruitful, and we would be delighted to co-host many more meaningful initiatives in our country in 2026.

The Turkish Cypriot State remains fully committed to the objectives of the Economic Cooperation Organization at large in general, and the ECO Vision 2025 in particular, which outlines the key areas of cooperation among member states.

As a dedicated observer member state, the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus has consistently done its utmost to contribute to the achievement of these goals and has worked closely both with the members of the Economic Cooperation Organization as well as with the Organization itself.

Mr. Secretary General,
Distinguished Delegates,

I am confident that you are following the latest political developments regarding the Cyprus issue. After five decades of fruitless negotiations, the Turkish Cypriot side announced in 2021 its new vision for a settlement to the Cyprus issue, advocating a cooperative relationship between the two existing states on the island, as neighbours, based on the formal reaffirmation of our inherent sovereign equality and equal international status.

It is an undeniable fact that there exist two sovereign states and two distinct peoples on the island with two different nationalities, languages, and religions, each exercising sovereignty over their own territories.

It is, therefore, high time that the international community recognizes the inherent rights of the Turkish Cypriot people, namely the sovereign equality and the equal international status of their state, putting the two sides on the island on equal footing in real terms.

As will be known, the Greek Cypriot side has repeatedly demonstrated its lack of genuine willingness to share power and prosperity with the Turkish Cypriot people, using the negotiation process to merely reinforce its unlawful claim as the so-called “Government of the Republic of Cyprus.”

Despite this stance, and with the unwavering support of our motherland, the Republic of Türkiye, we continue to work tirelessly to counter the effects of the inhumane and illegal isolation imposed on our people, strengthening our resolve to take our rightful place as an equal member of the international community.

In this regard, I would like to express the deepest gratitude of the Turkish Cypriot people to H.E. Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, the President of the Republic of Türkiye, for his consecutive speeches since the 77th United Nations General Assembly, openly calling upon member states of the United Nations to recognize the independence of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus and to establish diplomatic, political, and economic ties with our country.

I take this opportunity to renew our call to the member states of the Economic Cooperation Organization to pave the way in supporting the rightful cause and aspirations of the Turkish Cypriot people and to further strengthen their bonds with them in all walks of life. Our solidarity is of utmost importance to our ongoing struggle to continue to live in Cyprus in peace and with dignity.

Thank you for your kind attention.

Statement by CICA Secretary General
H.E. Mr. Kairat Sarybay

Excellencies,
Esteemed Ministers,
Secretary General of ECO,
Distinguished Participants,

It is a great honor for me to address this distinguished gathering on behalf of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA). I extend my warm appreciation to the esteemed Chair H.E. Yermek Kosherbayev, Foreign Minister of the Republic of Kazakhstan — for guiding the 29th Meeting of the ECO Council of Ministers and for his steadfast commitment to advancing regional cooperation.

Today is ECO Day, marking the Organization’s 1992 expansion and reaffirming its long-standing commitment to regional cooperation, trade, and development.

Excellencies,

This meeting highlights the strong alignment between CICA and ECO, in promoting trust, peace, economic resilience, and regional connectivity. Allow me to highlight recent CICA developments that resonate strongly with ECO’s priorities.

At the Informal CICA Ministerial Council Meeting held on 25 September 2025, Member States took two important institutional steps. First, the CICA Finance Summit was established as an advisory body to promote cooperation in the financial sector, strengthen financial stability, and support sustainable economic development across the CICA region. Second, CICA Women Council was established to bring together state institutions responsible for women’s affairs and empowerment to foster cooperation, dialogue, and the exchange of best practices among Member States.

In 2024, CICA convened its first Ministerial Conference on Environmental Issues in Astana, producing a High-Level Statement that affirmed our shared commitment to climate action, water security, biodiversity, and sustainable growth. We also commend Azerbaijan’s successful COP29 Presidency, which revitalized the global climate agenda. In 2025, CICA contributed through a side event on water security and climate resilience in Dushanbe and reaffirmed its support for land restoration at the Sustainability Dialogue in Ulaanbaatar, in line with Mongolia’s Billion Trees Initiative. I congratulate Turkiye for being elected as host and Chair of COP 31.

Amid growing geopolitical tensions and fragile supply chains, secure and efficient transport routes are essential. Kazakhstan’s initiative, supported by Azerbaijan, current chair of CICA, to establish the CICA Council on Sustainable Connectivity, aims to strengthen regional transport, logistics, and trade. Once operational, the Council will provide a pan-Asian platform for technical exchange, policy dialogue, and institutional cooperation, including with ECO.

Recognizing SMEs as the backbone of our economies, the 8th Plenary Session of CICA Business council in Baku in May 2025 focused on digitalization, industrial cooperation, women’s entrepreneurship, and the green transition. A key outcome was the launch of the interactive e-book “SME Landscape in Asia: Interactive Guidebook,” offering practical insights into the business environments of participating countries.

The CICA Fund was established in 2022, as a practical mechanism to finance development projects, and this year saw its first project completed in partnership with the Islamic Organization for Food Security (IOFS) and TIKA, providing 300 Afghan farmers with wheat seeds, fertilizers, and agricultural extension services.

Distinguished Delegates,

I commend the successful ECO Summit held in July 2025 in Khankendi, Azerbaijan, which strengthened regional dialogue, economic cooperation, and our shared commitment to peace, connectivity, and sustainable development. I thank you for your attention and wish Kazakhstan, as Chair, and all delegations a productive and successful meeting.

Thank you.











